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PKEFACE 



W HILE consulting Hickes's Tieaaurug, toy attention waa sud- 
denly attracted by a reference to an Old English homily on the 
Fittdinff oftte Grogs. Ascertaining that it had never been printed, 
and hoping that Old English students, who had read the beautiful 
legend of " Elene, or the Invention of the Cross," in Kemble'a 
edition of the Vercelli Poemt, might like to have a prose version 
of the story, I determined to edit it for the Early English Text 
Society. This homily ia the first piece in our collection of Legends 
of the Holy Rood. It is printed from a MS. in the Bodleian 
Library, Auct. F. iv. 32. 

While engaged upon this, I recollected that I had seen or heard 
of other Old English legends^ and as soon as I could procure 
transcripts, I put them into print. Thus the work gradually grew 
larger and larger' while passing through the press, uid a tolerably 
complete collection of legends, in an English form, concerning the 
Inventiou and Exposition of the Cross (celebrated hj two festivals 
of the Christian Church) will be found in the present volume. 

A few Cross-poems have been added, one of which deserves 
special mention, namely, the "Dispute between Mary and the 
Cross" (p. 131). 

' This tmA will account for the sttMlgc atrangouent of some of tbe pi«oea. 
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After the vereioD from the Vemon MS. was printed, another and 
rather longer copy tnmed up in Boyal MS. i8 A x, with some addi- 
tional verses on the " Festivals of the Church," in the same metre 
as the Cross-poem. These I have added in an Appendix. 

Of the second poem, on the " Finding of the Cross " (p. 19)1 1 
have printed two versiona — one from the Ashmolean MS. 43, Bod- 
leian Library, of the latter part of the thirteenth century, which 
has been collated with an imperfect copy in Harl. MS. 2a77i "f ^^ 
same date, which contains lives of the saints, &e. ; the other from 
the Vemon MS., fourteenth century. 

As the history of Cyriacus, the brother of Stephen the martyr, 
is included in the legends relating to the " Finding of the Cross," 
I have also added two versions of the saint's life. 

The third legend (p. 63) contains the history of the material 
out of which the Rood was made, from the time it was a pippin 
until it was wrought into a cross ^. It also relates the story " Se 
Fairice Clavorum," which I have not met with elsewhere in an 
English form. 

This legend, as well as No. IV. (p. 87) and No. VH. (p. 122) 
are printed irom Harleian MS. 4196, a bulky volume, containing 
metrical homilies and lives of saints in the Northumbrian dialect. 

"The Uplifting of the Holy Rood," No. V. (p. 98), is taken from 
jElfric's minster homilies in Cotton MS., Julius E vii. ^Ifric's 
discourse on the " Finding of the Cross " will he found in Thorpe's 
edition of jjllfric's HomiUes. 

The sixth legend, " How the Holy Cross was found by St. Elene," 
is from the West-Midland version of the Cunor Mundt, Fair&x 
MS. 14, Bodleian Library^. 

The same story is found in the Northumbrian copy of the 
Cunor Mundi, in the British Museum, Cotton MS., Vespasiao A iii, 
and in a MS. belonging to the University Library of Gottingen. 

' A utniUr veraioD of a portion of this etor;, but of an earlier date, ii printed in my 
^ptfiiiiaii of Early EngUth, (p. 140). 

' For the tnuucilpt of tha pieces from the MSS. in the Bodleian Library, I am 
indabtfd to Mr. G. PiLrker. 
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This legend on the "Finding of the Cross" is very different 
&om the others ah^ady noticed ; and instead of the story of Judas 
or Cyriaeus occupying a prominent place, it only comes in at the 
fag-end as an illustration of the diverse stories that are told of the 
Kood (p. 1 20). Instead of the ordinary legend, we get the stoiy, 
so well known to ns all in the Merchant of Venice, of the merchant 
and the pound of flesh ^. 

All the pieces from I. to X. inclusive, are now for the first time 
printed. 

The nest two pieces (XI. and XII. p. 154—169} are &om Caxton's 
Golden Legend, and these again supply a few particulars not found 
in the other legends. 

The " Symbols of the Passion " are now for the first time edited 
from Boyal MS. 17 A 27, and Addit. MS. 22,029, collated with 
another copy without the illustrations in Addit. MS. i i,74S- 

The curioiaa illustrations are furnished by Professor de la Mott«, 
who has kindly made the Society a present of those from the 
Addit. MS. 22,029. 

R. M. 
£ma'a Collbob, Lokdoh, 



' Eemble seemed to think thftt tfaia Intend wsa onlj contained in tbe QQtting;en 
US. He hRS rightl; noticed ita abeenoe from the Iriidland venion of the Cnrtor 
in IMnity CoUege Librarj. 
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INTEODUCTION. 



§ I. The Finding of the Gross. 

1h« InaencKm of the holy oro8§e is sayd by came that thfg 
daye the ho^ croese was founden- for toG>re it was fotmden of seth 
IB paia^Bd terrestre / Lyke as it ehall ha aayde hereafter : and 
ftlso it was fonnd^i of salamon in the monte of lybane and of the 
qume of saha / in the temple of si^ainon And of the lewes in 
the water of pyst^e- And on this daye it was fonnden of Hekyne 
in the monnte of oalnarye / " 

These pc^tory lemarka to the " Invention of the Cross " in the 
Golden ttgend (see p. 154) surest the order in which a enmmary 
of the legends eontaised in the following pages should be written. 



^ 2. The Finding of the Cross by Seth in Paradise. 

When Adam and Eve were driven out of ParadiBe for eating 
of the "apple tree," Gk>d promised to send them the oil of mercy 
(pp. 18, 19), wherewith they should be anointed and be healed of 
their sin-wounds which covered their bodies from " head to heel " 
to the number of " sixty and ten " (p. 64). 

In the vale of Hebron Adam and Eve had passed more than 



iiized J, Google 



XU IMTEODUCTION. 

nine hundred years in sorrow and woe. They had lost during this 
interval their two sons, and as a kind of penance for their sins, 
they remained apart for more than two hundred years'. At our 
Lord's bidding Adam and Eve came together again, and after 
a time Seth was born. When Adam was nine hundred and thirty- 
two years old, he fonnd himself enfeebled by toil, sickness, and 
old ^e, and he longed to die. But before his death he wished 
to be anointed with the oil of mercy. He calls Seth unto him 
and tolls him of hie ills (pp. 20, 21). 

Seth has no idea what pain and sorrotn mean, and thinks that 
his other's sickness arises from a longing for the fruits of Paradise 
(p. 63), But Adam tolls Seth of God's promise to him on leaving 
Paradise, and bids him go to Paradise, and entreat the angel at 
the gato of Eden to send him the oil of mercy (p. aa) — the oil 
of life, " that medicine is to man and wife " (p. 65). 

Seth being ignorant of the way thither, Adam gives him lull 
instructions for his journey ; and so Seth, startiog from the head 
of the valley of Hebron, finds a green path which leads to the gato 
of Paradise (p. 22); then, turning eastward (p. 66^), he comes 
upon the way bj which Adam and Eve had left Paradise, upon 
which, ever since the Pall, no grass had grown. Following this 
track, he reaches the gate of Paradise (made known to him by 
a great light, like that of a burning fire^), and with prayer and 
Bupphcation he beseeches God to send his father the oil of men^ 
(pp. 22, 66, 154). While praying, St. Michael appears to Seth, 
and tolls him that it is useless to pray for the oil of mercy, for it 
will not be sent upon earth until five thousand two hundred and 
twenty years shall have elapsed, when Christ shall come to die for 
man's sin* (p. 67). 

The angel then commands Seth to put his head within the gate 
of Eden, and to note well whatever he sees therein. He did as he 
was bidden, and saw more marvels than tongue could tell. The 

> Adtra determined upon thia pauiuioe because imman iraa tlie root of all hia mia- 
tortllnea (pp. to, *l), 
' See Speeimeru of Early Enfflith, p. 140. 
* See jSpeeuncni of EarJ/g Englith, p. 141. 
< The Ooldm Ltgend m.y» 5550 jean. 
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INTHODUCnON, Xlll 

meads were decked witli gay herbs and trees, diffusing all around 
moat delightful perfumes ; the trees were loaded with delicious 
iruite, and the birds sang joyously. In this land of delight and 
of joy Seth would fain dwell for ever. 

In the middle of Paradise he saw a bright, shining well, out of 
which flowed four streams that watered all the world '. 

Above the well there stood a large tree with many branches, but 
without bark or leaves, like an aged tree (pp. 34, 68). Seth 
supposed that the tree stood thus bare on account of his parents' 
sin (p. 68; Specimem, p. 142). 

A serpent, ''all naked, without skin," was embracing the tree. 
This was the tree and the serpent that caused Adam first to commit 
sin (p. 24; Specimens, p. 142). 

A second time Seth looked in, and to bis amazement the tree 
was covered with bark and leaves, and appeared to reach unto 
heaven; and in the top of the tree he beheld a new-born bairn 
lapped in " small " (or swaddling) clothes^. 

The root of the tree went down into the uttermost ends of hell, 
and there he saw the soul of his brother Abel. Then the angel 
drove Seth from the gate, and he saw no more. These sights were 
afterwards explained to him. The babe in the top of the tree was 
God's Son, who in the fulness of time should bring mankind the 
oil of mercy (pp. 44, 69, 70). 

Wben Seth took leave of the angel, he received three pippins or 
kernels of an apple, which he was bidden to put under Adam's 
tongue as soon as he was dead. Out of these three kernels three 
trees — cedar, cypress, and pine — would spring. These " wands " 
or rods betoken the Trinity : the cedar, " a tree of height," denotes 
the Father ; the cypress, a tree of sweet savour, represents the Son ; 
and the pine', a fruit-bearing tree, is a type of the Holy Ghost 
and His gifts {pp. 36, 70 ; Spedmem, p. 144), 

Seth returns home, and tells Adam of the oil of mercy that 
should come through the birth of a blissful Child, near the end of 

' The Curtor names Vbe foar atreama Tirson, FiBon, Tigri, Eufrate (Speeimeia, 
p. HJ, GanaB.}. 

* The Cwtor adda that the child lay aquealing for Adam's un IBpecmeiit, p. 143). 

* The ojtve aaema to be the tree that U really meant. 
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riv , INTBODnCTION. 

the world, and of hia death which should take p1a4» within threa 
d&ye. C^reat was Adam's joy when he heard of his approaching 
death, and for once in his life he laughed. He had endared so 
much sorrow and care, that he had rather dwell in hell than live 
any longer upon earth (pp. a6, 71 ; ^eeimeiu, pp. 144, 145). 

When Adam died, his weeping wife and children tried to reetor* 
him to life, whereupon the archangel Michael appeared to them, 
and showed them what to do with the corpse. Under his direction, 
accompanied by angels "singing all lull solemnly and making 
nohle melody," they carried the dead body to the vale of Hebron, 
where it was laid in the earth -, and they were told that for the 
future the dead must be buried " in earth or stone " (p. 72). 

The pippins which bad been placed under the root of Adam's 
tongue after a time began to grow, and three small wande or trees 
grew up, and stood in Adam's month until the time of Moses. 
Each grew separately by itself out of the same root, and was of 
an ell in length and no more. 

f 3. The Finding of the Eods by Mosea 
After the Israelites crossed the Red Sea, they came unto the 
vale of Hebron ; and one evening, as Moses was walking along, 
he came upon the place where the three trees were growing. 
Moses greeted these signs of the Trinity, and drew them out of 
the earth, from which issued "so noble a smell," that all the 
Israelites believed that they had at last reached the land of promise 
(pp. 26, 73). 

By means of these wands Moses healed the sick, and performed 
numerous other miracles. When he knew that his end was near, 
he planted the wands beside a stream under Mount Tabor, in the 
land of Arabia (pp. 39, 75). 

f 4. The Finding of the Rods by David. 
For a thousand years the wands continued in the same state, 
until King David, instructed by God, found them, and bronght 
them to Jerusalem (pp. 38, 75)', 

' The old DQtoh legend, OtKhiedaoM wn hel htsligke Cruijt <od. Berjeau), 
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INTEODUOTION, XT 

As it was eventide when be reached home, lie planted tlie wands 
in a " dike," and set tmaty men to see that no harm happened to 
ihem. On the morning, he fonnd the wands grown into one tree 
with three branches springing from the top, so he did not attempt 
to remove it, hut hnilt around it a strong wall, and to mark its 
yearly growth he put aronnd it a silver ring. For thirty years 
the tree stood in the same E^t, and after that grew no more 
(pp. 28, 76, 77)>. 

Under the holy tree David did penance for his sins, and composed 
the whole of the Psalter (pp. 30, 78). 

§ 5. The Bood-tree cut down by command of Solomon. 

For fourteen years David was engaged in building the Temple, 
which after two and thirty years was completed by Solomon. 
When the work was almost finished, the carpenters found them- 
selves in want of a large beam, bnt they could not find any tree 
of sufficient size to iumish it, except that which David had planted ; 
wherenpon Solomon ordered it to be cut down and taken into the 
Temple. The carpenters measure off thirty-one cubits, and after 
working it up, they find it one cubit too long. They take ofiF the 
excess, and on measuring it again lind it one cubit too short 
(pp. 30, 79, 80). Thrice they alter it to no purpose, so they inform 
the king of their extraordinary failure, and he commands them to 
make a bridge with it across an old ditch ^. 

u miracles peribrmed bj Dkvid on bis wfty (o 



"King David, he™, h 8oriptiiM» Mfj, 
A great lord meets upon the way. 
All leper-lika, with BOrea and blaing. 
Till David cured him of hia paicB. 

And as he joumeya with the trees, 
Hiree black men ooming soon be sees, 
Who, touched with those three rods of might, 
Beoune, in good sooth, pure and white." 
' "To the west at Jerusalem is a fair ohuroli, where the tree of Qie Cnwa grew." 
Uaundanlle, in Early Traveit m Pakitint, ed. T. Wright, Bohn's series, p. 171;. 
* The brook over which the tree was placed is called Kedron in Norris's Comiik 
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Xn IKTILODtJCnON. 

§ 6. The Rood-tree discovered by the Queen of Sheba. 

Here it remained until the Qaeen of Steba, on her visit to 
Solomon, discovered it, and paid great honour to it. She advised 
Solomon not to allow the beam to remain, for a man should die 
thereon who should destroy the Mosaic Law ; so he caused it to be 
removed, and buried deep and hidden &om all men (pp. 32, 83)'. 

§ 7. The Eood-tree found in the Piscine. 

Here, after some time, there sprang up a deep well, which, owing 
to the beam of the sacred tree, was endowed with miraculous powers 
of healing ; so it was visited by the sick, who bathed therein and 
were healed (pp. 32, 82). 

When Jesus came upon earth, the tree began to float ; and when 
the Jews were in want of a " tree " on which to hang our Lord, 
they thought of the floating beam, and took it up and made thereof 
a cross (pp. 33, 84, 155). 

§ 8. Of the Number of Pieces in the Cross. 

The Cross was made out of two-thirds of the beam ; and the part 
above ground was eight cubits long, the pieces on each side were 
of three cubits (p. 85). 

. In the Golden Legend (p. 155) the four pieces of the Cross are 
mentioned as consisting of four different kinds of wood : — 

(i) The upright beam; (2) the over-thwart or cross-bar, upon 
irhich the arms were nailed ; (3) the piece upon which was fixed the 



Drama, i. 415. Manndeville speoka of the Bood-tree u haftng tame been need w a 
bridge orer Oie brook Cedron {Early TravtU in PiUaHne, Bohn's edition, p. 176; 
NoUt and QmHci, vol. ni. p. 334, 1853). 

' The old Dutch l^end in Berjeau'a Holy Oram uya that after Snlomon ivas 
rebuked b; Qaeen Sheba for letting the tree Eerre for a bridge, he gave orden 



Abia« (Abysb) afterwaide took the gold and ailTor from off it, (hat Solomon had 
|daced around it, and tbe Jews removed it from the Temple. 
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IHTItODUClION. XVU 

table containiDg the BaperBcription ; (4) the socket, or mortise, in 
which the main beam Btood. 

The four kinds of wood were palm, cypress^, cedar, and olive. 

"Quatuor ex lignis domini crux dicitur esse; — 
Pee crucis cet cedruB ; corpuB tenet alta cupressus ; 
Falma manus retinet; titula Isfatur oliva." 

§ 9. The Legend of Maximilla, the first Chriatian 
Martyr. 

The Northumbrian vereion of the history of the CrosB-beam 
(pp. 63-85) has a few variations from the Southern versionB, and. 
introduces a legend, probably of later origin, that I have not met 
with eleewbere in an ^^lish form^. Instead of the beam being 
turned into a bridge, Solomon is said to have caused it to be placed 
between two pillars of the Temple, and to have commanded that 
once a year every one should visit the " holy tree," and bononr it 
"in their best manner." So it befell upon a year that aU the 
country far and near went to Jerusalem to honour the sacred 
beam ; and among the worshippers was an unbelieving woman 
(p. 8o)_ 

" She sought thither the sight to see, 
And trowed no virtue in the tree." 

The woman, whose name was Maximlla, in unbelief sat upon the 
"tree," and forthwith her clothes took fire and burnt like tow. 
Then she began to prophesy, 

" And said, ' My Lord, mighty Jesu, 
Have men^, and on me thou rue." 

Wten the Jews heard her call upon Jesne, they were eiceodingly 
angry, because she had slandered their Ood by the mention of 

■ Some la; the item wu made of cjpreaa, becauM it wni a wood that did not easily 

' Tbia legend u found In Arnndel MB. £07 : " Eutre 1 
malla ; " and in tbe Coroiah phy of "The Beginning o 
Drama, ed. Norm], 
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XFUl ISTRODOCnOS. 

a new one, bo they turned her out of the town aad stoned her to 
death — 

" Shb was the fibbt that eniTSBSD shake, 

Foa THE HZNTIONING Ot JbsIt's NAUB." 

Many who had witnessed this sight honoured the "tree" more 
than any earthly thing- (p. 82), whereat the Jews were grieved, and 
therefore secretly remored it, and cast it into a " dike," for tliey 
were airaid to bum or break it up. But God would not sufier 
the tree to be hid, but sent his an^ls between " undem and 
prime" to move the water in the dike; and all the siek and sore that 
got into the ditch when the water was moved, were healed " through 
virtoe of the holy tree." Then the Jews took the beam out of 
the water, and turned it into a bridge "over a beck" (p. 82), 
hoping that it would soon be destroyed by the great wear and tear 
tliat it would be subjected to. Thus the tree lay until the eage 
queen " Dame SihelP " came to Jerusalem, when she laid her clothes 
upon the bridge, and went over it barefooted, and "prophesied" 
that the " tree " was a true token of a " doomsman " who should 
judge all men. Here the tree was allowed to remain until Christ 
was about to suffer death (p. 83). 

§ 10. The Making of the Nails of the Eood*. 
The Northern version of the history of the Rood contains also 
a legend on the making of the nails, which is as follows : — 

The Cross is made, but three nails are wanting. The Jews go to 
a smith in the town, and bid him quickly 

" Make three nails, stiff and good, 
To nail the prophet on the rood." 

■ The Queen if Sheba ii here oonfoundsd with Kbjl, m in the Arundel H3. 507 ; 
•■Ia atge rejiis Sibille Tient t, Jerosalem pour eaprouusi le nuoir de Salomon." 
The old Dutch legend at the Ctoh does not make this oonfiinoD, hnt the itory of the 
pisdne goes before tlie sttny of the Queen of Sheb»'t virit ; and >i S&Ula I> put to 
death, she is evidently oenfoonded with the Hazimilla of our Engliih legend, ^le 
mbject of chap. 49, bk. i. vol. i. of Oretser, is — " Cmcsm Domini apad Ethnioos per 
Sibylliu fniise pnenunoiatam." 

' Hiii »tory is fonnd in Norris'a Comith Drama, pp. 433-439- 
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When the "smith" heard that Jesos, whom he heliered to be 
a prophet " true and goodj" was to be crucified, he was greatly 
grieved, and determined that he would not make any nails for this 
purpose (p. 84). 

With boldness he answered the Jews, and said, " Ye shall get 
no nails hom me. God has set his mark upon me, so that I cannot 
work." In his bosom he laid his hand, and said he had hurt it 
on a "brand," and had soch pain in it that he expected to lose 
his hand. 

The Jews would not believe him, bat demanded to see his hand, 
which, when they saw it, appeared as though it were sore, but in 
reality was not so. 

The Jews, being satisfied, were going about their business, when 

"Forth came then the smithes wife, 
A fell woman, and full of strife." 

By the Jews she stood, and did not say mnch for her husband's 
good. " Sir," said she, " since when hast thou had such a malady ? 
Yesterday evening your hands were uninjured. But since sickness 
is sent to thee, these men shall not be unserved, bat shall have 
the nuls ere they go, as soon, at least, as I myself can make 
them." So she set to work, blew fast the bellows, and at last 
made the iron hot. Then the Jews helped her to strike the iron, 
BO that the three nails were soon made. Thought tibey were very 
large, and roughly made, the Jews would not refuse them, but took 
them immediately, and with glad hearts hastily went their way 
until they came to " Sir Pilate." 

f 1 1. On the Number of the Nails. 

The number of nails employed in the Crucifixion is a contested 
point. A writer in Notes and Queriei, Series III. vol. uL p. 31,5, in 
showing that three nails are depicted in the Crucifixion as early 
OS the twelfth century, quotes the following from Labarte's 
Haadbooi of the Art* of the Middle Agt» : — 

" Fig. 14. Copper crucifix, twelfth century, CoH. Soltykofil (No. 
33a, Debmge Labarte Coll.) Coppei', enamelled and gilt. The 

b2 
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Saviour is not clothed in the long Byzantine rohe of the eleventh 
century, but in a tonic descending to the knees, in which he is 
represented until the fourteenth century. His feet are not crossed 
or nailed, but rest on a tablet (■mppedilanum), which a third nail 
fixes to the Cross. Before the thirteenth century, Jesus was 
attached to the Cross by four nails, one to each hand and foot. 
In consequence of some anterior discussions, the feet from this 
period were placed over each other, and attached by a single nail, 
it having been settled that three nails only were used at the Cru- 
cifixion. Cimabue is said to have been the first painter who 
adopted this arrangement. This crucifiz (fig. 14) was made at 
the end of the twelfth century, when the four nails had been 
rejected, but the feet had not been superposed ; so, to get rid of 
the difficulty, the third nail is here attached to the tablet which 
supports the feet." 

" St, Gregory Nazianzen says of the taking down irom the Cross, 
Tviiirhp Tpia^K(^ KcCfitvov £i\if Xctfidv, clearly intimating that our 
Saviour was fixed to the Cross with three nails only. 

"NonnuB, the Greek poet, in the fifth century describes the 
sacred feet of our Lord as placed one over the other, and iastened 
down with a single large nail. 

" On the other hand, St. Cyprian, St, Augustine, St. Gregory of 
Tours, and Pope Innocent III, as also Rufinus and Theodoret, 
reckon /<mr nails." (P, C. H. in Notes and Queries, Series III, 
vol. iii. p. 39a.) 

^liric speaks ofjbur nails : " The Jews fixed him [Jesus] 

on a Cross with/owr nails." {l%e Homilies of .^Ifric, ed. Thorpe, 
vol. i. p. 217.) 

The author of the Ancren Riwle notices the tradition of three 
n^la : " His dear body, that was extended on the Cross, broad as 
a shield above, in his outstretched arms, and narrow beneath, 
because, as men suppose, the one foot was placed upon the other 
foot." [Ancren Riwle, p. 391.) 

Curtius, in his treatise Be Clavis Bommids (seventeenth cen- 
tury) , is in favour of four nails. See Gretser, vol. i. bk. J. cap, 93 ; 
LipEdus, lib. ii, cap. 9. 
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§12. The Finding of the Cross by St. Helena. 

After the cmoiiixion the Jews tried to hide the Cross from 
Christians, so they buried it aioag with the two crosses whereon 
the thieves were hang, and for two hundred years they lay " under 
earth" (pp. 35, 108). 

Adrian knew where the Cross was, but to prevent Christians 
from finding it out, be built a heathen temple on the spot ; and so 
the place was forsaken, and finally neither pi^un nor Christian 
knew where the Rood lay (p. 35), 

After a time Constantine became emperor', pious and honomnble, 
and a friend to Christians, although as yet he was unbaptized. 

In the sixteenth year of his reign, a foreign but mighty nation 
assembled on the buiks of the Danube to make war upon the 
Roman people ^. Constantine, praying for divine assistancej marched 
against his foes ; but, when he saw the hostile hosts, he was sad 
unto death, expecting that all his army would perish in the 
conflict. The night before the battle the emperor had a vision, in 
which he saw an angel, who bade him to be of good cheer, and 
to look up to heaven. On looking up he saw in the sky the sacred 
token of Christ's Cross, and above the Cross was written these 
words : " By this conquer " (p. 3) . 

On tbe morrow he commanded a cross to be made, aiier the 
pattern of that which he had seen in his vision, and caused it to 
be borne before him in battle, instead of a banner. 

As soon as the enemy saw the sign of the holy Rood, they were 
seized with a panic, and fied; so Constuitiue won the victory 
through the power of the Cross (pp. 4, 36, 37, 88, 109). 

When the emperor returned home, he made enquiry concerning 
the Cross, and whose token it was. Christians came and told bim 
of the Trinity, and of the advent and death of Christ ; so the 
emperor became a Christian, and was baptized by Pope Silvester 
fpp. 4, 3'S). 

' The dates giveo in these legends are very uiDorreci. No. 1. placei ConrttuitJlie'* 
reign in the year 133 after the Pmsioh; in the Vercelli poem (No. XL Golden 
Legend) it is "an C jere and more." 

. ■ Eiuebiua, !□ hia L^ft of Cotutantmi, ke., speaks Mil; of the wu between the 
emperor and Uaientiae. 
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CoDstantdne, through reading holy books, leamt that the Cross 
was somewhere in Jerusalem ; so he sent Helena his mother (who 
is said to have been seventy years old at this time) there to find, if 
possible; where it was hidden. 

When Helena came to Jerusalem, she called together all the 
Jewish citizens, and bade them choose the wisest of their kin, who 
should come before her and tell her what she was d^^i^ons of 
knowing. 

A thousand of the wisest of the Jewish people appeared before 
her, and she commanded them to select the wisest from among 
them to answer a question that she was about to propose to them 
(pp. 6, 38, 91). 

After leaving the queen's presence in great fear, they discussed 
among themselves what the question might be. Then one Judas, 
the son of Simon, and brother of Stephen the martyr, said unto 
them : " I know what the question will be ; for the queen will ask 
us where the Cross of Christ was laid. But beware that none of 
you tell her ; for I know well that thereupon shall all the ordi- 
nauces of our law be destroyed. For Zacheus my grand&tber said 
to Simon my fother, and my father at his death said to me, 
' Inquiry sh^ be made concerning the Cross on which our elders 
hanged Jesus Christ; but beware, tell not', for any torment 
that thou sbalt suSer, where the Cross of Jesus was laidj for 
after that it shall be found, the Jews shall reign no more, but 
Christian men shall have the sovereignty; and truly this Jesus 
was the Son of God ' " (p. 8). 

The Jews, having listened attentively to the discourse of Judas, 
unanimously declare that they will not reveal where the Cross is 
hid, and cautioned Judas to keep silent respecting it (p. 9). 

Helena again summoned the Jews before her, and threatened 
them with fire unless they quickly made known where the Cross 
was to be found. Alarmed at the queen's threats, they presented 
Judas to her, saying, " Lady, this man is skilful and learned, and 
able to make known to you all the things that thou art desirous 

* Tbs firBt and «acond of oar legenda, agteeing with tha Vercalll Ctoib po«m, 
Tepraaent Siuion m Uddinf Jndai (o revenl the place of tlie Crora beibre he is put 
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of knowing." Then the qneen let all the others go, but retained 
Judas, who, however, refased to give any information. Then the 
queen eomnunded Jadas to be cast into a deep pit, where he was 
kept without meat or drink for seven days, at the end of which 
time he expreeaed hie willingness to tell the truth concerning the 
CrosB. When he was taken out of the pit, he brought Helena to 
the place of the crucifixion, and there offered up a prayer, beseech- 
ing God to disclose the place where the crosses were hidden (p. to) ; 
whereupon the earth quaked, and there arose " the sweetest smell 
of all the most precious perfumes/' Then Judas rejoiced and said, 
" Verily Jesus is the Saviour of the world." Having said these 
words, he began to dig, and at the depth of twenty feet he found 
three crosses, which were removed to Jerusalem. He could not 
say, however, which was the Cross of our Lord, so he awaited the 
manifestation of divine power. About noon the Jews brought in 
the dead body of a young man that was about to be buried. Judas 
retained the bier, and laid one of the crosses upon the dead body, 
and then the second; and when the third touched the corpse, it 
came to life, and blessed the name of the Lord. Then the devil 
was greatly enraged, and was heard crying in the air and saying, 
" Judas, what is this that thou hast done ? Thou hast done the 
opposite what the other Judas did. Through him I won many 
souls, and through thee I shall lose many; through him I reigned 
over the people, through thee I have lost my realm" (p. Ji), 

Judas, being filled with the Holy (rhost, cursed the devil, and 
said, " May Christ siak thee into the deep ahyes of hell ; " wherer 
upon the devil was no longer to be seen or heard. After this, Judas 
was baptized by the name of Cyriacus, and in time became bishop 
of Jerusalem (p. 12). 

Helena longed, to possess the nails of the Cross, and commanded 
Cyriacus to make search for them. He did so, and discovered 
them glistening in the earth like the purest gold. The queen, 
by a voice &om heaven, was bidden to take the nails to set them 
in the bridle of her son Gonstantine^ (p. 13). For three years he 



' Some Bay that one n»il wbb wrought tu a bit, and faatened to the bridle of 
ConitMitine's bone, while two othan ware seaured to (he helmet. Other legends lay 
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oamed them about with him, and afterwards placed them beside the 
CrosB. At St. Deoie are the nails and the king'e crown (p. 120). 
She gave also a part of the Cross to her son, and the other part 
she left enshrined in gold, silver, and preciotis stones, in a church 
which she caused to be built upon Mount Calvary (p. 96), Thua 
was the holy Rood found on the third of May, which we call Holy 
Rood Day. 

§ 1 3. Another Legend concerning the Finding of the 
Cross (pp. 108-121). 

Constantino, being detdrous of finiling the holy Cross upon which 
Jesus had suffered, sent two messengers, Benciras and Ansiers, to 
hie mother Helena, bidding her without delay to make search for 
the holy Rood. The queen had with her at this time a sHUuI 
goldsmith, who owed a large sum of money to a Jew, under a bond 
to yield an equivalent in weight of his own flesh if the debt should 
not be paid when due. The day of payment came, and the gold- 
smith was unable to satisfy the Jew's claims. The case came 
before the queen's court, and was tried by Benciras and Ansiers, 
who ask the Jew how he proposes to take the penalty. He replies 
that he intends to put out the debtor's eyes, then to smito off his 
hands, and lastly to cut off his tongue and nose. 

The judges bid Tij u i take the flesh, but beware to take no blood 
with it, for that was not included in the contract. The Jew says, 
"Methinks the worst part of the bargain is e 



To take the flesh if I assay. 
Then the blood will run away. 

Ye have ruined me by your decision; a curse light upon you 
for it." 

Then the judges declare the Christian man to be quit, and 
condenm the Jew to forfeit his goods to the queen, fmd to lose 
his tongue. 

that one nail woa thrown i 
ware pUoed in tha bridle ol 
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lie Jew, ag'faast at this decision, offers to disclose wliere the 
Lord's holy Croes is to be fbond ; whereupon Helena declflfes that 
if he can do so he shall receive a full pardon, but shall lose hie eyes 
in case he doea not perform his promise. 

Then the Jew leads Helena to Calvary, and digs np three 



§ 14. How to make the Sign of the Cross. 

.£l&io, in hie instrnctiona for making the sign of the Cross 
(p. 104), gives the Western mode as follows : — With three fingers 
must one make the sign of the cross, and bless himself, on account 
of the Holy Trinity. He seems to condemn the use of the open 
hand in making the sign of the Cross^ (p. 104). 

" The gesture of benediction is ... . either Greek or Latin ; it is 
always given with the right hand, the hand of power. In the 
Greek Church it is performed with the forefinger entirely open, the 
middle finger slightly bent, the thumb crossed upon ibei third 
finger, and the little finger bent. This movement and position of 
the five fingers form, more or less perfectly, the monogram of the 
Son of God." (Didron's ChrUt. leonog. p. 407.) 

"The Latin benediction is given with the thamb and two 
first fingers open, the third and little finger remaining closed." 
{lb. p. 408.) 

§ 15. The Exposition of the Cross*. 

There was, in the year of our Lord six hundred and fifteen, an 
impious king of Persia, named Chosroes, who commanded sSi his 
subjects to call him the King of kings and Lord of lords. With 
s great army he invaded Jerusalem, and destroyed the churches of 
the Christians. He went to the holy sepulchre with the intention 
of destroying it, but a great fear withheld him. Nevertheless, he 

' " Mska the Bign of the cron on your mouth with the thumb, uid taj, ' Qod be 
our help ;' then r Ui^ oron from above the forehaad down to the brtMt, with 
the three Sogers." {Aneren Rimle, p. 19.) See Gretser, voL i. Uh. ir. taf. I, 3, 

' See pp. 48-J7 ; 87-107 ; 111^130; 161-169. 
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took posseesioii of the holj Rood lefl there by HeleoB, and oarried 
it aw*y into his own country. Forthwith he nueed a high tower 
of silver, ornamented with all kinds of precious stones ; and therein 
he set a throne wrought of " red gold," in which was represented 
the son, moon, and stars, so that it looked like heaven. By means 
of pipes perforated with small holes, he caused water to descend 
as rain; and caosing horses to tramp constantly through hidden 
trenchesj he imitated the noise of thimder. He even imitated the 
song of angels ty means of " secret whistles," Here on his throne 
he sat, endeavouring- to represent God himself; and beside him 
on his right side he placed one of his sons ^, feigning hi m to be 
Ood the Son; and a third person on his left hand represented 
the Holy Qhost. To his eldest son the impious king resigned his 
throne, and for many a day practised his cursed " maumetry." In 
those days there was an emperor named Heraclius, who was 
renowned &r and wide as a brave, pious, and God-fearing sovereign. 
Chcffiroes' son was envious of the Christian king's renown, and 
determined to win from him his kingdom. The two armies met 
near ihe banks of the Danube, and the son of Chosroes proposed 
to the emperor to decide the contest by a single combat on the 
bridge of the river. Heraclius consented, and through the divine 
assistance won the victory, and slew his opponent. Then Heraclius 
came to Persia, and found the impious Chosroes, like a Qod, sitting 
on his throne. Because be had honoured the Cross, the emperor 
offered to spare his life, if be would forsake his " maumetry " and 
be baptized. On his refusal, Heraclius commanded his head to be 
struck off, and gave the kingdom to the son of the heathen king. 
The holy Rood he removed, intending to carry it back to Jeru- 
salem. After he had descended from the Mount of Olives, he 
essayed to enter the gate of the city (by which the Saviour went 
to his Passion} on horseback, in royal array; bat the stones lying 



' Some legenda uy that the Croaa placad on hia right represeiited the Son, uid 
S cock on hia left represented the Hoi; Ghost. The Croaa aeema to have been a 
true repreeentatioa of the Son. " The earlieat Cbristiui artiita, vhen ^ ninkiiig 
a TepreaeiitatioD of the IViiiit;, placed a oioas beside the Father and the Hoi; Spirit 
— a crqea only, without our enicdfiad Lord." (Didron'a Christian leonoffraphy, 
p. 369, Bohn's Illnatrated Library.) 
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round tlte place suddenly dosed aboat, and formed an impenetrable 
wall. 

At the same time an angel appeared Btaoding on the wall, 
with the sign of the cross in his hand, and reminded tlie emperor 
that Christ had entered by this gate in humble clothing, riding 
upon an ass. HeracliuB, thus rebuked for bis pride, dismounted, 
and stripped himself of his royal robea, and barefooted bore the 
Cross into the city, the obstacles to his entrance having suddenly 
disappeared. When the Cross entered the city, it gave forth a most 
delightful savour, and filled all places with its sweetness, and all 
assembled began to praise the Cross thus, saying, " thuu mar- 
vellons Cross, more Inminoos than the stare, greatly art thou to be 
honoured and loved by all the world; for tJiou alone wast worthy 
to bear the ransom of the world. Sweet tree, save thou this 
assembly that are here this day gathered together for thy honour 
and praise." 

Thus was the precious tree re-established, and the ancient 
miracles were revived. 

This took place on the fifteenth day of the month of September, 
and is still commemorated by the festival called The Exposition of 
liie Holy Cross '. 

§ i6. TraceB of the Cross before the Crucifixion. 

The Cross is mentioned in the Old Law. It was planted in 
Fatadise ; Adam took shelter therennder when he had sinned ; the 
blood of Abel cried from mider it. 

It was the &ct of Isaac's carrying the wood for his sacrifice in 

' iStoj mlncUa tra related in K>me of these legonds m being aoQn«etad with the 
Rood after its eipoution (lee pp. lo.;, 104, 130, 166-169). ^ '"' "" nMotiolied 
in connaction with the Invention (aee pp. 115, 159, 160). Gretser has aometiung on 
the i^ of the Cross, vol. i. lib. i. cap. 91. Seep. 115 of this volame. 

In HaH. 1 3 1; 1 If. go bk., mentioo is made of a great miraole of a knight Mlled 
Sr Roger Wallyabaron ; how he in the Holy Land wanted to bring off a piece of the 
Orott ; how his thigh opened marrellonBl;, and receiTed it ; how be waa oarried to 
Cornwall, when hie thigh opened and let the fivgment of the Croae out, A piece of 
this he gaTO to his parish ohorch, " Ciosi-pariah," and the rest to Bt. Buryan'a 
College. 
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the form of a croBS upon his shouldere, that prompted God the 
Father to send an angel to arrest the arm of Abraham'. 

Hie four corners of Noah's ark were made of it^ (p. ii6). 

Oreteer (vol, i. lib. i. cap. 43-46), as figures of the Cross, men- 
tions Jacob's ladder, Jacob's staff, the transposition of Jacob's 
bands in blessing: the sons of Joseph, the scarlet cord in the window 
of Kahab, the nail with which Jael slew Sisera, the oak and rod 
of Gideon, &c, 

Moses' wand came &om this tree ; and in Egypt the Israelites 
were saved bj the sign of the cross. Moses raised a cross in the 
wilderness, by which those who were stung by serpents were healed. 
When he held up his own hands, it was in tbe form of a croes. 
The dispute concerning the priesthood was settled by Aaron's rod 
having a cross upon it (p. 117). (See Qretser, vol. i. Hb. i. cap. 44,) 
When David went to fight with Goliath, he was armed with a staff 
like a cross (p. 1 18). 

' Didran's Ohriit. lamog., Bohn'g Hlofltrated Libr»ij, p. 370. 

' For tho folloiriiig intereatdng note I (un indebted to tbe kindness of (he Her. 
Dr. Barry:— 

"The Scripture auth, 'Abrahun circamcised 318 men of his household.*' HeMf 
the tneaoliig first of the 18, then' of the 300. The ten and eight ore represented, t^ 
ten by I, and the eight by H. There thoo haet t]ie b^^inning of the name IBZOTX. 
But because the Cross, in the form of the letter T, was to oarry the grttoe (of sal- 
Tation), therefore he adds the 300 (which is repNaented by T in Greek). So he 
shows (brth Jesus in the first two letters, and tbe Cross in the third." (Zetfer ^ 
Bantahai, so called, c. ii.) 

In c. lii. of the same Epistle, the Cross is spoken of as symbolized by the out- 
stretching of the hands of Uosea during the batUe with Amalek (Bxod. xriL 8, &c.), 
which is aaaumed to have been a stretching oat of both hands as on the Cross, though 
the mention of the " rod of God in my hand " (Ezod. zvii. 9) suggests a different 
posture. 

Then, "All day long I have stretched forth my hands," &o. So in Bom. i. 11, 
but Isa. Ixv. 2 is ' I have spread out my hands all the day unto a rebellious people,' 
is explained as foreshadowing the Cross. 

Next, the " pole " of the brazen serpent ii explained as foreebadowing a cross. In 
bet, some old translators render It toic^ by " in cruce." 

On these passages Hefble refers to Jnetin. Dial. e. Tiyph.li. Ill, p. 104; Tertnllian. 
adv. Jud. c. 10; adv. Marc. iii. 18 ; Justin. ApoL I. n. 35 ; Divi. c. TryfA. n. 9;. 

• This ia not expressly in Holy Scripture, but in Gen. xiv. 14, 318 ia given as the 
nnmber of Abram's serianta in the war against tbe kings; and in xvii. iS, 17, all the 
men of bis bouae are circmnciBed. 
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Wbea Elijah met the widow of Zarephath, that woman picked 
np two pieces of wood, which she held np in the form of a ciobs ; 
and God, for that action, increased the quantity of meal and oil in 
her honee, aad afterwards pennitted the prophet to restore her son 
tolifei. 

The sign of Thau in the Old Law is a token of the cross^ 
(p. ii8). 

" The Cross, made with beams put together, had the shape of the 
Samaritan Tau, says St. Jerome^, whose words are these : ' In the 
oldest Hebrew letters, which the Samaritans now make use of, the 
last, whioh is Tau, had tlie form of a cross.' This Tau, like a 
cross, was like the T of the Greeks, according to Paulinus, who says 
that the shape of the Cross is expressed by the Greek letter Tan, 
which stands for three hundred. The Cross of our Lord was some- 
thing different from the letter Tan ; the beam that was fixed in the 
earth crossing that which was athwart it above, and made as it 

W]ere a head by rising above it This is the form of the Cross 

which St. Jerome means, when he compares it to birds flying, to 
a man swimming, and to a man praying to God with his arms 
extended." (Humphrey's Montfavam, vol. z. pt. ii. bk. iii. cap. i, 
p. 158, quoted in Notes and QwerUs, 1853J vol. vii. p. 461.) 

The paschal lamb seems to have been roasted in the form of a 
cross. 

" This Iamb, which was to be roasted whole, was a symbol of the 
punishment of the Cross, which was inflicted on Christ, To yap 
&irni)n<vov irpo^rov, K,r.X. For the lamb which was roasted was so 
placed as to resemble the figure of a cross; with one spit it Was 
pierced longitudinally, &om the toil to the head ; with another it 
was transfixed through the shoulders, so that the forelegs beoanLe 



' Didron'a Chritt. lamog., Bobn's Uluatnttcil Libnury, p. 37. " 'Lord,' saith she 
[the womim of Zarephath] to EUjah the holj prophet, ' behold I am gathering two 
itioks.' These two eticlu betoken that one atiok which stood apright, and that 
other oUd of the preoiouB Ctohb, which weot athwa>t it." (Antrtn Jttule, p. 403.) 

' In Ezek. ii. 4, 6, the mark spoken of is the letter I^u. 

' A certun Jew who had become a cooiart to Christtanitj, used to say that the 
T»u of the old alphabets resembled the sign of the Crora. (Olig«ii, in Nota and 
Qaeria, Series H. vol. vil. p. 53.) 
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extended." (Vide Jnstini Martyri Opera, edit, Obertliiir, vol. ii- 
p. 106, quoted in Noiet md Qtienet, 1853, vol. viii. p. 545.) See 
also Greteer, toI. i. lib. i. cap. 44 ; Lipsius, bk. i. ch. 8. 

§ 17. The Analogy of the Cross in Nature'. 

The first man and woman were made in the form of a cross 
(p. 118). The Cross is the head of H0I7 Writ^ the foondation of 
e]Brgy, and the rule of holy life. 

It is made up of foor notches and three woods, by which is 
nnderetood the seven arts. Multiply three and four together, and 
it gives US the earn of the Old and of the New Laws — ten of the 
Old, and two of the New. 

Man's form is lite a croBB, and he is composed of seven elements 
— the body of four, and the sotil of three. 

The Cross was made of wood, and not of stone, for very good 
reasons— through a tree man was lost, through a tree man was 
saved (p, 119). 

The world is in the form of a cross j for the east shines above our 
heads, the north is on the right, the south at the left, and the west 
stretchra ont beneath onr feet. Birds, that they may rise in the air, 
extend l^eir wings in the form ot a cross ; men, when praying, or 
when heating aside the water while swimming, assume the form of 
a cross. Man differs from tJie inferior animals in his power of 
standing erect and extending his arms. 

A vessel, flying upon the seas, displays her yard-arme in the form 
of a croee, and cannot cut the main unless her maei stands, cross- 
like, erect in the lur ; finally, the ground cannot be tilled without 
the secret sign, and the Tan, the crucifixion letter, is the letter of 
salvation. (Didron, p. 372.) See the curious plate to p. 42, bk, i. 
ch. 9 of Lipsius's Be Crwce, Amsterdam, 1670. lamo. 

Thus we see that old writers foond traces of the Cross through- 
ont 1^1 nature, and in the words of one of our seventeenth oen- 
tnry authors, poet and diviue, are ever exclaiming — 

■ "Thedgnof the CrosBiiimpresHed upon the whole of njitura." (Apol. i. i ^a.) 
' Babaniu Maimu (Da ZaadlbM Satteta Cnieit) detects tlie Crow eierTwhere. 
(Didron, p. 37*.) 
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ISTBODCCnoN. TOl 

" Who can blot oat the Cfobb, which th' instrament 
Of Q«d dewed on me in the saonunent? 
Who can deny me power and liberty 
To stretch mine unas, and mine own cross to be? 
Swim, and at every stroke thou art thy cross I 
The mast and yard make one when seas do toss. 
Look down, thou spj'st ever crosses in small things; 
Look up, thou seest birds raised on crossed wings. 
All the globe's frame and sphere is nothing else 
Bat the meridian's crossing parallels." 

§ 1 8. The Stoiy of Longiuus. 

There are two kindred sabjects taken np in the present pages : 
(i) The stoiy of Longintu, who, as usnal, is confounded with the 
centurion that pierced the Saviour's side (see p. 106); (2] The 
upliftiDg of the Cross at the Crucifixion (p. 144). 

On this subject, see Oretser, vol. i. lib. i. cap. ai : "Nam 
Christus humi, an in Bublimi sit suffixns cruci." 

It is generally agreed that the Saviour was nsiled to the Cross 
before it was fixed in the ground in an upright position. 



For further information on the Cross, and the various t^^ods 
connected with it, see — 

Butory of ike Holy Crost (Beijeau, J. P.), Loud. 1863. 

3%e Ancient OomitA Drama (ed. Norris), Oxford, 1859. 

Sacred and LegcTidary Art (Jameson, A.), Lond. 1848. 

Hittory of vw Lord (Jameson, A.), Loud. 1854. 

Didron's CkrUtian Iconography (Bohn's Illustrated Library), 
Loud. 1851. 

Works of Jacobus de Yoragine and of Rabanus Manros. 

Rortus 8. OrucU (Gretser, J.), Ingolstadt, 1610. 

Gretser's Worht, 17 vols. Batisb. 1734-41 ; of which vols. 1-3 
beat of the Cross. 

Zfc Crutx (Lipsius, J.), Amsterdam, 1670. 
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DISCOVERT OF THE SACRED CROSS. 

Hear ye now what I shall say to you concerning the holy roc)4 
(cross) upon which Christ sufferecl, how it was found on this day. 
When that one huadred and thirty-three years had elapsed after Christ's 
passion and ascension to heaven, then reigned Constantine the great, 
Kaiser in the city of Bnme. He was pious in morals and honourahle 
in actions, a supporter of Christian men, and, nevertheless, was not 
yet baptized. In the sixth year of Constantine's reign there was 
assembled a great foreign folk at the rirer which is called Danube, 
and they were ready to fight against the Kaiser and the Roman 
people. Then was it soon made known to the great Kaiser Con- 
stantjne, and he immediately gathered together a great army, and 
marched ag^nst his foes with a sorrowful mood, and oft looked up 
heaTen-wards, earnestly praying for divine assistance. When they came 
to the river then saw he the great and innumerable host of his enemies ; 
then was he exceedingly sorrowful and sad even unto death, because 
be thought that they would all perish. Then on that same night, that 
Constantine slept and rested himself, there came to him an exceed- 
ingly beautiful (fair) angel in white shining garments, and he awoke 
him and sud, " Constantine, be thou not sad, but look up now unto 
this heaven." And he immediately looked up unto heaven and there 
saw the eacred token of Christ's cross standing opposite him, and 
distinguished hy the hrightnees of a great light, and these words were 
written above the cross ; " Constantine, with this sign thou shalt over- 
come and subdue all thy enemies." He then awoke blithely (joyfully) 
because of the fair sight (vision) and for the great promised victory; 



iiizedbv Google 



[p^RE HALGAN RODE QEMETNES.*] •[A«t,P.rT. 

Libnij) Imi 

/~^ elien>% ge na hwtet ic eow aecgon wille ymbe {>a halgaa rode 

" {« Crist on Jtrowode. hu heo on jieoane dteg gefunden wkb. 

(>a& WKS agan an hund' wintra ] (ri ] [ritti wintra refter 'MS. nnnd. 

oristes |»rowunge ■] upstigo to heofenum ; )« risode eoDBtan- 

tinua se nuere caaere on roma byrii;. He wk8 eawffest on bea- DsKriptioD of 

wum. ;j arftest on dtedum. cristenra manna fultumend. ^ ntes comudUm. 

)>eab )>agyt gefullod. jia on [lam sixtau gtere [>e constantintM Hiiencmfai 

risode t>a wees geeamnod micel »l|>eodig folc to )xere ea. )>e ia ^'**'^ 

gehaten danubia. -y wxron gearwe to fihtane ongean ]>oae kasere, 

•y on[gean] {>a romaniscan leode. )>a wear% hit sona (lam meran 

conatantine ]iam kasere gecyd. ] he |ia Bone gegaderode micele 

fyrde. ;] ongten hie fiond ferde mid carfullum mode. ] gelome 

beheold wi)> beofenas weard. biddende giome godcundne fultum. 

)ia hio to t<{ere ea com an. |>a geseah he %eer }» mycelan ■} jm 

ungerimed*lican ferde. j>fera hia fionda. ]>a wsa he swi^ sarig ] • [isif lo, 

geunrodead o$ dea%. for )>an )>e he wende ^ hi ealle acoldon 

sweltan; {la on [lare ylcan nihte ]>e constontinus alep: ] bine CoartmUne'i 

gereste. |>a com him to aum awi^ fa^r tencgel on hwitum scin- '*™- 

endum reafe. •} hine awehte. ^ cw(e%. Gonstantinua ne beo |>u na 

unrot. Ac beaeoh nu up into Jiiaaere' heofenan. ] he 5a sona ''""'^^ 

beaeah up on fisere heofenan. ■] jxer geseah f halwende tacen [jj;™'™'*" 

ChrieteB rode on myceles liohtea brihtnesae ongean him geaet ;] 

gemearcod. ^ )iaa word bufen {tare rode awritene WKron. Con- 

Btantinus on fiaum taone ^u ofercymat -j ofer-swi¥eat ealle fine 

fiond; he awoo |)a blif^lioe for (were ftegeran geaih^e. ] for Jwere 
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4 DISCOVEBY OP THE SACRED CROSS. 

ftud he marked on his head and on hiB banner the sign of the holy 
rood in honour to Ood. Then immedlatelf on the morrow the E»ser 
Gonunanded to be made a golden rood of the same form that he had 
Been so gloriously shining in the heavens, and he commanded it to be 
borne before him against the heathen. As soon as they looked upon 
the sign of the holy rood they immediately became terrified and turned 
to flight ; and Constantine the great Kaiser had the victory, and his 
army slew the heathen, and some moreover were drowned in the river. 
On this day the Almighty God gave great victory to the noble King 
Gonstantine, through the greet might of the illustrious cross of Christ. 
After that the great Kuser again returned home to his own city. 
Then he commanded to be sammoued before him all the dders and 
scribes of the Jewish folk, and asked them whose token that might 
be which he had seen shining so gloriously in the heavens. They 
then replied, " It is the great and the glorious heavenly token upon 
which the Son of tie living God has suffered." When those that 
were Christians heard of this, then came they forthwith to the noble 
Kaiser Oonstantine, and with very joyful mood preached to him con- 
cemiog the Holy Trinity, and the holy advent of the begotten Son 
of God, in what wise he was bom of the human body of the holy 
woman Saint Uary; and they told him of the sufferings which out 
Saviour suffered on the crosa, for the salvation and redemption of 
mankind, and how our Lord was buried in the tomb, and on the third 
day rose immortal from the dead ; and harrowed hell, and bound the 
old devil ; and afterwards ascended to heaven and prepared a way of 
return for those who shall merit it. When this was told to the noble 
Kaiser Constantino, then became he very joyful in mood, and sent his 
mother Helena with a great army to the city of Kome to the bishop, 
and bade them, earnestly beseech him that he would come and baptize 
him. Then inunedlatcly the bishop thanked God for this, and baptized 
the King in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 
and firmly strengthened him in the true faith. And he then brake 
in pieces and destroyed all tJie idols, and consecrated churches there, 
and appointed all ecclesiastical orders according to the ordinances (of the 
Church). After that the great Kaiser Constantino was confirmed in the 
tme fMth, then b^an he to leam the divine lore and to read the 
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mierao behatenan aige. ;] mearcodehim onheafdeLaligrodetacen. 
his gu.%faiuui gode to war%m]^tej Da aone on mergea 
het Be kasere constantinus gewyrcan one gyldene rode on }>tere 

i^an gelicnesse. j>e he on heofenum swa nuerlice Bcinende geaetth. 

heo beforan bim beran bet ongean* )» hK|>enai). Sona Bwa bio * [i»f ii.] 

1 f halige rode taken beaeagon. ]>a wurdon hio sona a^bte. -j 
lo fleame gehwyrfde. ] constantinus se maare kasere )« aige biefde. dmrtuntin* 

bis fyrd j>a hfe)>enan ofsloh ! ^ hi eac aume on ftere ea wurdon ^?^ "^ 
adrfflnete ; on ^iaum dsege ae teknibtiga god sealde mycelne sige 
])sm meeran kininge constantiue. {>urh f mycele mngen |Mere matre 
ChrisitB rode, ^fter )iam [« ae nuere kasere eft ham geweende to 
his ogenre byrig into rone. )ia het he bim to gelangian ealle )ia h*«id«]u 
eoldomuen. i )>a boceras ^ms iudeiecan folces. -\ aceode Uiont hwies itiaai tiw 
tacen $ bion mihte J)e he on Jwere heofenan swa nuerlice scinende 
geseah. Hio (la cweadon bit is ^ mycele -\ f nicere heofenlice 
tacen. ]ie )ies lifigendan godea annu on Jirowode. Da f geacaodon 
|)e J>£er triatene wseron. |ia coman hio brtedlice to "fnan nueran 
kasere coostantine. 1 swi|ie bIi)iU)n mode bim bodedon )ia halgan 
|iryneaae.] be Jiam halgan tocyme. ^a aciennedan godes sunu. on 
hwylce wiaan he ♦akrenned w«re )mrh nuenaiscne lichaman of »[ifii(ii, 
{■tere halgan fcemnan aanefa marian. "^ tealdon bim [la (rowunga )ie 
nre hselend on [xere rode ^rowode. for mankynnes httlo. -^ alesed- 
nesse. ] hu ore drihten on byrgenne woes bebyr^d. ^ on juini 
%riddan deege undea]>lice of de&Ve sras. ] helle gehergoda ] )ione 
ealdan diofol geband. •} aeofilien to heofenwn astah. ] jiider w^ 
gerymde ))a»i ))e f geearnian willa%. Sa ]>ia ^ejia nueran kasere 
constantine geteald wees. Jia wear% be swi%e bli^e on mode. ] 
asEende )>a his moder elenan mid myclum werode to rome byrig to 
^am' biscope. ] hine giomlice biddan het. f he wedlice him tocome i ms. Vi. 
3 hine gefnllade ; |)a sona ae biscop ))tee gode )iaQcode. i bine contuntiiieta 
gefullode on &eder uaman. -\ sunn ^ on )>tes halgan gastes. ;] hine 
ftestlice trymede. to )iam rihtan geleafan. ^ he )>a ealle hiora 
diofol-geld tobrKe. ] towearp. ] bim fuer cirican gehalgode ^ ealle 
ciriclice badea gesette be eendebyrdnessa S>a Bi<^S%eu ae meera 
kasere constantinus *w«s getrymed mid rihtan geleafan. He *[i«ati2] 
)» liomian ongan [u godcundan lare. ] [u halgan cristcs bee 
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6 DISCOVERY OP THE SACRED CROSS. 

holy booka of Christ. When he had learned in the holy books in 
irhich place our Lord was anhanged on the cross, then sent he h!a 
mother the holy woman Helena with a large army to the great 
city Jerusalem, that she might enquire there concerning the holy 
cross ; and he hade her that she should huild churches in that same 
place where she, through God's assistance, might find the holy cross. 
The blessed queen Helena then put her trust firmly in God Almighty 
and departed. When she entered into the great city of Jerusalem, then 
bade she to be assembled before her all the Jewish folk. When they 
came before her then spake she unto them, thus saying: "I know, 
having learnt in your prophetical books, that you were from the first 
chosen by Christ himself ; and ye know how our Lord wrought divine 
miracles — many blind he caused to see, and to the deaf he gave hearing, 
and drove out devils from demoniacs, and cleansed the lepers, and 
rMsed the dead to life, and healed many and divers diseases ; and your 
elders throi^h the devil's lore doomed the Redeemer, the Almighty 
Lord, deliverer of the earth, to death, and hanged him on the cross ; 
and he on the third day arose from the dead. And your -hearts are 
yet hardened so that ye may not understand nor acknowledge the true 
Creator of the earth, the Saviour and Redeemer ; but the curse still 
abideth over you, which your elders themselves asked for in the passion 
of our Lord, when they said, ' His blood and the vengeance of his 
blood be upon us and upon our children.' But choose ye now the 
wisest men of your kin so that they may rightly answer that which 
I shall ask them," And they then in great fear went out, and earnestly 
considered what the question should be. And then they chose a thou- 
sand of the best of the learned Jewish men and brought them before the 
holy queen. Then spake the holy queen Helena : " Take heed now to my 
words. Behold I have ye not learned in your prophetical books concerning 
the advent of the begotten Son of God, and how our Saviour was 
hanged on the cross as his own will was. So ye yourselves have 
learnt all these things and know them, and yet will not now underatand 
what I wish to enquire of you." They answered and sud, " Tell us, lady, 
wherefore thou spakeet so sternly to usl" And she answered and 
sud, "Go out and choose you of these the men who are best learned 
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raedan ; {>& he geliorned hsefde on )«j» halgftn bocum. on hwyl- 
cere atowe ui-e drihten on rode ahangen wteti ! jm sseade he his 
moder )ia halgan fEemnan elenan mid mycluni werodo to bare Hctsugoei 
wuldorfullan bjrig hierusalem.. to )>an* f hio |«er ofaJtian scolde w ■'*'' ""' 
t>a balgan rode. ] he hire behead f hio acohle on fxere ilcan atowe 
cirican getimbrian Jwer hio ])urh godea fultum Jia halgan rode 
gefindan mihte; Seo eadige cwen elena |ia ffestllce hire hiht 
geaette on gode telmihtigum. ] tcferde; pa hio ineode on )ia 
wuldorfullan byrig ierusolem. ]» het hi hiore togesamnian call ^"™"™"* 
^ iadeiace folc j )>a )>a hi comau beforan hire. '6& aprcec hio hiom 
to. 1 )>us owwS ; Ic wat ^ geliomod hiebbe on eower witegung- 
bocum f ge weeron fram frym^e gecorene fram criste seliiim. ^ 
ge witan hu ure drihten godcuude wuldre geworhte. fela blinda 
he onlibte. ] deafum 'bearcnunge forgeaf. ] deofla beof maunum •[iwfi^ 
adrcefde. ^ reofii[c]e he geclceusoda ■} deade he to life arierde. 
-] mtenige tniatlice uutrumuesea he gehtelde. '} eowre eldran |ioue 
lelmihtigan drihten middaneardes alesend Jiurh diofles lare to 
deaSe gedemdon. ■} on rode ahengon ; ^ he on [>&»» Sriddan diege 
of dea%e araa f ] get eowre beortan aheardode sioudon ^ ge ne 
roE^n ongeton ne oncnawan [isene aoJifiBStau acyppend middan- 
eardes bKleiid; [] alesendj ac] seo awyrgednea' ofer eowwunaS. iiutbeMS. 
|)e eower yldran ahiedon aylfe on Jiiera (irowunga urea drihtnea. Jia »iided 
hio cwfedon sio hia blod ] his hlodea wteec. ofer lis. ] ofer i 
beam ; Ac geceosa% eow nn )<& wiseatas mien of eowre miegSe 
to (lam f hio me rihtlice ^wyrdan magon jues ic hiom azian i 
wille ; ^ hio t>a mid myclum ege uteodon. ■} giomlice jiohtan 
hwset eeo acaung beon acolde. ] hio )>a gecuron Jmaend Jwira betat ' 
gel^redra iudeiscra manna. ^ ^a, toforan ^e halgan cwene '' 
gelteddon. Da sprjec seo halige ewen elena. nndemima^ nn ' 
mine word, la hu ne lior^nodon ge on eowrum witegung-bocum i 
be jiam tocyme yxe anctennedan godcs sunn, f ure hielend 
ahangen wees on r5de awa his ogen willa wtes. awa ge selfe ealle 
)>a )>iac witan ] cunnan. ^ nn get ge ongytan nella% (itea ic eow 
acaian wille ; Hi andawarodon hire, -j cwadon ; aege us hieefdige. 
for hwi Jm us Jius stit)liee word tosprece ; Hi ]8warode -j cwae?. 
gaS ut ] geceosa* eow of \>imm \i& weraa |>e betat gelserede 
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8 DI&COVBEY OF THE SACKED CBOSS. 

thftt they may show me thie day all the thin^ which I shall ask of 
them." Then they with great dread went out from the queen, and 
discussed among themselves and anxiously considered what the question 
might be. Then spake there one called Judae, "I know indeed what 
the question will be ; it ia about the holy cross on which our elders 
hanged the Naxarene Saviour. If this queen will ask about this, then 
consider whether ye will declare it onto her, for we know assuredly 
that afterwards all the ordinances of our elders shall he destroyed." 
He said then again, " Za^cheus, my old-father (grandiather), sud to 
my father, and my father to me, thus saying, ' My dearest child, when 
there shall be an enquiry concerning the holy cross, on which our 
elders hanged the Saviour Christ, then take heed that thou reveal it 
ere thou be quelled to death, for never any longer shall the Jewish folk 
have sovereignty, but the kingdom shall belong to those who believe in 
the Alm^hty Qod, because that he is truly the Son of the living God.' 
Then answered I my father and said, ' My father, if our eldera, knew 
that he was the Son of the living God, wherefore did they hang him 
on the roodi' Then said my father to me, 'Juda, my dearest son, I 
was never of their mind, nor aided them in their counsels, hut I ever 
spake most strongly against their speech (counsel), because I always 
believed on the holy and marvellous name of the Son of the living 
God, whom our elders hanged for envy, and for wrath doomed him 
to death, and hanged him on the cross ; and he was laid in the tomb, 
and on the third day, of a truth, arose from the dead ; and after his 
miraculous resurrection he appeared to his beloved apostles ; and thy 
brother Stephen firmly believed in him, and therefore the Fbarisees and 
Sadducees then doomed him to death and with stones beat him (to 
death). Then said he, "My Lord, impute thou not these sins unto 
them, which they work upon me." ' Then said my father ag^n unto 
me, ' I advise thee, my dear son, that thou continually and firmly 
believe on Christ, the Son of the living God. Then shalt thou have life 
with him ever in eternity.' These things my father Simon said to me, 
as I have now said them unto you. Take thought now whether ye will 
declare it unto her if she will ask you about it." They answered 
and said, " We never before beard these words nor these things 
which thou now sayest unto us. If this queen shall ask about these 
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bion. f hjo me on pisam deege ealle ))a )iinc gecy^ m^an )>e 

ic heom acsiftn wille. Hio Jwi mid mycelum ege uteodon fram 

))sara cwena. ] heom betwionan geflit htefdon. ■} geomlice |>ohtaii 

hwEet 860 axung beon mihte; fa sprsec |>«r an indae wme ge- JuduHja 

Laten. Ic wat sofilice hwtet t«ofl axung bion wile, ymbe ]faB knomoiuw 

balgan rode |>e ure yldran ]>one nazareniscan heelend on abengon. 

Gif J>eofl cwen ]>iaeB axian wille. Iwnne behealdan ge hwiejier ge 

hit bire gecy|)au willeu. for jian we witan Bo]>lice f si<^S%en 

ealle ure yldrena geaetueeae toworpene bio]i ; he cwr^ ^ eft 

ZaeheuB min ealde faeder ssede minum fieder. ■} rain feder *s»de • [i«(i3, 

me •] cwte% to me. mia beam f liofesta JkiS eeo axung gewarpe Hb 

ymbe {>a halgan rode. })e ure yldran btelend criat on abengoa. zai!ctien> bad 

(ion wama fm |>e f {ti hio kylSe. (er )>am ptx to deaSe gecwylmed infomauon. 

wur])e. for|)am mefre ma iudeisc folc laanc ne ris&¥. Ac Jion bi]> 

Jwra manna rice ]>e gelefa* on Jione selmibtigan god. for [lam Jie 

be ia Bo)ilice ]iies lifisendan godes sunu ; )ia jswarodc ic minum 

fteder ] cw(^. fseder min gif ure yldran wysten f be waes criat 

fees lifigeudan godes aunu for hwi ahengon bi bine on rode ; JHt 

cwc^ min feeder to me. luda min beam f leofeata n^ea ic ncefre 

on heore gefeahte. ne heom tet Juere aprsce ue gefultumede. 

Ac ic tefre Bwi)ior ongean bio epnec. for)ion ]ie ic ongeat eimble 

bis |K>ne balgan -j wnndorlican naman p^a lifigendan godeii 

sunu. |>Eene ure yldran for sndan ahengon. ^ for graman to 

dea%e gedemdon. ^ bine on rode ahengon. -j be wtes on byrgene 

gel^^. ;) on j>am friddan dtege aoflice of dea%e ariis. *^ eefterhiB *(iaiii.] 

wuldorfullan ffiriate be bine letewede bis gecorenum liominc- 

cnihtum, ■) fin bro)>er etefianus feestlice on bine gelefde. ^ fa for- siephsnUie 

fam fifc fariseisoan -j sundorhalgan bine to dea^ fordemdon. 3 J^^ '*' 

bine mid stauen oftorfedon. fa trwce'S be min drihten ne wit fu 

beom faa aynna fe bi on me wyrca%. fa cw(e% min feeder eft to 

me ic l>ere fe min Uo& beam f fu anraedlice ] fiestlice getyfe 

on criat fees lifigeudan godes sunu. f on befet fn lif mid bim a 

on ecneeae. paa fine me Bffide min &edeT symoa Bwa ic eow nu 

gesied hffibbe. fsencaS ge nu hwasfer'ge hit bire cyfan willa^ gif >MB.i.wjri«T. 

hio eow fiBes axian wille. Hi andswarodon 3 cweedon. Ne ge- 

herde we nmhe ser fas word ne fas fine f e fu nu aegst. Gif feoB 
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10 DISCOVERY OF THE SACBED CK0S9. 

things then take heed to thyself that thou never discloBe it unto 
her. We know it not nor are able (to know)." When they were 
thu8 speaking ftmong themselves, then called them thither the queen's 
soldiers and commanded that they should quickly come before the 
great queen. When they stood before her, then said she unto them, 
" Of a truth I say that I will bum you all with fire except ye 
reveal to me truly the holy cross of Christ." Then became they 
immediately much terrified, and' presented to her then the one mho 
was called Judas, and said to her, " Lady, this (man) is true, and he 
is the most skilful and learned of us, and he is able to show thee 
all the things which thou askeet of u^." The queen let them all go, 
and took Judas alone and said to him, "Now is thy life or death 
in thine own power ; choose now whichsoever thoa wilt." Judas 
then answered and said, "If any man be hard pressed with hunger, 
and one lay before him stones and loaves, will be ever be so foolish 
as to eat the stones and to leave the bread V Then answered him 
the great queen Helena, " If thou wilt live in heaven or on earth, 
then show me where the holy cross of Christ is preserved." Judas 
answered her and said, " I know not nor can, because it was done more 
than a hundred years ago, and I am young, and do not rentember it." 
The great queen Helena answered him, " I have read in the holy 
books of Christ that the place is called Calvary — in which our Lord's 
cross is preserved. But make known to me where the place is, or I will 
command thee to be put to death by hunger." Then Judas again answered 
her and said, " I know not the place (nor can I), for I was not bom 
then." Then commanded the queen Helena that they should take him 
and put him in a deep pit without meat or drink, and then dwelt he 
there seven days and seven nights ; and then on the seventh day 
Judas called up from the pit and thus said, "I entreat and conjure 
you to take me out of this pit, and I will show you the holy cross 
of Christ" When he was out of the pit then went he to the place 
in which our Lord was hanged. When he came thither then he stretched 
out his arms and prayed to Christ, and thus said, " My Lord and 
Saviour Christ, thou who createdst heaven and earth and sea and 
all creatures which are therein, I entreat thee for thy great mercy 
that thou reveal to us thy holy cross, upon which thou sufTcredst 
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cweu Jiises sxian wille Jwirae warna |>u jie f )m hit hire nsefre ne 

cy%e. We hit nyten ne ne cuunen. Da bio bus bimn betweonaa Tha Jan 

,. , . , , . , ""Ow nothing 

Bpnecen. )>& chopooAS yare owene cmmpan Jiider. ^ hio hetan f ofUwCroH. 

bio nedlice coman toforan )>are mtere cwenaa. ^ bio beforan 

*bire stodan. )ia cwt^ bio biom to. So^lice io secge f ic eow ■ [it^^i^, 

ealle on fyre hate forbteman. buton ge me 80)>lice gGoj^&D )>a Beim* 

halgau cnstee rode. Hi weron ]>a eoua Bwi|)e afjrhte gewor- lum uiem u 

den. •] Bealdon hire ]>& lenne t>e iudas wtea gehaten. -j hire to tiHynn»i 

cwtedoD. Hlffifdige |«s is so)iffe8t ] he is gleavest ure geltered -} 

he meeg [« ealle |)a [>inc gecyjian )ie )iu us acsost. Beo even for- juriuii 

let t>a hi ealle ] nam iudan geone. '] him tocwe^, Nu is on 

))inuw ^eaum gewealde ge fin lif ge f>in dea^ geceos nu swa 

hwsejier swa )>u wille; be ^Bwarode ittdaa )>a hire. ^ cwi^. Gif 

bwylc Tnan ei hearde ofhingred. j man bim lecge toforan 

Btanas -j hlafas. hwa is Kfre swa dysig. f wille etsn )ia stanas -j 

Itetan )», hlafas. Him ))a tocwt;^ seo miera cwen elena gif |)U 

wille libban on beofenum o%%e on eorfian. )ion ej^ (m me. 

bwter sio halige rode cristes gehealden sy; Iudas hire ;]swan>de 

■J cvceS. Ic nat bit. ne ne can. for ))an hit wees gedon mare )>onne Hargfuna 

for bundtiontignm gferum. "j ic eom iung ] f ne gemaa. him. and- cnaa- 

wyrde seo miera cwen. elena. Ic hsebbe gened on )iam halgum 

cristeB bocnm f seo stow hatte * caluarie locum |>e nre haelendea • [it*f is.] 

rod on gehealdeu is. Ac gecy)> me bweer sio stow sy. r^S6e ic 

mid bungre bate fie acwellan; Hire ^swarode )» iudas eft. -j 

cwt^. Ne ic )>a stowe ne can ne io )<a gyt geboren ntea ; )ut be- 

bead seo cwen elena f hine man name. ] sette on »nne diopne 

sea¥ buton lete "j buton Wiete. 3 )>a wunode he Jieer aeofan dagas hbibhui 

3 seofan niht. 3 )» on Jiam aeofo'San d«E^ [%a] cliopode iudas up 

of ^m sea^e. -j Jms cwtrS. Ic eow bidde 3 balsige ^ ge me of 

|iiaum sea(ie upateon. 3 ic eow getece y& halgan cnstea rode ; Da ^« ^"^^ 

he of ¥am sea*e wses. |>a for he to Jiare stowe pe ure bselend on ^^""'"^ 

ahangen wks. (>a be Sider com. ]« a)Menede be his handa. ] to *^™5'- 

criste gelled. '] Cub cvcbS. Min dribten luelend crist )>u |>e 

gescope beofenas -j eor]iaii 3 ate ^ ealle gesctefta |>e on )>am sion- 

don. Nu bidde ic )ie dribten for )>inre mycelan mildbeortneBse. 

f |)u fetywie ua |)ine )ia balgan rode. f« ))U on {irowodest. 
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(deatii) and redeemed mankind, cauae to ascend from that place Ibe 
sweetest smell of all precious perfumes, that I may firmly believe on 
thee, thou that art King of all kings, thou that livest and reignest 
ever in eternity." When Judas had finished this divine prayer, then 
immediately all the place quaked, and there arose &om that place the 
sweetest smell of all the most precious perfumes. Then forthwith Judas 
marvelled greatly and thus said, "I aay of a truth that the Son of 
the living God is the Saviour and Redeemer of all mankind that will 
believe in him. I now entreat and conjure thee, my Lord Jesus Christ, 
that thou blot out my sin, that I may be in the number (of the elect) 
with my brother Stephen, of whom many good deeds are written (in the 
book) among the miracles of the apostles." When he had said these 
words then he took a spade and delved the earth. When he had delved 
twenty feet in the earth then found he three roods ; and forthwith 
then he was very joyful. He took the three roods and bore them to 
the great city of Jerusalem before the great queen Helena. She then said 
to Judae, " Tell me on which of these roods our Lord was anhanged. 
1 know that two of them are those of the two malefactors who were 
han|^g on each aide of him." Then Judas knew not what to say unto 
her, bnt took the three roods and set them in the midst of the great 
city of Jerusalem, and there awaited the glory (manifestation) of the Lord. 
Then it came to pass this day at noon that they brought is a young 
man that was dead. Then was Judas very glad of this, and said to the 
great queen Helena, " Lady, now may ye perceive the might of our Lord 
Jesus Christ." Thereupon Judas bade them set down the corpse, and be 
then took one of the roods and laid it upon the dead body, and then 
prayed very earnestly to God Almighty for his name and for his great 
mercy (and he also bad all the people to pray) that God Almighty 
would show, through his great mig^t, which cross it was that he himself 
was hanged upon for the salvation of mankind. The body lay still 
OS dead as it was before. He then took the second rood, but it was 
all the same. So be took the third, and then forthwith the man arose 
alive and whole, and blessed the name of the Lord. And all those 
who were there blessed, praised, and magnified the name of the Lord. 
Then waa the malicious devil of hell stirred up with anger and with 
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■J mancyn alesdest. ] do f Jwer Mtige upp of |were stowe ae Jmtaiotfc™ 

Bweteata steenc ealra diorwurfird wyrt-geuuuigEt. f ic |K>niie fest- 

lice on \ie gelefe. f (m eait *6alr& kynmga k^niag. )iu %e liofost. •nuru, 

•} rixast & on ecneese. f« iudas ("U godeunde gebed gefyiled 

hsefde. )>a Bona biofode eal eeo Btow ^ (iter astah up of %sre Btove 

se Bweteata BtEenc ealra diorwQr)(eeta wfrtgemanga. ))a sona 

iudae Ktes myclum wundrode. 3 f>uB cvt^. Ic Bo^lice secge ^ Be 

anccenneda godea aunu is htelend. 3 nergend. eallea rooiicjnnes. 

)ie on hine geljfan wylla%. Ic )<e nu bidde 3 hahige min drihten 

hselend crist. f (lu adilegie mine eynna f ic mote bion on ^ta 

gerimttele mid minam bro)>er stefikne )ie fiola goddra dieda aiond 

be htTn awritene. gemang ^axa apostola wundor-gewurcum ; )ia 

iudas [«B word gecweden btefde. |ia geuam he ane spada. -j dealf Tfaejdigiip 

|)a eor|nn. )>a he heefde gedolfen twentig fota on yxre eoi^^. irKiHiidUicM 

|>a fand be (rio roda. ^ wtes he sona awijie blijie. Qenam y& ¥a 

|)rio rodau. ] beer bio to )itere vuldorfullan byrig. ienualem. to- 

foran |»re msere cwene elenas. Hio cwn% %a to iudan *sege *[)«afis.] 

me on hwylc ficeae roda ore heelend ahangen wtere. Ic wat 

f )>a twa siondon ]>ara twegra sca^ena )>e on twain healfeon 

his bangieude VKron. )>a n^te indae hire f to aecgeune. Ac 

genam ]>a 'Sa |irio roda ■} gesette heo onnuddan ^teie wuldor- Tbtj Mng 

fullan bjrig iertMalem. ■} |Mer gebad drihtnes wuldrea. pa bit lamniem. 

W(BS eet none ]>tes d«egea. )>a beer man cenne geongne cnibt for%' 

feredne. Da yrtea iudas ^ffis swifie bli)«. ] cwt^. to ]Mere nueran 

cwene elenan. Hlefdtge uu ge magon oncuawan )>a miht« urea 

drihtnea btelendea cristee ; hwe^t iudaa bet |ib eettan f lie ] 

genam ]>a )>a ane rode 3 legde nppe )iam deadan boed |ia Bwi|>e 

^ome god Klmibtigne for hie naman 3 for hie mieran mild- 

beortneeee. -j call f folc ealawa biddan bet. f god slmihti 

Bcolde geBwutel^n |>arb bis mteran mibte hwylo aio rod wiere. 

|)e be self on abangen vkb for m&ncynnes htelo. Be lichama natnucnm 

Ueg Bwa for? dead swa he ter wsea. He genam )ia o^Te. y& ''^?^"' 

wsea hit eal f ilce, pa genam he •}» [iriddan. ^ aras ae JLE^^'- 

cnibt sona libbende 3 gesund 3 drihtnea naman bletaode. 3 ealle 

!« )<e )ieer weeron bletaodon -j beredon 3 meersodon dribtnes 

naman. pa wEes se niJifuUa diofol on belle mid eorre t^ mid 
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hot-heaitedneBS, and lie therewith loudly roared and thus siud, " Lo I 
what mttn is this that hath now betrayed me 1 thou Nazorene Jesua ! 
through thy paeaion thou haet regtuued to thyself all the bouIb that 
I formerly by myaelf had betrayed. O thou Judaa I what is this that 
thou haat now done to mel Erewhile I, through one Judaa, the be- 
trayer of Christ, waa honoured, and I drew much people to hell, but 
through this Judas I am degraded." Then Judas became filled with the 
Holy QhoBt and thua spake, " May the Saviour who liveth ^d reigneth 
sink thee into the deep abyas of hell!" Forthwith waa the devil no 
longer anywhere to be seen or heard. When the blessed qneen Helena 
heard this, she marveUed much at the great faith which Judas had 
in Qod, and ahe commanded that the croaa should be worked up with 
gold and with silver and with precious stones (gema), and that churches 
should be built in that same place in which the holy rood waa found, as 
her son Constantine had previously ordered. And Judas waa then bap' 
tized by the city biahop (metropolitan), and the bishop changed Judas' 
name and after he was baptized called him Quiriacus. And he afterwards 
flourished 80 greatly that, after the death of the bishop, he waa elected 
and consecrated a bishqi. Then began Helena to enquire very earnestly 
concerning the nails which had been driven through the hands and 
feet of our Saviour. She commanded them to bring to her the holy 
bishop Quiriacus, who waa formerly called Judas, and said to him, " I 
bid and conjure thee that thou make a search for the nails with which 
our Saviour was fastened to the croaa." And forthwith the holy biahop, 
with his masa-prieats and with his deacons and with the believing folk, 
departed thither to the place called Calvary, and bore with him the 
holy rood. When they came to the place, then he raised his eyes up 
to heaven and secretly beat on his brewrt and thua said, " My Lord 
JesuB Christ, I pray and beseech thee for thy great and exalted mercy 
that thou show me the nails with which thy holy body waa foatened 
to the cross." When he had spoken these words, all the people s^d 
"Amen." And there came up a great li^t from the place in which 
Hie holy rood was discovered, and there appeared the nails shining 
and glistening in the earth like the purest gold. All those who were 
there spake and thus said, " Now may we know and understand of 
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hatheortnesse astyred. ■] he |>a Bwi|ie hlude rymde -j Jius cw(b¥. Sitnii'i 
Hw»t ia la nu f me beewicen hseRS. Eala ^u nazarenisce 
helend {nirh )iine )>rowungB ^e [)u getuge to |)e ealle |ia eawla 
)« ic eer [)urb me beewican liiefde. Eala |iu iudas hwcet is ]>h 
f )iu me nu gedon tuefst. ^r ic )>urh ))one iudas criBtes 
belsewend wees gewur|>od 3 ic myeel folcee to helle geteah 
Nu ic |)urh }>isne iudan earn iram aworpen. Iudas wear¥ |(& 
gefylled mid (lam halgan gaate 3 |>ub cw(e%. Se heelend ye 
lio&% ;) rixa% )je bescence on }>oiie diopan helle grand. Sona 
]» Dfes se diofol fsr nabwter gesewen ae gehered. Da hie yia 
geherde seo eadige cwen elena. [>a wuodrode hio swi|re ^eea 
mycelan geleafan )« iudas. to gode htefde. '] hio |>a halgan cristee The cnn la 
rode bewjTcan het mid golde ] mid seolfre. ] mid diorwur|>um omBmenied. 
^minnm. ] cirican het getimbrian *on Jjsere ilcan stowe )« eeo • [lenf 17.] 
rod on afunden w«bb. Swa hire suna conatantious ler beboden 
htefde; ;] iudae ya fiillubt underfeng Kt t>am burh-biscope. ] Judufa 
Be biscop iudaa naman aweende. ] biae het quiriaeum sioV^es 
be gefullad wtes. 3 be )ia seo[>})en luoerlice gejteah. ^ ^ter |ne8 
biscopes fort5eiSe. be wear* to biscope gecoren. ] gehalgod. 
Sa ongau sancfa elena Bwi^e giornlice axian [>a n»glas |>e ures 
beelendee handa ;j his fet jnirh adrifene w«eron. Hio bet biore Heisnk 
togefeccan J)one halgan biscop cwiriacum. |)e ser wffis Iudas theraiteo* 
gehaten. ] hi^7^ to cw«*. Ic )« bidde i balsige f |ju ofaxie 
|ia nseglas ]fe ure hielend on [itere rude mid gefteatned wees. '] he 
Eona ae ba^ biscop mid bis meeBSeprestum -j mid bis diaconum. 
1 mid l>am gelea£fullum folce (nder for. to jjfere stowe caluarie 
locuni. ■} mid him beran bet |>a halgan rode ; ]>a hio to [isere 
Btowe coman ya ahof be bis eagan up to heoFenum. -j digellice 
on hiB briost beot. -j Jms cwre*. Min dribten hselend crist. 
Ic {w bidde 5 halsige for finre mycelau 5 m£e*ran mildbeort- J^^'^' 
nesse. f ^u me gecyjie ]>a ntegelaB |>e |>in halige licbama on 
))Eera rode mid afeestned wees ; ya he )ias word gecweden heefde. 
|ja cwieS eal f folc amen. ;] Jwer ccm myeel leoht up of |)ffire 
stowe ]>e seo balige rode on afunden wkb. ] Jiter setywedon fa jndu 
nEBglaa. 5 on jiare eorjian scinan ] blican swa f seloste gold; naU*. 
ealle \ia \ie ]«er wteron. Bprtecou ] |ius cweedon. Nu we magon 



iiizedbv Google 



16 DISCOVEKY OF THE SACKED CROSS. 

a truth tbat the (only) begotten Son of God ia the Saviour and Bedeemer 
of all mankind that believe in him. And then the holy bishop St 
CyriacuB, with great joy and gladness, took the nails and brought them 
to the worshipful queen Helena ; and forthwith she bowed ber knees and 
inclined hei head to tbe earth, and inwardly she prayed to the noils, and 
earnestly began to consider to what purpose she might beet employ the 
nails. Then came there a voice from heaven tmd said, "Take the nails, 
Helena, and command them to be forged on tby son the Emperor Con- 
etantine's bridle, then shall he obtiun victory and peace in every battle." 
And then she did as was bidden her through the Holy Qbost, and she then 
gave many gifts to tbe bishop Qniriacus, And the holy bishop had so 
many gifts &om Ood that he througb his divine prayers healed many 
divers diseases. And tbe blessed queen Helena again returned to the city 
of Rome, and made known all these things to tbe great Kaiser Constantino, 
and she bade all her folk that they should ever keep this day, on which 
Cbrist's holy rood was found, in great honour. The Jews had taken 
Christ's holy rood, through tbe devil's lore, and had hidden it under the 
earth one hundred and thirty-tbree years, but tbe merciful Lord would 
not permit that the cross on which be himself bad willingly suffered 
and redeemed all mankind should be any longer concealed, but that it 
should be gloriously manifested, as we bave before told you, on this day, 
for his praise and honour, and for our heal and preservation from all 
tbe devil's temptations. It is meet that we ever honour this day with 
cburch>going and with alms-deeds and witb boly prayers, so that we 
may so eanctiiy ourselves through tbe holy rood of Christ that we may 
escape all assaults of devils in this life and tbeir fellowship in tbe future 
life. And may our Lord, who suffered on the boly rood, so help us 
that we may observe what our Lord's will is, and what is needM for 
ourselves ; and ever let there be thanks to him because he suffered for 
us, and to bim ever be praise and honour for all bis goodness which he 
hath shown to mankind, for ever and ever to all eternity. Amen. 
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OQcnawan -j ongeton so|>Iice. f Be acseuneda godes snaa ia 
hffilend. 3 lyseod eallea maucynnes. )fe on bine gelefaV ; -j he 
)ia se biscop aanotua cwiriacus mid mycelre bliase 3 mid gefean. 
genam |)a Dteglas 1 hio brohte to |iare arwur)>an cweue elenan. Bt.(tiiiriut 
] Leo sona beore cneowe gebjgde. 5 hire heafod abelde to )«ere w h«i«ii. 
eor|)aii. ] inweardlice hio gebeed to ))am nceglaiL 3 giomlice 
))iencan ongan. hu hio ymbe ]>a nteglas betet gedon mihte. Da 
com atefa of heofenum. 3 cw(«¥. Mm («8 nBEghis elena. ] beo rokeb»*her 
beamifiiaii hat on |)inea aunu bridle conatantinns jnes caseres. ?!^*°'''* 
pffinne ge&erS he b^. 1 eibbe on i^hwylcum *gefeobte. 3 beo Jia D«f is.] 
Bwa dyde swa hire beboden wees. )iurh {lone balgan gast. 3 hio 
))a ^fede mycele [linc pam biscope cwiriace 3 se halga biscop 
Bwa mycele gife hiefde tet gode. f he ]iurb bis goduunda gebeda 
mtenige miatlice untrumneflaa gebselde ; 3 heo {la Beo eadige cwen 
elena eft ongean for to rome bjrig. 3 ealle )>aB |)inc y&m nueran aatnt, 
kasere conetantine geoydde. ] beo budon )ia eallum (lam folce. RotKand 
f beo eymble ]>yHne deg mid myceire arwurJineBBe bealdan "»« 
scoldon. |>e aeo halige cristefl rode on afunden wtes ; |>ft iudeaa '"""^ 
naman )ia balgan cristea rode )iurh diofles lare. 3 hio behyddon jiu folk wen 
under coHSan. an hund geara 3 Jiri 3 Jirittig geara ; )ia nolde ae honour tiu 
mildheorta drihten ge))afigen )« on hire self willes {>rowode. 3 on ^th tbe 
JjaiM rode tacne eall mancyn t^ysSe. f heo behyd alsenc wsere. '"™s- 
ac beo wuldorfutlice geBwutelode eal awa we oer beforan eow 
neddon. on )iisum balgan d«ge '■ him selfum to lofe 3 to wuriS- 
mynte. 3 «b to haele. *] [gjescyldnesae wij) ealle dioflea costnunga ?P?*'i^ 
UB gedafena% f ne Jiiane dieg. simble wur]iian mid ciric-aocnum. 
3 mid gelmeadsedum. 3 mid halgum gebeduTrt. ^ we )iurb )>a latnibteu 
balgan cristea rode ua gebletBian moton. f we ealle diofla on S™'4^* 
jiiswn life. 3 on [>am toweardan hyn)>a. 3 midwununga for- J^"'"" 
bugan magon. 3 motan; we drihten Jie on |)8are balgan rode 
Jirowode us gefiiltumige f we hit awa to healdan moton awa urea 
dribtuea willa si. 3 ub s[e]lfuTn ^rflic si. si him simble t<anc 
(■as )te he for na Jirowode 3 si him simble lof 3 wuldor ealre' bis T^nid^' 
godnesaa. ]« he mancynne gecyd heefS. a on ealre wiirulda g"^",^^ 
wunild a on ecnesse. AMEN. "^ "™' 
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IL 

p» HOLY EODE*. 
[A»bm. MS. Bodleian Lib. 18.] 

tSo."*^ hg holi rode j« awete tre'i rijt is to babbe iw mnnde 
2^ pat hay tram sti^jnge de])' ibrojt to Ijue f al manknnde 

K^ pom' a* tre* we' were nerat Borlore' '. and nerst ibrojt 
'^"»"*'- to gTtMuide 

i^^to -^'»<' J"*™ * t"^ s*!"!* *° '^y^*^ ibrojt- ibered be )>ulke 4 
'"*■ Etounde 

Al [h]it com of one more f )>at ous to de]>e brojte* 
^J**' And Jwt one brojte* to lyue ajen'f |»oruj' ihenu Jxrt cub 
' bou)t«. bojte" 

• ^!2tt^ Of >e appeltre" Jwt our nerste" fedw! |>en" !«)>«■ appel 
' *"■ nom 

J k* wok. In |,e manera Jwt ichulle" 3011" telle '. |>e swete rode com 8 

'Eb. P** adam our^* uerste fader" f (« Biinne" hadde ido 

I ^1* And idriue was out of poraia '. and eue ia" wif also 

I" ?93^ After milse jeme* hi cride ! Jxa it** late were 

S'Sb'*"* Jme" bi-beate [he] badde of our lord"! (« me hiw drof 12 

■'louHd. out I>ere 

B !^S^ pot** wen" )» tyme were nolueld"* I our lord" bint wolde 

" "'«»"■ bi>enclie 

■ ^Mg ■^"'^ ^t"" '"^^ "^ mylae amerie** bintf and bia snnne'^ 

• iqiuadi*. qnenche" 

[M.M.] Qret bope badde to )iiB bibeatef adom euermo 

In )>e ualde of ebronf be lyuede in tene and wo 16 

Twei sone be badde 8e)>)>ef caym and abel 

pat on slonj )>at o|)er uor en-vie f aa je wite|i wel 

• CoUated with Harl. MB. 2277 (imperfeot). 
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n. 

HOU pE HOLY CROS WAS T-FOUil^DE*. 
[Veraon MS. Bodleian Lib.] 

pE holy Bode, \ie swete treo' riht is to hanen in mnynd^ cm. u t, 
pat ha)) from strong dej) i-brouhf to lyue »1 Monkuynd^ 
porwh a tree we weore for-lore* and farst i-brouht to Throogbi 
grounde, "" min^d, 

4 porwh a treo se])])e to IJue i-broujt' I-heried beo ^ulke «oauiniQ*» 
Btounde ! '■*•*■ 

Al hit com of one More' Jiat vb to de]>e bronjte, 
And yet ts' to lyae a^ein* |K>rwh Ihesus )>at ys bonjte; 
Of {>e treo- |<at vre furst« Fader- )>e lu^ Appel of nom', 
8 In [>e Maner' Jiat loh ow telle wole' ye ewete Eode com J 
^ Po Adam vre fiirste Fader' )ie euime hedde i-do 
And i-driue out of Paradis', and his wyf also, 
After Milce wel jeome lie criede', )>el3 hit late were ; 
12 A bi-heste he hedde of tt lord', )>o me him drof out ood pramiHd 
liere, ou o( uma 

' ' when hs n> 

pat wlion ye tjrme weore folfuld- vr lord him wolde bi- ^^!J^"* 

))enche, 
And mid Qy\e of meroi smere him* and his Bunnea 

qnenche : 
Qret hope faedde Adam' to bis bi-heste eoer-mo : Adun md 

EntlvKllii 

16 In )« Taleye of Ebron- he liuede mid teone and wo: ^t hope of 
Twey soncs he hedde sejijie', Cajm- and Abel : tte^uSldto 

For Envye- >at on slouj |>at o[>ar'. And )nt je wite)> wel : ISJ!" "^ 

lud.Ctlnaod 
• Tbe Title is taben from the Index. ^'■°'' 
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po wtym hadde bis brofnw aslawet iflemd he was yeman 
po adam iaei ^at he hadde f ia twei sonea uorlore 
He wep and made deol luoujf lord he sede fin ore 
Ney womman ichabbe to mnche ibe '. Inele com nty hire 

nammore 
pre harmes ichabbe |>oru hire ibened! my-eulf iwret 

norlore 
And myne sones bo)<e alas' and of'al wommaa is more 
Nolde adam come )>o ney is wiff two hpudred jer ne 

more 
Tor wo )>at be badde uor blra! and euere be lynede in 

Bore 
Be]))<e be badde toknynge of our lord '. )>at he acholde to 

is wif wende 
Ne dorste be no^t be |>er f^en! an eone be hadde aten- 

Dt qiiii* Beth he let ia name * nempne ! and aey^e he hadde mo 
Al is lif ]ie sell monf ladde in tene and wo 
po be yres of nyne bocdred jer ! oncf two and |iritti old 
pe Btrengjie him fiulede of ia lymesf is bodi bicom al 

cold 
He &e inijte nojt ewjnke aboute ]>e er]>e f )>e wedua up to 

drowe 
Of ia lif he was anuyd '. be wiluede be of dawe 
He sat and carede of is lif ! be clnpede is sone seth 
Sone he sede icham weri ileued '. icA wilny muche my dej" . 
po ic& was idryue of porais ! our lord bihet me |>ere 
To ffluere me wif ]« oile of mylcef were it tyme wera 
So longe ichabbe abide ^-alteri )>at I ne may libbe 

uammore 
To porais foa most |>er-after go '. and bidde him mylce ' 

and ore 
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po Caym hedde his brobur i-alawe* i-flemed he vaa ber- cam dew hk 
fore : wu nuUied. 

20 po Adam eay^ yat he hedde- bo)>e hia aonee for-lore 

He wep and uutde deol i'Donh- : " lord," he seide " {>ia 
ore I 

Keih TTommon ichaue to mnche i-beo', I aule come ueih Adam ■»• 

■tiUbiXU 

hire no more ! Bonw am mi 

preo hanues ichabbe for hire i-had", my self fijrst for- 
lore, 
24 And nou my aones, welawey I ' of AL wommon ia more " : n* did h* for 
^ po nolde Adam come neih hia wjt- two hundred jer *"" J""' 
and more, 
For wo t>at he hedde i-had', and enere he lynede in aore : 
From vr lord toknynge he hedde sebbe* bat he Bcholde Adunud 
to hia wjf wende : togetbar 

38 Ne dorste be not beo t>er a-jeyn': A child he hedde ^jjj"''™ 
atte ende, ^""i- 

Seth! he let hie nome nempne', and 8e)i)>en heo hedden 

Al his lyf t>iB sell mon- liuede in teone and vo : 
IT po he was of Nyne hundred jer-, and two and {iritti *'''^^*"° 

82 Hia streDg]>e fajlede of hia Limes', his bodi bi-com al 
cold; 
Mihte h^not aboute Jre eor)>e swynke, ne )« weod« vp 

to drawej 
Of hifl lyf be was a-nuyjed- he wilnede to ben of dawe ; Hiwuund 
He 8af and Carede of his lyf: be clepte hia sone Seth: [iolm. 
36 " Leone sone- icham weri of-liued% ich wilne aftur my de{> : ho idh s»th 
po lob was i-drinen out of poradys', vr lord bi-bet me ^^'"°"*' 

Pusdha ftir 

{■ere . -.. . 

Wi)> Oyle of Milce Bmere me- whonne hit tyme were; 
So longe icbabbe )>«r-aftar a-bide' t«t ich may libbe no 






40 To Faradys ]m)w most )«r-after go- and or en Mm Uilce 
and ore; 
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pe angel |mii Bch&lt )>«■ Ifynde f |Nit drof me oat at. >e 

3ate 
Say icA abide )ulke biheatef me |>eiic)i it come) to late 
And )>at elde me ha}) on«rcomef ^ I ne may llbbe 

longe 
'■ Bede bim )>iit icA deie mote '. aad |)e oile of mylce aaonge ^ 
Ine can nanne wei qna^ is sonef ]mderwud ich wene 
lieue eone qna^ adamf )« wei ia vel i-sene 
Wen jxm comst to ))e ende of |iis ualeie { a grene wei Jtm 

echalt wende 
pot ri^t euena eatward gef) ' to poraia laat ]>e on ende 
per-bi weude ^i moder and ich'. )>o icA porais uor-let 
Enericb Bt«pe )iat we on etepe ! uorbanide nndar our net 
Ne myjte neuereft ]f«r gras growef oncf al )>e oJmt wei 

is grene 
For ]» fbnle annne )>at we dude! our stapes wor)> isese 
per-by ^ou myjt wi)>]»oute defeutef to poraya enene 

gon 
8etb nom is fad«r blearpig f and wende bim nor]> anon 
pe stapes he vond norwelwed '. as ia fader biro aede 
po be to ]>e jate com ! be no dorste go ner Tor drede 
An angel com sone to ]>e jate ' tmd eacte wat be Bojte 
He sede Jxct to bim an emdef from bis fader be brojte 
pat be was old and weri ilyned 5 and )>at bim longede 

sore 
Aft«- )>e swete 07I <^ mylce f nor be ne myjte libbe 

nammore 
3e qna)> )>e angel ia be sof he ne schal |>«'-of nojt 

donte 
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pe Anngel you schalt J«re fynde- ))at drof me out atto Aninm 

sate : e"* of 

^ FndlM. 

Sey Jwt ich a-bjde ]>at iike bi-heate', ac hit comeji wel 

late, 
And t«t £lde me ha|> onercome- |Hit i ne may libbe not 

loDge; 
44 Bidde him ]iat ich dye mot«' and ^ Oyle of Milce a- 

fonge" : 
If " I* con no wey," quaji hu flone, " jiidenrard jwnh ich S^^,*^ 

wene " ; "w- 

"Leue sone," qiia]>Adam fo", "|« wm is wel i-sene, m^"%-, 

Whon you comeat to Jw hed of J>ia valeyc, a grene wey 5^°',^^ 

>on schalt fynde, ^^. 

48 pat ge{i as enene as he may to paradys )ie on ende; 

per Mjonde fi Modnr and ich', j» we Faradys forleete, SiSmUi 
Enerich etude' fat we on rtepten- tor brende al wif vre jji^t^efl' 

f ntn ■ "" Omnlm 

"'"' I ot EdHU 

Ke mihte neuer eft' graa (>m*-on gronwe', and al ^o ofor 

wey is grene, 

62 For ]» foule sumie Jiat we duden' tt fet-Bteppes beo]) 

enw Bene ; 

perbi )>oa miht wifi-oute defaute* to Paradys enene gon*": 

Sethf nom his fadur bleasynge*, and {« wey ))iderward 

nom; 
pe stepDBS he fond fnl wel i-wered' as bis bder him 
sede : 
66 po he to ]« jate com* he dorste go no ner* for drede* : sMbRMbu 
% An Angel ]ier com sone to ye jate' and asked what be 
souhte : 
He seide' a tifange to him' from his foder he bronhte, Si™*™ 
pat he was Old- and werl of-liued', and ]>at he wae 
alonged sore 
60 After ye Oyle of Milce', )>at him was bi-hote', for he 
mi;te libbe no more: 
If " 3^'" ^^"l* J* ^S^\ " " ^^ ^'^ ^^ ^^ ^"^"^ («r-of 
noot doat« : 
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Put In |>ifl hened at )>e jato i and Btoad )ii-aulf wi|)|Ma(e 
He pulte In ia heued as he bed '. and bi-huld si abonte 
So murie ne ]>ojte hii» neuar in no etude! ^i he stode 

him~aulf wi]>)ioute 
So gret delit he hadde and loie ! of )ie foulea murie song 
Of [« swete med al-so ! and of |>e floures |>er among 
Of ecb mautir fmt ]>at he sei! Jrat smolde also Bwote 
pot of ecb maner Tuel aa him Jw^tef amon mijte babbe 

(wr-of bote 
Him [jo^te jif he moste few J biholde In enj stounde 
£uermo he my^te In loie bef bis lymes hoi and sounde 
Amydde |)e place )>at was so nair ; he aei an vaire wello 
Of wan alle (« wateres )>at be)i aner|>e come|> ! aa )>e }ie 

bok de)> telle 
Oner J« welle atod a tre '. wij> bowea brode a»rf lere' 
Ac it ne bar no^ lef ne rynde '■ aa it uorolded were 
A neddre it hadde biclupt aboute '. al naked wijilfojte 

skynue 
pat was ^ tre amd t>e addre ' )iat made adam uerst do 

Efaone he bihuld In ate gate f J>e tre him )'03te he sei 
Vaire ileued and iwoxe '. np to beuene an hel 
A }ong child he eei up )« tre ! in smale clotieB iwounde 
pe more of (w tre him f-ojte tUdef Jwru-out belle 

grounde 
His hro'fer soule abel ek- him )>ojte In helle he sei 
pe angel him drof ^ &aiu )ie jate f \at he nas nammo^ 

{>er nei 
pe child he sede )Mt )h>u isel3 f a noueward |ie tre 
Qodee sone it was [wt wole aner|)e '. nor fine fader 

Bnnne be 
^nd! |»e oile of milce wif Mm bnngc '. wen )« tyme 

luelle ia 
Aid smere J«r-wi(> and brauge of pynef fi ftider aTwi 

alle hia 
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PqH in )>yn bed' here attejate', and stond ])i-selfwi|i-onte" 

He pult[e] in his bed', as he bad', and bi-heold a] abonte 

64 So murie Jioojte him nenore in no stude'; ^l^ bia bodi 

weore wiJ>-oute, 



EMhlilDl 



^ Him )>bou}te' jif be moete ^ere' bi-holden eny stonnde, 
Euennore be miht« in ioye libbe*, in limes hoi and 
fiounde' : 
IT Amidde )>e place* )iat was so feir* be sauh a feir welle, He »w (here 
72 Of whom alle be watres on eorbe oomeb-, as be Bok ts HppitaiUi 
deej) telle; ti»«rth. 

Oner ]« welle stod a treo-, wi)i bowes brode and lere', '"«»■ 
Ac hit ne bar. Lef ae Byude*, bote aa hit for-Oldet were ; i«>B«iuid 
A' Neddre bit hedde bi-clupt a-boute*, al naket wi)>-outen embnnd by 
ekynne ; 
76 pat was )re treo' and )>e Neddre- ])at furst mode Adam 
do synne ; 
He bi-heold eft sone in atte jate', )>at treo eft sone he seih, n*iaok«din 
Swifie feir hetV and i-woxen" yp to heuene an heib; •tr»™*h- 

A-nowarde he sajh' a ^oag smal child-, in smale clo))ea —in the top 
i-wounde : ao^^ 

80 pe Koote of be treo him bfaouite tilde* a-doun to belle nwrwitaftiia 

, ' r -» treareMhed 

(fronnde ; loHeii, where 

Abelea soule bis bro)>iir also' him |)hou;te in belle he seib ; ^><v "»■ 
Pb drof ))e Angel- him from )>e jate' \»t he no more ne 

IT "pe child," qnaji f« Angel-, "{at Jwu s^e- anoawarde on Thienudin 
|)e treo, aoi'iBon, 

84 pat was Qodns sone' )iat wolde on eor|>e' for (li fader 
snnnes beo. 
And )ie Oyle of Milce bringe mid him' wbon )« tyme "rtn/Jh^ou 
i-fuld is ^Jr""" 

To smere ^r-y/iy and bringen of peyne* [n ^er and 
alle bis " : 
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26 PB HOLT KODB. 

pe angel wende to [mike tref an appel J«r-of he nom 

And tok Beth ^-of |ire cnmelesf |k> he to him com 88 

And bed him ]nilke cumeles legge! vuder is fader 

tonge 
And bnrle him wen he were ded '. and loke wat )>er-of 

Bpronge 
Seth vende ^en as he com '. nor )>e wei was wel isene 
[foLen.] Vor |>e Htepes were &1 norbrend! and ^ o)ier wei al 92 
grene 
po he was hom ajen* icome '. his &der he fond ded 
pe cumelea he dude vnder is* tonge' f as )ie angel* him 
'™*~' hadde iaed 

• !«ni -^^ se))^* be burede him as rijt wasf in naleie* of 

■BiniL'.biK ^"^ of-Bwonkfl is owe' mete^f he mute no betera 96 

"^ ""*■ iwon 

»«. Wil)^nne an' Tewe jer [tw-afterf )as cumelee gomie 

xvp^iHog*. [upajpringe'" 

ujmoWM J>re [faire] jerden*' Jw woxe off tmm |>oru alle )ange" 

°™|J^ po hi wera iwoxe to" {« lengjie '. of an elne" icA wene 

U'J^I^; 1° Jmlke atat hi stode longef and eon-more grene" 100 

■ k^ij^ Vorto mo}rB68 fe prophete! aboate eode" i» ]« londo 
™e^ To lere )>ot folo of Urael'. [and] jw Tond he |>e jerdon 

''"^ Btonde 

utol^ Lo her he sede" gret toknynge'T of )« holi trioTte 

Fader and eone on^ holi gostf of )iia jerden {ire 104 

•^hinoBw. Yp iig ]jgj^ nom** wi{i gret honwf and b auair" cloj) 
» hi wonnafc hem wood 

■ SZid^ -^ BWote emnl Jier com out of*', fat amnlde" in-to al 
"Knide. |>ot lond" 

*^^. Te ciWifermy [|«] bet" is lawef be her "^ hem nor]> in" 

"■ is bond 

*w^^' ^^ Bikemon" [^] (wrto hopedef is hele anon" he 108 

Tond. 
"rtji. To teohe )>at folc !« i^te" laweT fe jerden abonte be 

ber 
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IT po wende (te Angel- to )>ulke treo', sn Appel {wr-of he Tb* Anget 
aom ; pit osibe 

68 preo Curnels he tok him f^T'Of Be|>]ie', ^ he to him com, ndta. 

And bad him JiuJke Cnmels- Icgge vndur his fader tonge ofuto^S". 
Whon he weore ded' and i-buried', to loke what {ler-of u^m^dai 
spronge : longus wb« 

1[ Seth' wende a-jeyn oa he com-, ye wey waa wel y-sene, 
92 For )>e stappee weore* al for-brend', and )>e o)mr wey al 
grene : 
po he was horn a-jein i-come' his fader he fond ded; 
He dude )>e Cnmels rndur his tonge', as )>e Angel him wnanAdun 

bed, ubemi 

And Be)i[« buriede him, as liht was*, in )>e Vaal of 
Ebron, 
96 And bi-flwonk hia owne mede*, )>o he nnste non o(>er 
whon : 
^■Wi)>-Inne a fewe jer ^eraftar- Job Cnmels bi-gonne to Afiwiaw 
springe ; SStiS'g^K^ 

preo smale jerden {Mf wozen', feire jmrwh alle }>inge; Tbmsuii 
po heo weoren i-woxen to J« lenglw of an Elne, ich fot*^"'^ 

Wene, imlnecl onlj 

100 In ]>ulke atat heo stoden longe' and enere-more grene, 
IT Forte Moyses ]>e prophete' eode her in yia londe 

To leren ^ folk of I[B]rael-, and he fond )« jerden stonde : uom found 
"Lo her," he aeide, "gret toknjnge* of ^ holy Trinite, looktboDop, 
104 Of Fader' and Sane* and Holigost* : of |>eoBe jerden ))re " : 
Yp he hem nom' wi)i gret honour', in f«r clo|) he hem 

wond; 
A' swote Eonel' [«r com &-nan ont of', )>at smelde in-to 

al )iat lond : 
To Confermen bet hia lawe' he bar hem forf in his Habcmthaa 
hond ; band uid 

b»l«d th* 

108 Tche seek mon- {lat Jwr-to hopede- hiB hele a-non he ^y^ 
fond t 
To teche )>at folk )» rihte lawe- )>e jerden wi)> him he 
beer, 
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And eke to hele aikemenf two (i^ fourti jer 
■Aolik^sn ^l"!"^ ^^ ^"^^ scholde' ; Jie jerden he Bette er 
■•at Vndsr |m hul of tabor! deide him Bulf* l>er 112 

■moniiu. per gtode )»e ;erden grenef mo t«n' a J^uaend 3er 

Yorte Beint damd |)e kyng com ! Jwt was of gret power 
'■^ So |)at he was J>oru Jie holi goat; iiote vorte heie* 

To ]>e hnl of tabor f in Jw lond of arabie 116 

^w)Kiid«. pat he Imlke ;en]ea )>re*f vette ontf wifi him nome 
tST****** Nye dawea* he was (rtiderwardf ar^ he J-uder come 

Wi|) g7%t hoBur he nom hem np: )>o he ]>e jerden 

pe auotnease )>at t«r-of com! velde al ^at loud 120 

Wifi gret melodie of is harpe '. Seint dauid (« jerden 

And^' to ieriMolem hem [he] kddef oncf nj^ dai" hom 

he com 
In a deme atade^ he hem sette ! uor it waa in |>e enen- 

ynge" 
Vorte amorwe \>at he iseie"! wudw** he- myjte hem 124 

bringe 
A morwe ]Kt he com jiertof to one hi were alle ioome 
And Imored ho uaste also"! yat hi ne mijte awei be [i] 

pot alle Jjre bieome" to on f wat" bitokenefi {lia 
Bote fiat" fader and aone tind hoti gost ! al o god it is 128 
Seint dauid aboute )>is holi jerde ! a stroog wal let rere'* 
And nom gode 3eme hou it woxe" '. fram jere to 3ere 
pot he myjte at[t]e laste iwete"! hou old |>at" tre were 
Wi^ a cercle of seluer he bond '. eeh jeres scute ]f6te* 132 
So Jiat wittfiinne" |;ritti jer! Jiia" tre wox" wel heie'' 
Ac it" ne wox*' nammore*' ^-after'^'. aa hi wuste" bi 

)« [siluer]" heie 
Ac euw in on jwr-afterf swi|)e vaire it stod" 
Bemt dcvuid it honu7^° wel! uor he wuste \jfat] it 136 



'S 
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And belede |>«r-wi)i seke Men', two and Foorti jeer* : 
IT Se)))ie ]>o he dyen scbolde- )>e jerden he Bette er B«fOn b* 

112 Vndur {« Hul of Tabor*, and dyede him-self ]>er: edihetna 

po Htoden ]ie jerden grene- More Jwn A (ouBund jeer ^'"ttooi™ 
Forte Heint Dauid' ^ kyng com- jiat was of gret poaweer, SJI'J'j^Ji]^ 
So )>at he was; )>orvh |ie hol^st', i-hote forte heije 

116 To ]w Hnl of Tabor-, in |>e lond of Arabyo; 

pat be Jiulke jerden fette* and heom wi)i him nome : 

Kyne dayea- he was }iiderward- er he )>ider come: 

Wif gret hononr be nom hem vp', )h> he ^ jerden fond: (^J^i'l*' 

120 pe swotnease |>ftt yer-ot com- fulde al t*t lond : 

Wi]f gret Melodye of his Harpe* seint Dauid {« jerden 

nom, 
And heom bom to Jerusalem- fe Nijw day horn he com; Jl^iJ!'''^ 
In a prine stnde he hem eette', j>o hit was in [« Eueu- '•™^"°- 
ynge 

124 Forte a Morwe |>at he seje* whodere he hem m^te 

A Morwe' j>o be com hem to" to one jerde heo weren 

alle i-come, 
And i-Mored also faste' Jiat heo ne mlbte ben a-wey 

IT po heo weoren allc to on by-come- what bi-tokne^ ^ia '">» «>™ 

128 Bnt Fader and Sone- and Holigost' and al o god hit is! °°''^^^ 

IT Seint Danid' a-boute ^ jerden* a strong wal he lette ^^"'^ 

arere, S^'J^™!'' 

And nom good jeme- hou longe he woxe-, from jere* to JJ^"""*"" 

jere; 

Wiji a Cercle- he bond hym a-boute*, jer after jere, Hsputa 

132 pat he mihte atte laste i^wite- hou old bat treo were; snjuud.iosw 

' ■ ' bow much tba 

So [jat wij>-Inne firitti jer- ])is treo wex wel heije, itmIikmmwi 

Ac hit wox no more afterward-, and ]>at he wnste' hi 

]>e selueme byje; 
Ac cuere in on afterward* Feir an<i Grene bit stod ; 
136 Seint Dauid* bit honourede wel', for he wuste ))at bit 

was good : 
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■off. po Stint douid hadde ido '. )>e sunne of> leclierie 

;j^ And msiulaiijt (k»* he let slef vor' hie owe wif vrie' 

And our lord nom |>er-Df wreche gret '. Bwi)>e sori he 
bicom 

His penaance he dude vnder [lis tref fat he )>«r-iiore 140 
nom 
l^HJl"^** per he made eks )>eii' aaiter'. hia aunne" vorte bete 
' wtaiiiko*. Ps raj«r* it him was noi^eue ' uor t>at' [holi] tre so' 
• omincd. swete 

10 eF^ po bigon' he eW uor is sunnef )« holi" temple to" 

"miHtot rere" 

"1;™"* SwiJ« noble in ieruaolem ac he deide"! i» [« fourtejw" 144 
" (bnrttoj*. jere 

]}e kyng Salomon is Bone! }<at kyng was se)>])e ]ier« 

AlW him |>e temple bulde f ]>at he jare were 
i^omHi Two and jiritti jer he was (•CT-"-aboute ! oTid is fader 

fourtene also 
!•„*"■ Bo ^ it was six and fourti" jerf ar'* but work*'* were 148 

"•^ ido 

>bu. po |>e'' work was al-mest ido f hem^ vailed & tut tre 

"twiMii pot holi tre" iros furest [>o i )>at hi myjte awer'^ ise 
'o'nK. Salomon it** let Telle and hewe*'f as queinteliche as he 

"heweand mijto 

Bnukia. And let it mete <md make*" more bi a fot! ]>eD is 152 

rijte 
^jtsdfc j^ bngte it [in]-to is rijte stude"f and lacy** wolde 

it |>er 
»o. po was it bi a" fot to schorti [as enene] as hi mete it er 

"S^gB. P^ carpenters it let[e]** adounf in strong" wra)i)e and 

grete 
To no)iing )«t hi it brojte tof hi ne mijte it make** 156 

Imete 
"iMkad*. A bmgge oner an olde** dich ' hi made" hit ate" 

laste 
po hi ne mi}te in )>e temple '. to non o]Kr wore it 

caste 
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% po Eniut Dauid i-aunged bedde tw Eiamie of ledierie, i>**iddM 

And Mon slanht |k)' tor Beraabe* he lette alen Vrie, Ei!iid^t*iT 

Tr lord uom )>er-of wreche gretj Bvi)>e sori he bi-com ; Sj"^?^!^™ 
140 Vndur [w treo' his penannce he dude- )>at he yer-iare nom; Jj^^J*"" 
per he made ^ Santer*, his aanaea ibrte bete, 
And |)e ra)>0re hit him waa for-jiue' for ^ holy treo bo 
Bwete: 
11 po bi-gon he eke* for Ub smme- )>e holy Temple to 
arere, 
144 Swi|>e noble in Jenualem*, ac he dyede in ]w fonrtene)>e ntvudiw, 
jere: 
^ Hia Bone, {« kyng Salomon', |)at after him- kyng was ud sdomon 
^ere, is uibma. 

After him* be Temple balde forb* bat heo folliche rbdi BrUomoa 
were: itaipie. 

peraboute' he was ]iritti jer', and his fader fourtene 

148 So )>at hit was* foore and fbnrti jer' er )iat werk weore 
i-do: 
po )>at werk' was almest redi* hem. faylede a feir treo* : whm iii« 
pat holy treo was be feireate bo', bat me mihte owhere ■inomioii* 
i-seo ; WkkUj tne. 

% pe kyng Salomon hit let hewen', Ab qweynteliche aa he 
mihte, 
152 And let hit nymeu and make more* bi a fote ]>en his rihto; tih; tikcip 
po hit was brouht to rihte Btude* and i-Iaced scholde 

beo |wr, 
po was hit' bi a foote to Bchort', as enene aa heo 

meeten er ; 
pe Carpnnter hit leyde a-donn* in strong wrafi))e and bnitu* 
grete. S^"° 

166 To no )>ing yei he hit eoere dude' be ne mihte hit 
makeu i-meetete : 
T A brugge ouer an Old dich- heo maden J«r-of atte laste, ^J!,'^!', 
For wraj!j>e |)at heo ne mihten' to non oJ>nr werk hit 55tS'*"°'* 
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ijtoia. per over code' monj' amonf Jw wule* it )>«■ lay 

■ while. Niiste [nc^t] alle wst it was f ])at defoulede it aday' 160 

'omitted. pe queue of saba com j)eraor|i ! an<j' anon so heo it 

'HDniirede. Hoaured[e]' it [wel] TUre and sat akne* f heo nolde 
• tero^ come Jwmey* 

Bi aao^ wei heo weode Dor|> '. to Salomon heo com 
"yma. Ab hco him hadde wide'" ieojt! to lemy of is viedom 164 
" iniHd. pom grace [lot our lord" hire jef " '. to Salomon heo 

aede 
"t* pat )>at" tre ne Bcholde nojt ligge Jier ! jif" he dude 

bi hire rede 
"in. Vor |>er Bcholde jut a mowf deie on'* )>ullce tre 

"wtom. poru warn" al ^ lawe of giwes ! destrued soholde be 168 
""!»■ Salomon it let nyme sone ! and Tuder er|>e" it caate 

Jf^««-] Wel depe" [fiir] frosm alle men" i and burede*" it swijie'* 
"hMie"™"' vaste 

"SoLtiimM ^° longe BO it fer-after were"! a uair walle'' J>er 
t^««"- sprong 

aMs%««, ■^''^ " ^'^ [water] Be}jJ>e wiji god"* fisc; bojie dep"* and 172 

2iw. io»g 

"toto Monj"* sikemen {wr" come! aiwf hot vet weeohe Jwrs** 

w^rbm. ^t*'" b"^^"^" •'I'*'' bafiede al 1 pur hoi anon [hij were 

■^Hereiion- p^^^ water hi honwrde muche"! and wolde )>er-Inne 

■'■™^' wade 

"nojt. Ac hi nuste nojiing" of fe tre ! (lat al [« vertu made 176 

BannriH. 8ej)]>e it was |)er-aft«r longe! ))at our lord Bnert>e'* com 

"»[^**- .ind Jjtit folc bispek" is dej> 1 and hor red" ^er-ot nom 

«»nd'hen P'^ *"* bigoH to flete" ftDon ! as our lordes" wille 

»fl'(ote "*^ 

"(ondT'h' P^ giwea come and founde Jiot tre*" fletynge jjer" bi 180 

Hi nome it vp uor it was vil! and ileie hadde ]i«- 
longe 
"mikeds. And made'* fer-of )>e holi rode! our lord [)«r] on to 
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per oner code mony a Mon-, (« while (lat hit (>er lay, 
160 A nusteu not alle' hou holy hit was*, )>at ]>w oaer eoden 

^ pe Qween of Saba* com ))er for))-, ao anon |k> heo hit iiMai 

seih, Uunb. 

Hononrede hit feire' and sat a-kneo', and aolde not come b^" 

}ier neih ; 
Bi a-no{iur wey heo wende, to kyng Salomon heo com, 
164 For heo hym hedde wel wyde i-souht-, to leorne of hin» 
wiedom; 
Porwh eraoe, bat vr lord hire laf-, to kyne Salomon Bhe 

heo aede *.iomi 

pat treo ne Hcholde U^e (>er', jif he dude by hire rede, *«■ 
For ^ scholde a mon jit dye' on |>at ilke treo, 
168 porwh whom- Al )« lawe of Gywes' diatruyjed scholde beo : 
IT Salomon hit let nyme sone' and Tndur eor)« hit caate, 



So longe so hit f«r-afterward was- a wel feir welle sprong, a "U 
172 A fejr watnr wifi gret * sich-, ho]>e deop and long; •r'^jiB*. 

Mony seke- )«t )ier comen' and vusch heore feet )>er-on, Muj^ck 
0)>tir heore honden-, o)nir bajieden at', heore hele hedden Uweinuid 

anon : 
pat watnr heo honoureden muche- and wolden )>er-Inne 
wade, 
176 Ac heo nnaten no |>ing of )« treo- ))at al |>e rertu Made : 

C1e]){« longe [>er-afturward' ]>at tt lord on eor^ com, wbenora 
^ Anon- (>o {lat folk by-Bpeek his de|>' and heore Red EL'^^i'* 

{lerof nom, ioentt. 

pat treo bi-gon to fleoten a-non-, as vr lordea wille was : 
180 pe Qywes comen- and founden )Htt treo- fleotynde )>er 
bicas, 
Heo nomen hit vp- and for hit was fonl- and i-leye 

hedde per longe. 
And maden ^r-of J>e holy Roode-, Tr lord l«r-on to ^^ij^V^^ 
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■ For. And^ )w tre waa tU <mi oldf and to vili our \saA. 



J^S" 






j^jui' jnt hem )H)jte Jwit* tre to Tairf Jxrt he wew Jxr- 181 

• enHoL pe croyB" after our lordes' de^! Tndsr er|>e hi caste 
'weL per hi him to de)« dade f ond burede it* J>er«'' vaate 

• ncMHi. Arid* bojw oroys eke ))er-wi[i f jwt ))e jwiee heoge' 

on er 
"^ per hi leie ar" hi were ifonnde ! mo Jwt an" hondred 188 

jer 
••omiitad. po'* tituB a/ltd Yupasianf ieriMaUm nome 
'^^'^•■gn A7>d deetmede'* alle ^ giwes! )M(t ueiwreft Jier hi ne 

come 
Ani al |iat loud was ibrojt! In ^ emp«roim hond of 

rome 
uiMTof. ^»d yfC^ ia men al hiaet' to nyme |Mr-to^* gome 192 

Se)>)>e Jier com an emp^roor '. jiot het adrian 
i>ii>a. Bwi)ie he|>ene ixad lii]>er" ek.' a/oA worrede^' ech oriatene- 

man 
He wuste war )>e rode lay ! |>at god was on ido 
SSSiii. ■^'''' ^'** CTsteaemen ["e" stude hon«red[e] '■ wenne" hi 196 

[mijt*] come {wr~to 
He let a temple of mamuet'f in )<ulke stude arere 
nyoou. pot me ne vond nofiing to loute" to f bote maomel^ 

j»ere 
•iwiiMi. Wenne" cristenemen mi^te boder atelef bi se dorate" 

Tor doute 
>iwa. Aftd ek uen hor" herte" it waaf to eny manmet^ 200 

■biuU. 

aloute 
"Dmittod. Hi bilenede bo al" J>iilke atude! and muchedel nor 

fere 
»». So \ok. wi]))iinne an" Tewe jerf no cristenmon [ne] com 

«f(irjata. So {xit [lulke stude wasf Tor-leto" mony aday" 

"outou " pat no cHetenmon ne paynym'*; nuate war J« rode 204 

i*rB. lay. 
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For (At treo' woB for-oldet- aad heo heolden vr lord 
luj>er also; 
184 3it hem Jihoiijte' |>at treo to feu" ]>at he weore Jier-on i-do ; 

PAt OroJH B^ype- attar vr lordes day depe vndwr fe AftwChrttn 
eorbe heo hit caste, tbtjmi 

burted tlw 

per ae heo hiin to de|>e dude' and bnrieden hit swi])e Ciom*. 

&ate; 
And t« twejr Crosses eke t)0^-bi' y&t |>e jteoaes hengen 
on J»er : 
188 per heo lyaen- er heo weore weoren i-founde', mo ben TumOnj 
two hundred jer, 
IT Forte l>at Tytea- and Tasp^ian- wi)> al heore folk come, 
And al )>e Gjwefi bedden distniyed' and heore pouwer 

by-nome-, 
And al {ut lend was i-brouht* in-to ]>6 Emp«n)urs bond 
of Rome, 
192 And mid his Men i-fiild' and In-set' to nyme f>er-of 
Qoome: 
H Ac sel>)>e )>er com an Emperonr', )>at bihte Adrian, Adriuimsw 

Swi)« he]>ene' and Bwi]>e lu^er*, and werrede vche cris- Roodwu.' 

tene man; 
He wuste wher ^e Rode lay |iat God was onne i-do 
196 And cristene men ye stade bononreden' wbon heo mibten 
come ]wr-to, 
He lette a temple of Maumetes' in |)iUke stnde arere, wuibuuik 
pat me mibte not tynds- to lonte to* bote Ifanmetea lamptam 

J>ere; 
Wbon Cristene Men* mibten )ader stele-, heo durste nont [fol.isb, 
for doute, 
200 An eke a-jeyn berte bit was* to eny Manmete- a loute. 
So )>at heo bi-leneden )inlke stude', and also for fere 
pat wib-Inne a fewe ser ber-after' no cristene mon com chrMrun 

' ' ' (onooktb* 

[■ere, puma. 

So I>at fulke stnde waa' for let mony a day, 
204 pat no cristene mon ne F^ym- noste where be Bode Atiutiu 
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i noble emp«roui' |)er com 8e)>)>e ! )>at bet con- 
■^ etantyn 

In batail he was so muche! ^ab )i«r nas of no fyn 
Se)))>e com is fon and wcmne'. mnchedel of b londe 
He jarkede aday ie ost! ^en hen* vorte' etonde 208 

Ab he toward batail' wende ' he bihuld up an hei 
Him JKijte )>at a uair croys' ! up in heuene he aei* 
Lettres he sei* )«r-on iwrite '. he bigon hem' to 

rede 
Wif* )«s' signe Jwu schaltf maiater be l>ttlke* lettree 212 



pe emperonr ])ia Tnderstodf yti he he|>ene v«re 

A croys* he let make'" Bonef )Kit ia men byuore" him 216 

bew 
In Btade^' of W banerf to batul' he wende a-non 
And ^ni'* verta of )« holi croya ! he ousrcom ia 

And ]ie maistne and al ia loud von^f In a [lute] 

atonnde Jiers 
Mnche afterward'* be fiojte'' ae))))e ! wat {lulke ajgne 220 

wer« 
pe niaoBt[e]" men of [al] is lond f binore him be let 

bringe 
And enqiiered[e]" of f>e croys '. wat were ]« toknynge 
Hi sede )Kit at ieruialemf god was [i]do*'' on 

rode 
And [uit )>e giwea hudde |iat*^ croisf as hi Tnder- 224 

Btode 
Wen** idiabbe** }er Jwru** qtia{> f>e emp«ronT f myn fon" 

ibro5t to grounde 
Ne worji" icA neuw bU>e iw" hertef ar"* Jw holi crob 

be ifonnde 
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CJeoJilw )>er com an Emperour [at het Constantyn; S"'"itas 

"^ In werre and batayle he was ao muche', t>at ]ier nas "'"' "^(^ti, 

no fyn; 
8e^)>e comen his fon and wonnen' muchedel of his 

208 He jarkede a day his Oat* a-jeyn heom forte stonde; 51^!''™'*" 
If As he tonward |ie Batajle wende' he bi-heold vp an uj»nhta. 

heb, to baULa li« 

. BW ■ f*ir 

T T'"" ]ihou^te t>at a feir Crois' In heuene ])at he eei; ; cmi in tiia 
Lettres he aayj )ier-on i-write", he hem bi-gon to Eede- ; {iSfin"?^ 
212 "Wif J>is eigne yov schalt Mayeter beo'," [iiUke lettres JJUj'^"""" 

sede, conqueior.- 

" And wite Jie from {>y fon', by daye" and eke by nibte, 
Whon {«w {lenkeat J>er-vppon-, epede J>on aehalt in fihte": 
IT pe Emperour fU Tiiduratood-, Jjeih he He|>eae were, 
216 A' Crois he lette make aone' )>at his Men by-foren him Heouuedo 

here, Sl^taft™ 

In-etude of hia Baner', In Batayle a-non, J^ ^ '»'*'* 

And )orwh (w holy Croie' he ouercom alle his fon hbMmi. 

And von )« MayBtrie', and al his loud* in a luytel 
stonnde Jiere : 
220 Unche he jKtnhte t^r-aftervard' what ^ulke eigne were ; 
pe wiseste Men of al his lond- bi-fore him he lette 

And enquerede of [« Crois' what weore |>e tokenynge : ^IS!?' 

Eeo seideu him* ^t in lemaalem' Qod was don on )« ^°^^^ 
Rood^ 

224 And ]>e Qywea l>at Crois hndden )>ere*, as beo hit Tndur- Ha wu toid 

"Whon ichabbe," quaf I>e Emperour, "yer {lorwh- my 

fon i-bronht to gronnde, 
Ne worj> ich neotfre glad of herte', er )w holy Cr[o]is beo 

i-founde " : 
po }« Emperour- of [w holy Eoode- so feir Miracle i-eeij, 
228 He let him Baptijen of seint Siluestre-, ]>e Fope >at \>o < 
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MuTA. Eleyne )>at b moder vfta! to ieru<alem he sende 

To aeche aft«r )« hoU croia '. and beo gladlicbe Tor]> 

wende 
po beo com yuder beo let crief as heo badde hire red 

Inome 
pat aUe ]>e giwea of ]>e cite '. binore biM scbolde come 236 

*£i^Mw P** I"® giwes i-«o>nued were '. hi [brtdde] schor[t]Iiche gret^ 

B«<* few 

Qret ctmseil hi nome )w-of f wat J>e eacheson were 
po Bede on ]>at bet Indas f ioA wene ^t ich wot. 

^™™Dt*D- Wat )iiB somonnce amoantf* scbai: jif icA [bit] telli' 240 
mot 
Ich wene )>e quene enqueri wole '. as heo ba)i i}io}t 
AfiiM- ]>e rode pat iheni cristf was on to depe ibro;t 

<|i^Boiiof pat Hon of aon bo so wodf ber-of iknowe be'! 

CHbW ' V 

i»«!n»» Icbolle* 30U telle (30U) in oonseil! wat my fader tolde 244 

' Idi wole. me 

po my fader Symeon '. in is def Tuel lay 
■t'us. Xu coneeil he was to me iknowe f yo he Jieii* de^ istu 

ludaa be aede leue soue! 3if it bitide^ so 
pot me enqneri of )« rode '. }at god was on ido 248 

Loke yat -^u be iknowe f«r-off ra)>«r )«n me ^ 

'fchtw. pot sacbee my £adw tolde mef in conaeil icbulle |)e^ 

telle 
■ ■Ms. He sede me a Inte binore is def. )>at he was ate' 

dede 
To burie in calnarie bul '. |>e rode ]>om comua rede 252 

•Laoiw. Leue' fedw icA" eede yo'. wat eiled" jou alas 
"au^ Wi wolde je hint to de)>e do I wen he god waa 
"■"•■ He aede Jwra me naB" it nojti ac vor he wi|) sede 
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PE holy Bode' I-fonnde wta; as ioh ow woUe dow telle : 
Conatautm )>e Emp«roiir' he)>eiie folk gon faste quelle, 
For heo vr lord Ibeea crist' to strong deji brouhte; 
232 Alle )>e hejtene Men |>at neib htt» vere* aone be brouhte 
to nouhte : 
El^^e l>at his Modur was* to lerufialein heo sende conttiDtins'i 

To eechea aftur be holy Bode*. And heo sladliche forb B>inu.'g«it 

'10 Jenwlem 

wende ; ^""^ "" 

pQ heo com ]>!dere' heo lette crie', aa heo red hedde 
i-nome, 
236 pat alle Gywes of |>e Oit^' to-fore hire scholde come : 

po |>e Qyweo i-eomened were* heo hedden ful gret fere ; sba nunmoni 
Gret counBeil ))ei nomen J>er-of' wtat |>e enchesun werej befonim. 
% po Beide on* |>at hette ludas*, "Icb wene jiat ich wot JndAitcui 
240 What Jiis Somouns amounti echal', jif ich telle mot : Mnoeming 
Idi wene* [ut }« Qweene enquere nole*, aa heo ha)> 

i-|>onht, 
Aftnr ))e B4>ode )>at Dteni criBt' to de)>e was on&e i- 

bronht; 
pat noa of ov ne beo so wod' |>at )«F-of i-knowe be, 
244 In Goungal ich ow telle wole )fa,t tay fader tolde me: 
f po my Fader Symeon* in his de)> vnel lay, bihimii, hb 

In Counaeil he waa to me i-knowe" |ki be on him ye diKioMdw 

del>i-eay; ES^™ 

"ludas," he seide, "leoue eonc, ;if hit bi-tydc)) so 
248 pat me enquere)) after ]>e Bode* )iat Iheem was on i-do, 
Loke |>at |h>q beo a-knowe ]ier-of' er )>a( me, |>e quelle ; 
pat Zach^ my Fader tolde me* in Counseil ich wol {le 

telle: 
He seide me a Inytel bi-fore his de}>' )iat he was atte 
dede 
252 To bniien hire* vppe Calnarie Hal', as heo nomen alle 
to rede " : 
IT "Leoue Fader," i seide, "))0' what cylede ow Alias TbongfajHin 

Whi wolde ae hvm to debe do*, wboune bat he good was " : tfaa Jan pat 

1 Umlodiiui, 

T He seide* "bi me nas hit nont' ac for ]iat be wi]>-sede 



iiizedbv Google ■ 



40 PB HOLT RODK. 

i]U. Hyne* felswes of hor lawef hi him hnqte to de)ie* 256 

dnditaiiDt* Se)>|>e hi dnde him in[to] sepnlcre '. &c he aroa to 

^.07.] Fnnn de[ie ])en' ^dde d^ f mjd is wonndeii* vine 
• bt"'**' ^^"^ foiirte)>e did ^ afterward '. to benene he wende ui 
hei 

In |ie lond of gallile ! as al JMit folc isei 260 

^^^ Twel[f] moa^* it was )>er aftM-ward' '. and half }er' oixl 

:ES?"' more 

pot stenene |>iit was my brojierf preched[e] of godes 
hfikS^ lore* 

2 On™. Onr'^giwefl him ladde wi}itK>nte Qw] totm! and henede*^ 

him wi|) Btones 
■imrtn. Jjid to stronge [de)>e] him brt^to Inonjf oncJ debrnsede** 264 

id is bonea 
]^2^S^. P^ morwe aft*r mydwyntw daif to dejie" hi him 
*•*** briqte 

j4n<2 non he is in [jie] loie of henene f )iat he )>o 
abojte 

po ludas hadde yis tale itoldf |>e ^wes sede aa lu 
Btode 
"h. Telle ne hnrde we nener er! ]hm'* muche of )« rode 268 

po (« tyme was icome! biuore )« quene hi come 
u cbaM^. CheBe^'° anon qna|> |>e queue '. oa ot jaa twei dome 
Hjn. Lif a»<f de]i )ou is hinoref chesefi we)>er je" wolle)* 

iTiMii*. Bote je me fyude |>e suete" rodef brenne echone [je] 272 

scholle^ 
utofvr*. Q"t f™ li^ 1^ inakef biuore" hor aire eie" 
»^^ P« g^wes bigonne to crie'° londef Jio hi Jxit fur iseie 

5if eny mon wot )ier-of bi sede '. ^nne wot ladas 

Tor sacbee is fader fader ! of gret power was 276 

puike tyme Jwt ibeeiM was 5 on J>e rode ido 
uudiiia pe quene let nyme bo ludaef and alle ]>e o)>er*^ lette 

Jwjango. 

go 
BbBd. ^ntf bed^ him be iknowe anon i he nolde nor none" 

""■ )^nffs 
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266 Mine felawes of vre Uwe* )«rfore heo Mm bronlito to 

Seobbe heo Mm in be Sepnlcre dnde*. so be a-roB to bath* km 

Ijue ™ tbird d^. 

Fro defe* J>e |iridde day mid his woundea fyne; 

penne J)e foBrta]>e day [wr-afterward" to lienene ho wende On tin 

an heiB, '''''daito 

260 Id ]>e lond of Oatil^' |>at al >at folk i-Boih ; ^'°n. 

Tfrelf Mone)i hit was' |ier-afitervard', and half a jer- and 

more, 
pat Stenene- |>at my bro)>er waa* precho gon of his ^1^™;^"" 

Oure Gywea- him hedde wi)^oute Jio toun- and Btenede g^^"^ 
him wi|i etonea, 
264 perwi)> to de^ie heo him brouhte- and to bmsedo his 
bones: 
pe Morwe after Mid-wynter-day- to ie|>e heo him brouhto, 
And non he ia in ]>e loye of faenene* and he hire a- 
bouhte": 
IT po lodas hedde hia tale i-told' [le Oywes seiden, aa Haim>**g^ 
heo atodo, J»"t 

268 "We ne herde telle neuer er- yus mnche of ]« Hoode"; 
po ]>at )« tyme waa' bi-fore {« Qweene heo come, 
"Cheo8eJ> aeide )« Qweene yo- of jwoae tweyo dome; ii»th™(Mi« 
Lyf' and De(>' is ow bi-fore', cheBe|t whe|ier je wollen, daitnuuiej 
272 But JO' fe Holy Eoode me bringe' Brenne Tchone je ^^™,^ 
schnllen": hMdm. 

Qret Fair heo lette make' bi-fore faeore aire eijen ; 
pe Gywes bi-gonue to crie londe' ^o heo |>e fiiir i-a^en. 
And Boiden- "3if fier-of any wot' ^nne wot ludaa, ■nity i»r uu>t 

276 For Zacheo' hia Fader- fader f of gret pouwer was, «u»b«iiii. 

palke tyme )>at Ilis«uc was' on |>e Roode i-do": 
pe Qweene' )>o lette nyme Indaa- and ^ o]iere faeo lette Tii«oiwn 

go, ^I^."* 

And bad him ben A-knowe', and bo he nolde for no- [isi. laft, 

•OL. ! J 

)ange 
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pe quene bim lette wel nute bynde f ontf in strong 
^^ jMiBon bTTiige' 

udi^ hrta P^ wi)i|ioate met« ami drinke '. Bene dawes he lay 
■'[mhiuIm. ^<" Iiongiw he bigoa to crief wel londe )>en seoefra* 

Jnd sede l>ringe|> me of )>iB wof ontf ichnlle jou lede 
'*•'■ per icA wene fw rode be'f as my fader me sede 284 

po he out of prison comf mjd muoie folc ho wende 
*H«. To )« place »* Jw rode wasi as ia fader hint kende 

po he to )>e place com ! he sat adono akne 

■u?»hii* ^"^ ''^ *^^ 5*^ '* " ^°y'' 3^* 1'°°* 8<xi 'wm' dw 288 

J^wl'- be 

' N- J«d j»at l>ou [of marie] wew ibore i send one here jiin' 

't^- j4fl<{ toknynge ))at we fynde mote! )ie rode In {lisse' 

place 
J^[J15ii»i Anon HO Indas badde fU bonei to our lord ibede* 
UbM^di^ pe Iml tngou to quake ! cmd out of one stede 292 

M out per sprong^° oat a smoke and wende an hei i and muche 
place fiilde 
Suettere smul ue myjte bef |>eiL |>e smoke smulde 
po Indas ^is isd' londe he gan crie 
uomiiiid, Iheawa ia one" al-mijtt godf ibore of maide marie 296 

[W.67 6.] y/f^ ig ^ bUeneb oWf as ichabbe mony a-day" 

UpHnlodar. Ill 

DomitMd. Take ichuUe to cristendom f and aor^iake )>e" gives 

lay 
He let him cristeny haateliche f a3td )>o he icnstned 

was 
unemnj. ^^^^ ]gj. jjjjj, nempne'* qwiriac '. J>at er bet Indas 300 

uicfaoDig. pu nQmg iij apade and schole"! and ner )>e place wende 
ui>»pc, Depe" hi gonne to deluef Jwr as (le smoke out'' kende" 
" '™** So Jiot hi fonnden roden J>re f )>o hi hadde idolue 

longe 
»mS^ Oar lordes rode and (>e" ojw two '. Jwrt fe >eues were on 304 
enMcs hi an-honge 

§iiii«! bo Bieide our lord hiwi to seende '. {« nuste hi of )>e Jtre" 
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280 Pe Qweene him lette t>o fastc bynde* and m-to strong Jndub 

priaon bringe, C"^i 

WiJ>-oute mete' and drinke* Jwr aeue dayes he lay ; '»**■ 

For strong hunger loude he criede* )«ne seue^ day, 
And seide- " bringe)> me of |>i8 wo' and ich ow wole telle On u» 
and lede bguMnto 

284 per*8 ich wene- )>at y% Boode beo-, as my &der me ^7!J£™' 
sede": 
po he out of i>Hsnn com* mid muche folk he wende HsigtukeDto 
To )ie place ^er [« Boode was*, as his fader him kende; o*enupa 
po he to )>e place com- A-doun he sat on kneo, 
288 Lord he seide', " jif hit ia hoJj- )>at )>ow God and Mon beo, 
And ^at' (low of Marie weore i-boren' send th non ^i 

grace 
Sam toknynge- \»t ■we fynde mowe' . )>e Boode in }\b 
place " : 
V Anon* )k) ludas )iia bone hedde* to vr lord i-bede, 
292 pe Hul bi-gon to qwake' and out of one atede '. 

A- smoke sprong out' and wende an heij', and muehe ^U,^^** 

place fidde, 
Swettore yiag nas nener non' ])en )ie smoke smuldef 
po ludaa )«8 i-sayh- loude he bi-gon to crye, 
296 "Ihesus is one Almihti God-, i-bore of Mayde Marie; 
Wood is' [lat eni o)>ur by-leeue}i' as i-chabbe mony a day, 
Taken i-chuUe to Criatendom- ich forsake Gywene lay": i??Jl^ 
He let him cristene hastdliche- and |>o he i-cristened was, Ji^jSJ^'*^ 
300 He let him nempnen Qniriak' ]>at er- he hette ludas": ft"'''"- 
IT po nomen heo spade and • schonelc and ner )« place ' ms. lani. 
wende, 
Deope heo goune to detne- t>er as )« smoke out wende ; 
So fat heo founden Roodes freo* )k> heo hedden i-doluen ^™ Cron™ 

longe, dimimd. 

304 pe Boode {>at God waa on i-do' and jMit (w twey [wues 
were on an honge 
Bi-ayden vr lord- him to achende', ac he nuste whuch of 
>e>reo 
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I K^ pat* holi CToyB fat hi Bojte ; wnch ' it myjte be 

'■*■=■ j4n<f' DB[>eles hi nome alle Jirei and toward tonne 

•(oda. To eleyue {w gode quene! wi]> wel glade* chen 308 

jatta. Bi [le wei ate' heie non' f me gan ^en hem'' bj-inge 

• Si^'iim ^ ^^ \y"^8l "^^ T *" here' ! toward buriynge 
■noniWo Qoiriac nom Jie one' rode! and ef[t]aone (« o|«r 
*''T«. Jnd leide Tp'* J»iB dedeman ' ac he ne aroa vor 312 

nof>er 

Hi leide )« )aidde hitn upon '. and he aros wel 
biyue 

And bigan to yonikj godes sonef |>at brojte him fram 
"iietx- de(i" to lyue 

u*"mii«. P" **™ J^ deuel jollynge"* uorp'. [and] londe he gan" 
afoudegu grede 

Ufnaun Alaa nou is my myjte idof enanno" he flede 316 

Dins. Ihs^iM Qiegug wat ]iencetou' al" folc to ^ lede 

"ImiiwtSffi pon liast her in-warde ijeue num f |iing" ^ot ic& meet of- 

virtiun. J)om wan" icA was verst onercome' and mm icham al 

[ibronjt] to groitnde 
jjirtdi*. Alas )mlke sori wule^'f )>at it* was euer ifounde 320 

Yor Inabbe power non so gretf aneF|>e among manne 
3if hi make|> )fc fonnne of ye croysf Jut Ine mot anon 

|>anne 
■ idiwot p^r-nore ichot" jxrt ech man! wole nou |wt 80]>e ise 
aiuke>. pat |re cToys me ha)>'* ouercome ! ontj al bilene me 324 

» tiut. Alas alas )>ia " tyme f nou icA worf [al] vor-sake 
«<niK). ludas ludas wat was |>e5 wi woston |>tM on** take 

«)Hufon)Mt. pom ^t'* ludas was ihote f ihems to depe ic& 

"ichmi, jiiK^ {«)ru Indas icham** ouereome f and ibrojt to 328 

Baniu£. ^Te ne tld" neuereft" strencbe" nonf bote eny mon 

"M- 1 an -,11 -1. 

"snj, wole wi]i wiUe 

^i^bli* Seruy" me to paie is flescf is soule vorte spillo* 

dtowlto 
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pe holy Crois pat heo soultteti' whach of pe {ireo hit 

mihte beo; 
Ac nolwleB heo aomen die )>reo' and toward tonne hem ;JJi?S«rt* 

bere SSL™, 

308 To Elejne )« goods Qweene' wiji wel glade chere; 
Bi pat hit was hei; nou' me goa ^eyn hem bringe 
A ded Uounes bodi- vppon A bere- to-ward buryiugej ^SHIing* 
Quiriak nom pis o Bode* and eft-sone pe o]>er, ""P"' 

312 And leyde vppe pis dede Mon-, ac he ne a-roB for '^f^.'^'^f^ 

nonper; tin body. 

He leyde pe pridde UmTppon* and be a-roa wel blju^ ^!^'"' 
And bi-gon to ponke Qodes aonc pat lum brouhte to ^JjJJj^" 

lyue: 
IT po com pe denel jellynde forp- loade he gon crie and ihtjiv^ 

grede, "fl ^^ 

316 "Alias nou is my power a-go'," her-after more he sede; "'^JJ'J^ 
"ILwiM Ihwws' what penkestou*, Alle folk to pe lede, ™ ^° 
pou hast here in Monnea warde* ping pat ich mest drede, 
porw whom' ich fiirat was ouercome* and non I' am al to 

grounds ; 
320 Alias pulke Bori while' pat heo was euere i-fbunde, 

For ich nabbe nou' power bo gret' on eorpe a-mong 

Menue; 
^if me fonrmep enes pe Crois' anon ich mot go peonne, 
per-fore ich wot pat eweri mon- wol non pe sope i-se, 
324 pat pe Crois me hap oueniome' and al my power bi-nome 

me; 
Alias pat ich pis tjm.% i-sayh* non ich worp al forsake t 
ludas ludas' what was pe' whi woldeston pas on take, 
porwh on ludas pat was i-hote' Ih«uo to depe was Ajmuhta 

1-brouht, to dwUi. ud 

S28 And porw a ludaa ich am ouercome- and i-bronbt to Sauuiwu 

nonht ; im^Si. 

Strengpe ne worp me neu«r non- bote eny mon wole nud 

wille 
Beraen me to payen bis flesch- his soole forte spille; 
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iWkM. Wen' my atrtagjfe is me bynomef Toodi iek mot [mid] 

*«d>»»iii» ^ni2 mjd treson )if icA may' enj man to me wynne* 332 

■ ^. Z ne nuy her no leng bilene' vor )Kit ' me }ienche^ loDge 

JK^^ Vor Jjot* croji ^ is me so" neyf In pyue icham wd* 

•M. atronge 

1 bnaam. Qo heiuie ' anoa qiia|> Indaa ' ne com her nenereft 

• nB^htr more' 

[(Hi. M] I-fbunde it ia ^ it late bef yat on«rcome ha^ al* )n 336 

aL lore 

He ^at her }aa dede man! from de)« brojte to Ijoe 
Pnlte |ie [her] wif is power J In-to helle grounde blToe 

■•)>■. Mnclie was ^'* loie of {« crois! )Mii [men] made*' |>o 

oui. V^^ gret song and proceBsion! |>e qnene M if* b«xa 340 

Indaa uom )io cristendom! oncf )io he ibapldsed waa 
UHmii. He let hiro nempne" quiriacf JMit er" het Indas 
"*»- pB qnene of selnsr amrf [of] gold! an" riche Bcryne 

wrojte 
And^' of jymineB preBtonae"! an<2 ]>e rode )w-on bnqte 344 
Vp •* ^ hoi of caluory ; }>«■ hi |»e rode founde 
A noble chirclu heo let rere! ihered be ]inlke" stoande 
po desired[e]* |>o quene mnchef after ]« nailea yre 
War-wi|) our lord vaa '. Inailed to )>e tre 34S 

Qoiriac ^at het er Indaa f wende" to )« place 
Aa ]>e crois ifounde was '. and bad our lordes grace 
pat he jif is wille were ! Jie Jire nailea him aende 
pe nailea wi^i gf^ li;tinge '. out of ]>e erjie wende 362 

Quiriao ]>ouhede oore lord crist! wi|i gret loie be is" 

nom 
Jnd tok hem eleyne fe gode quene ! )« he to hi» com. 



«^0^. 
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'Whon mj Btrengjw ia atah by-nome* fonde ich mot wi)> 

S32 And mid trecnm )if ich may eny Uen to me winne ; 
I' may here do lengore bi-lene* for ]>iB me )>iiike)i longer 
For ]« Crois |)at is me bi-fore* in pejne ich am wd 
stronge " : 
IT lodae seide', " go henne Sriion* ne cum )>ou tere no Juiu^i 

836 I-founden is t>eih hit late beo- |iat ouercomeu ha)> al )ii 
lore; 
He bat her is- be dede mou' fro deb i-brouht to ]yue "Miychriii 

' ' ' ■' thnulttaH 

Pult te wi)> )>i ponwer al" in-to nelle wel blyue " : mkUj into 

Muche was [« loye of ye Crois' |>at me |m) made yen, 
340 Wi]i gret eong' and proceseioun' ye Qweene heo hire here j 

IT ludas nom cristeadom: and ))0 he i-onstaied waa 
He let him nempne Quiriac' y&t er beihte Indaa: 

^ pe Qweene of Seluer and of Gold* A gret Schrine heo Ti>*Qii«n 

mademmmt 

WTonhte, "*rtM rf 

344 And of )ymmea preeiouse' and jw Boode |>er-Iniie broiqte, ^S^^ 

Vppe ye hul of Calnarie' t>er heo ye Roode fomide; uw>«ta. 

A Feir Chorche heo lette a-rere' i-heried beo bulke Afiirehmtb 

^ •hctbeii 

stonnde I ™™*- 

U po ^ Qweeae* deairede muchel' ^nr yo nayles )ireo, iiisnahanDi 
348 Wherwith tt lord waa- I-nayled to ye tree j Si^'''lr 

Quyriac' Jiat er hihte ludaa* wende to |>e place, !(«u»ii»u<. 

per aa |>e Crois i-foimde was-, and bad tt lord of grace 
pat God, jif his wille were', {w Jireo Naylea him sende ; 
3S2 pe Nayles' wi)> lihtynge gret' vp of [>e eorye vende ; Judu nndi 

Quiriac ]>onkede Ihtuu crist' wi)> gret loye he hem nom, 
And tok hem Eleyne )>e goode Qweene* {^ he to hire 
com; 
V pas was ye holy Boode i-founde- ye yiidde day of May J^J" f* 
356 pat we clepet" in holicbirche" ye Holy Roode day; ai'^M« 

Quiriac )iat ye holi Boode fond' Bisschop aeyye he waa, 
In heaene he ii nou eeiut Quiriac' t<at fiirst hette 
ludas : 
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Htwu- T)^ S.o1i rode was' ifoande! as je wite|)' m may 
^>i«i' J Jflt2* an-houBed was* in septembref )>e holi rode day 364 
JJ^ Mony' ajer was' bitwenef rijt ia t>at we^ telle 

oc'hEre '^ *'!'*'' '**** *''*'" "t**"' ■ noul^'' bileue I nelle 
Sf^."'^ A kyng (■«■ waa in perix ()0° ! cosdroe was is name 

• OToutaiM Cristemen )>at* he fond' he brojte alle' to schame 368 
■ nn, Wi[i his power he won*" also! alle )>e londes" )>«r aboute 

po he com to ienwolem f of )>e sepulcre he was in 
donte 
uionod. pot onr lord'* was on" ileidf anon so he ^a isei" 
uLhik;. Tor a1 is power ]>at was so luljer*"! he ne dorste" come 372 
HL^nu. ]wr nei" 

" ti<>»' Ac' a poHie of )« suete croya '. yat BainU Eleine {"edCT-" 

hri^te 
i»»jif iK^ He tok wij" him* and wende ajen '. nammore Jrader'* he 
""" ■ ne jHijte 

Of |>nlke tre he was wel* prout ! Jiei he' himv-sulf lu)wr'* 
wer« 

A Bwi)>e hei tonr of gold and seluer ! he let him sone 376 
"Oimn. rera" 

ipiKiiHUBi. ^jmmts and stones presions"! t>e»^aboute he let do 
B|>*>i«Ran, pe fourme of sonne and mone! amd oP sterres" also 
"ttmiin. Scyne as it hem-sulf wer«! a«id tume" abonte vaste 
MalHiiidn. As bondri^'* he made^ eke oftef bat muche folc** 380 

> meni men. agaste 

"burf. pom" amale holes myd qneyntise! Jwt watw ofte"* peie 

ofto. He made" valle adoua to growndeJ rijt as it reyn were 

* feuw'i,] -^ Teniorjj as coujie eny man '. make " myd qneyntise 
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By-seche ire )>e holy Roode* |)at brouhte ^ deuel to im.so, 
grounde, B«««h the 

360 And seint Quiriac' and aeint Elejno', borwh whom heo et. (tidriH 

Waa l-foUJMie, Helem. to 

uit«Fcfla« for 

pat heo bi-aechen God for vs', Jiat on |w Roode achedde "S'^'''^' 
*•'* Wood, S» ™jS. 

pat we mote to |>e ioye of heaene come- |>at ia bo awete 
and god. Amisn- 
\E holi Roode was i-founde- as je wite|) in May, r^"''' 

Honoured he waa Bel>t«- in Septembre- J>e holi J^'° 
Bode day ; w'S"* " 

Mony a jer }w waa by-twenc, rijt ia |>8t we telle, Sepiwnbn. 

Hou )>ia feste was by-gonne* for-so)/e lyjen i nnlle : 
A kyng ^er waa on eorjie )io-, Oosdre was hia nome, Then *aa ■ 

368 Criatene Men bat he mihte fjnde' he brouat hem aUe to coadn,* 

' ponMntorirf 

schome ; cbrirtUni. 

Wi]) his lu)>er power he won also' al |>e londea {«r-abonte, Heconqurnd 
po he com to Ieru«alem- of )ie aepulcre he hedde donte, 
pat TT lord was Inne i-Ieyd' a-noa bo be J'is i-seih, 

372 For al hia power pat was so lu]>er' jit ne dorat he come Htameu 

ber neih, "d D»b 

poiAeiaian Df 

Ac a partye of (« swete Orois' |)&t seint Eleyne |>ider ' p^'c™ 

brouhte "* *'''"' ■" 

He tok wi)) him* and wende a-jein- no more [lidere he ^"""'■ 

ne )>oiihte; 
Of (tulke treo" he waa wel prond', ]»eih he him-self he]>eiie 

were, 
376 A- swi]>e faei; tour of Gold and Seiner' he iet him sone HereuHik 

a-rere. 
Of jimmee' and of Btouea precious- )>er-aboiite he lette do; 
' Fourme of Sonne" and of Mone* and of Sterrea alao MdMtaj** 

Sohinen-, ae hit hem-self were-, and toruen a-boute faste, J^^p^^j 
380 And ^ndringe he made ek- )>at |>e folk ofte a-gaste, ^l^°" 

Mid smale holes tK>rwh qneyntyse' jiat watur ofte )>ere J^Dd«r«nii 
He made hit ofte to gronnde falle' as feij hit Eeyn were, 
As ferfor)> as coa)>e eny mon' make mid queyntyse, 



DcmizedbvGoOglc 



tikgoda 






EXPOSITION OP THE OBOBS. 

pe Fonnne as it an henene wera ' he inode^ on* all« wise S84 
Wende aboute mjd* queyntise '. and as reyn ofte rejoie* 
Ac me such wel selde luf>«r prate' i come to gode* fine 
Anouewar is' tour amydde al |)is f is* s^ he let reiw 
In is rijt half he made an sege '. is on sone he sette 3SS 
* I>eM" 

To sitte him-Bulf ae" a god '. in heuene as {"ci it wew 
As it vers in Btnde of godes sone '. t^t non defaate 
u nere^' 

In is lifthalf he made** ano|>er i a uair cok he let vette" 
In" stude of ^ holi gost '. in is lifthalf bi Mm" sette 392 
And^* sat hifn-eulf al amyde f }<e fader as t>ei it wen 
"modii. And sone aatd holi gost bisidef gref prnto was )>era 
Unutittr. Kon was |)is a wonder^ hjnef and a wonder god also 
i*^"' And" eun* me bencb he was abast*'! and also" him com to 396 

•" hit wM ■ » ' 

^f^ Eractiiis Jie emparour )>at cristene was of" rome 

■ hl'hiiid* ^' J''' niysuarynge pmtef hnrde" telle ilome 

••mnwu. Wi)> is ost he wende in-to is londf and woirode** on hii» 
iiaste 

■ onutod. In is heuene he** sat as a godf )wt noting tiitn ne 400 

agaste 
"SSm. So Jwt ifl eldest" Bonef he het wende" ate lasto 
"Mid. Ajen pe emp«ronr wij"" is osti and of )« lond him 

caste 
nflfmHi' ^°' ^^ "^ dedeyned" nojt Tor him"; of is henene 
• mittid ene*" alijte 

jNomow. Nammore"* ^en it wers a godf wiji erfliche men"* to 404 

»onji«i. 2ig o|>«r''' sone wif** is ost: ^en ]>e emperour wende'' 
'to^wmiit. p^ jj t(,,^r^ j^w i^t^ comef hor ei|>«r to ojw sende 
" )«t. pat hi bitwene hem-sulne two f Jie" batail scholde do 

And al hor ost" stonde and biholde '. and none*" come 408 
yerto 

•iwh«d« And wejier of hem aboue*' weref habbe scholde ^ m^te 
oudnrca. Of o))eres men ontj al is londf aft«r** is wille dijte" 



■ff.t, 



"• po JiiB Torward ymad was** f harde" H smyte b 



^to!»d: 
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I pe founne as Ht heaene were* be made on alle wyse; 



A-nonwarde his Tonr* amidde al ])is' Mb sege be lette 
a-rere, 
388 In bis Kiht half he made a sege- bis o sons he sette )«re, 

To aitten onne bim-self' as a Qod' in heuene* as )>eib ii«k 
bit Were : God i 

In-fltude SB f>eib bit were godes sone- yai no de-fante nere ; hu • 
In his Lnfl half' be made a-no))Ur' and feir he lette fette Gad i 
392 In-Btnde of )ie hoU^oet', bi bi^ Loft half' be bim eette, uidi 
And sat him-self a-ntidde' |«e Fader as feib hit v 



EBacliua )« Emp#rour' J>at cristene was of Eome, Em'pMM<rf 

Of Jiis mis &zinde pruyde- he herde tellen ofte and S'*^'™^ 
i-Iome ; 
In-to bis lond' he irende wi]> his Ost* and werrede wi]i mdiDxie 
bim wel faste; •^"^ 

400 In bis henene be sat aa a Qod', as )>eib him no-ying ne 
a-gaste, 



Him ne d^nede not ones for him* of his heaene a-libte, sot tbs 
404 No more }>en hit veore a Qad' wi)i er|>1iche men to Empsmr 
fibte ; )>U(bi from 

His sone' a-jein )>e Emp«roaT* mid bis Ost be sende, 
po he to ]>e Batayle come* er ei]>er to o|>er wende, 
pat heo bi-twene bem-selue two* ))e Batayle scbolde do, 
408 And al beore Ost* stonde and bi-bolden* and no mon ^i^l^"^ 
come >er-to, ^"^ 

And whe]w of hem so a-boue were* babbe schotde )« 

miht« 
Of >e ojieres Men- and his load- after his wille dibte ; 
po |>e forward was ymad- to-gedere beo smite to grounde, 
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imiikedt. And fojte ae it was bor ri^f and made' harde wounde 412 
ludiite. Ate^ laste ])e emperonrf [>eD o|>er oan-com 

And as vorward was al ia folcf in ia baundone nom 
J^M^oj- And let hem crifltny echon' ! and siwy after bis* wille 

• omitted. And ])ie lu)>er kyng aat euw atomf in is henene wel* 416 

As a' god and nuate nojt '. |iat be vas byne|ie ibrojt 
•toidc ^lu; io Tuele bis men bim louedei )fat bi ne warnde* 

him nojt 
'to. pis emperour bim wende Tor|>f in-to' Jjia heuene an hei 

• md. He' vond bi»» aitte aa a trod .' hia sone hiwi aat wel ney" 420 
ui'h''^^ Heil be {>ou be Bede ]k)u'° false godf in yin false beuene 
"del-ou. ifoun<fe 

ube^n^ Nym ^in aone tmd ^in boll gost! vor je be)> nej" 

aawonnde 
[foL«>.] Bi bin* [jot |wu (« makest" after i J«t {lolede nor cms" 

V ^lede WOUTtde 

Bote |)0U wole on bim bilene '. )>on Bcbalt [her] in aatonnde 424 
^^^ Of myn bond'* JwHe deji! ajirf Jii pmt« be ibroujte to 

grownde 
u omUMd. Tot al ]>in heuene Inele bileuef ne" nor mark ne poande 

If^u aertes qna)) )>is o]>er f )>on ne scbalt me [nojt] so lere 
^J^]"" pot icbnlle abaye"* to eny manf bote be berre^' )ien 428 
hajm! >cA were 

pe emperour drou out ia awerd '. and smot of ia hened 
rqt >er8 
"tHw- His jonge eone Jwt aat bim bi '. J«rt was in is te|>e" jere 

V ?^w^ He let bin*'* cristny arid make" kyng f of al is fadsr loud 

His men he jef al )iat seiner clanliche f ]>at be t«r 432 

nond 
Myd ye gold an<2 myd ^ aeluerf )iat be vond alao )>ere 
pB chirchen Jw* )« olw hadde destmedf yer-wiy he let 

^■^j^^ And made alond'' >«■" wel bileuedf an<j libbe in" 

Bw««d! godes lawe 

biiwm!' ^Ifi t^t nolde tume to god"! he** brojte aone of dawe 436 
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412 And foDjten as heore ri;te waa' and maden liarde woonde, 

Ac Btte laste' |)e Empemur' ^ o)>ar ouer-com v>dhii 

And al hU folk', as forward was*, in his baundnn nom, ^'°.'''* 
IT He lette crieten enmclione' and auwen him to bis Tsille; Sb""^^ 
416 pifl lujjer kyng sat euere a-tom- In hia heuene wel stille, ^SSL™, 
Ab a God' and nnste not' ])at he was bi-ne|)e i-bronht, 
And ao Tuel he waa bi-loued of hia men- Jiat beo nolden 
bin) telle nonht ; 
V pis Emperour bin* wende forf in-to hia henene an beih, ^^^"Jj"^ 
420 He fond him sitte )>ere as a god' bis eone bim aat wel EJI^"'" 
neih ; he«M, 

"Heil," be aeide', "aire felao god' in fia felse benene 

i-founde, 
Mid yy aone' and mid ^in bori-goat* je l)e|> neih a- • Wei horf 
swonude : "fy gbon t 

' (Lntvnded Ha » 

Bi him )>at |>ou makeat {« aftur' |«t for va )>olede wonndo, F^J. ,^^ 
424 But )K»n wolle on hiwt bi-leeue' Jiou scbalt here in a atonnde JJJJ'tJU^ 
Of myn bond |»oIe def- and l>i pruyde ben i-brooht to ^,^21" 

gronnde; 
For al )iin henene y nnl bi'leue' ne for Mark' ne for 
pounde" : 
If "Nay Certes," qn[o]d |n8 a^er-, "j>ou ne achalt me not ci*j« 
BO lere, <*•)'. 

428 pat ich to eny mon achnle a-bonwe' bote he herre )>en 
ich were": 
IT pe Emperonr dron; out hie Bwerd' and emot of bis bed f^'"^'''* 
ribt )>ere; 
His jongeste aone* ]iat hi him sat- {lat waa in bia tenjie hhkd, t«i 
jere, "■ i»p'i»i ' 

He let him Gristeue and make kyng- of al bis foder lend ; 
432 His Men be jaf al |)at Beluer' ]>Bt he jiere fond, 
\ Uid |>e Qold and ricbe Jiingea' ^at he fond )«re; 

pe chircbes Jwt Jie echrewe deatruyde- he lette f«r-wi|> vp ^J,',i',^ 

a-rere, Smb«i 

And made al )>at lond in god bi-Ieeue- |i«re in Qodea lawe ; 
436 Alle )iat nolde tume to Ood' he broujt hem aone of dawe : 
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"Hoita. pe holi croia* (wt he Tond {«rflf pat god was on ido 

Adoun he nom wi|> gret honur! (Mu2 ladde vi^ him also 
■ bni^. To |>e boruj* of iertMalemf mtd {ro he com ]Mr biside 

Yp )>e hul of olyuet '. an stoonde he gan abide 440 

Al t>at folc aboute him comf wij> gret honwr myd alle 
• tZ!^ ^ntl )>onkede god of ]>at* cas f ])at hem dude* >er binolle 
'•}«■ pat Jie Bwete holi crois; ajen" moHte come 

pat ])e InJMT kjng coadroe! hem hadde er byname 444 

*imn«^» pe empmjnr wende adoun (« hul' wH> vair procesfliou 
»fc^ pen' wei |wrt our lord irende.' toward U' paasion 

*i>or]. po he com to )>e boru]*! and irolde In ate jate 

Noiji. A nair miracle our lord'" sendef Jxrt he ne moete com In" 448 

UHhaom. |>er-ate 

u|«Finn. Vor fe atones Jxrt were [>«■" abone : adonn anon alijte 
^iwJ" -^"^ **' I* ^"^ ^^^^ ouene uorji" £ Jiat nomoi* In ne 
ivfa^ mijte 

iiudl^. Son waa ])is emperonrf and al ia" folc also 
unwarfd. And drsdde |iat hi ynwor|>e" were '. such boU ]>ing to do 452 
"deeL pw waa wop (Wtrf cri*" Inoaj ! on god I>at he bem sende 

Som grace ^if is wille wewf )iat bi Baueliche In wende 
"■bow. po" Btod an angel ouw" J« jate f a crois he huJd an 

houde 
"(oawd. Sire emperour be sede {lulke tyme! lK»t our lord" was her 456 
alonde 

po he com In at ]p.a jate .' to be to de)>e ido 
ooEtwi '^P '''^*' ^^ "** ^ '^' «"<*" i" feble clo{>e8 also 
Bconin. He ne com** wi]i no gret nobleief so** aa )wu doat non 

Wi]) riche cIo|ie8 ne o]>er pmte : ]>ei be were as bei as 460 
p<m 
»»3ii! Mid Jiis word he wende ajen fiia emperour" anon 

And lijte adoun and alle is cIo))eB '. caste of euerichon 
»<rflnrt«^ Anon to is scerte (wwi*' is breche! sore wepynde wif" 

fit '"• 

"•.yi. pe stones arise vp ajen**! \at were adonn Inalle 464 

" ^* jlwd He" enerioh i» is rijte stade '. as bi hadde er ido 

And )w )at up aa it was er '. |>e wei dene also 
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p6 lioly Croig ]>at he fond ferf {wt vr lord was onne i-do, Ba took tha 
A-doQU he nom wi]i gret hononr and Udde wi)> Mm also 
To |>e Borwh of Ieru«alem', and ))0 be conk )>er bi-syde uidtwoiiihi 
440 Vppe )« Hal of Olyuete" a fitonnde be gon a-byde; iS'''ta*«i[t 

Al ))e folk a-bonto him com* mid gret honour vi^-alle ?^ '*'" 
And )ionkeden Qod* of |ttt caa' )iat hem was bi-falle, **"*"- 
pat ]>e Bwete holi Crois' a-jein moste c»nie, 
444 pat }ie lu[iur kyng Coadre' bem hedde er bi-uome ; 
V A-donn of ])e bul wende ^ £mp«n>ur' mid feir proceBUon Than with ■ 
polke wey )>at tt lord wende- to-ward his passion ; ^SS'^ha'" 

po he com to )« borwb- and wolde in atte jate 
448 A ftai Miracle vr lord Beude* )Mt be ne mlbte in Iwr-ate ; 

For )>e etones )>at a-bonte were' a-doun a-non a-libte Sonaodha 
And Btooden euene a-boute bi |>e ofmr wal- )>at no mon ^^,^^ 

in ne mihte; ^^^m 

Sori was |>e Emperoar' and al hia folk also eni«i^tbe 

452 And dreddeu ))at heo not wor)ii weoren' a Enicb boly JHwian. 
[uig to do ; 
per was wepynge and cri i-nouh on god- ]mt be bem sende 
Snm grace*, jif bis wille were, J>at beo to )« Borwh 
wende j 
% po fltod. ^er-hi an Aungel' a Croifi bee beold an bonde : ^^^^^ 
456 " Sir Emperonr," be seide*. " bulke tyme- bat vr lord ud rabuked 

■^ ' ' ■> ' OwEmpmrt 

wag here a-londe, v^t- 

po he com in atte jate' to de)>e to ben i-do, 
Vppon a self Asse be Bod' in feble clo)>u8 also, 
He com wi{i no gret nobleye* so as )>ou dest now, 
460 Wiji ricbe clojins' ne wi|> o)>er prnyde*, t>elb be were as 
heih as Jwu"; 
IT Mid |)is word he wende a-jeyn' [« Empiwour a-nou S^llridf 

A-lihte a-donn- and his clofns' of eaete enerichon, MuTtfiMr' 

Anon to bis schurte' and his Brech- sore weopinde wi]>- 
aUe; 
464 JSh atones risen vp ageyn- )iat weren er doun i-falle, 2JSl^*w,u 
And lay vche in bis rihte stnde' as beo hedden er i-do, ""w^. 
And Jwt jat opene as bit was er- and ye wey clene also; ^^»"" 
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pe emperonr ^ swete rode nom* '. emd al aaote' In. 
bar 
pnrts. post folc uwede him wif gret preceTgret loieowibliBae* 468 

yroB par 

nretHBjL Anon yer com so saote smul'i as it tram heuene vera 
l^u™"^ pot al Jjot cowtreie* fiilde '. and alle [>at etode* |wre 
'^ pe emperour ber J»at* oroya ! in-to ]« temple an hei 
lUf. He gan aynge )>iB nywe* eongf bjnore'" alle Jxit were fer 472 

^^;j pou croyB brijtore to (lis wordle" 5 ()en alle J* Bteiren 

-b».' be" 

pou art to hononri to |>ia men.' and awel to louye 

"(wnmi. Holier )>en alle'* Jiiwgf |>on one wor))i were 

w<Stta«L pat jiou |>e frut" of al" j« wordli al one vp J>e" bere 476 

»ttj. pou Buete tre t«t bere on fel Jie Buete nayles )ire'* 

ubnniirao. jimtZ |ie suote ber(«ne" of godea sonet jKtt was ido on 






n h= Sane nou al J)i9 companye '. ^ i^ 

«MdBiw j^ here to-gadera to-dM" ibrojt f in >in herynge 480 

■ omitted. pie song song ^ emperonrf Jiot wel" is jut vndsrstonde 
-whim. Vor 3nt me it synge(> in holi cbircbe? wem** me bereji |>e 

GTois an honde 
"anijai. pat** folc bonoured ek )ie croia J as me" my^te come 
J>erto 
Wiji offring and eke*' wi)> song! md wi|) o\ier melodic 484 

also 
Jfe was !« boli rode dayf )>at in septembre is 
wibjh*». pffTUore me balwe> jut pen" dai : i» holi chirehe 
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pe Emperanr uom {lis ewete Bode* and al a fnte tiiin 
b«er ; 
468 pat folk Bawede iam vi^ gret ptva* gret loye and bliBse 
was )>er, 
Anon (>«• com eh> sweto a Bnml- as ]>ei hit from henene Vj^ 

were, '™" i™™'- 

pat al hit smulde wifi gret loye- ))at in )« cuntre weren 
[«re; 
% pe £mp0ronr bar (tia swete crtna- in-to J>e temple an heih, ?*« ^?"' 
472 He gon unge jiis newe song' bi-foren alle {nt weore [ler if^'J^" 

neih : £^g^» 

"T^K Oois brijtore to \iia world" |>en Alle ^ Bterree •""'"[*»?'». 

J beo, 
pon art to hononre of alle men' and mnche to lone of iDmmanrof 

tbeHol; 
alle treo ; Rood. 

Holiore Jwu art ^a al [at is- for I>on one wor)jiore were, 
476 pat t>ou Jie tresor of al Jiis world' al one vppe (« here; 

pow flwete treo- t>at here on )«' fe Bwete Nayles aleo, 

pe Bwete bur)>ene- of Qodus gone' fwit on jie was i-do, 

Sane nou al )>1b cumpanye* )>at i-gederet her is, 
480 And here to-day to-gedere 1-brouht' in [im heryinge i~ 

% pis Boi^ Boong ])e Emperonr* t«t wel is vnderatonde, 

For jit me hit singe)) in bolicbircbe' whom me bere)> ]^t itiaxinning 

croifi an honde ; chtirchp 

Al ]«* folk honwrede ek- ]tat Crois' bo feire bo hco 
mihten do, 
484 Wiji ofFtinges' and wijf song* and wi)> ofrttre melodyes 

^ pis was ))e holi Bode day- |)at in Septembre is Tuawuifaa 

perfore me honoureji in holichirche- t^nlke day jit i-wia : hoij bmh, 

September. 
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[fiiLn.] QEjh qoiiuc )>at bucop wasf prechede godei lave 

> him !!>)« of luliftn J>e lujw emperonrf brojte hiw* of lif dawe* 488 

> fa7hL Vor |>e eaete rode )>at he fond f and aor* men )>at* ))«rto 

drouj 
To bileoe men* on ihrna crist f uor be it bald al woi^ 
Stmt quirioc was )k> biuore ]« emp«rotir ibnqt 
'6s» He bet bun bilene on hor manmef * ! and bo' be nolde 492 

IStunutj, ' 

oojt 

• igtBBjM. Hia ri;t bond be smot' of Terat f icA do h« sede Jiis 

• For)*!. Vor* haat ofte iwrite ]>or-wi)>.' cqen our lawe iwis 

• Worn. P"^ S**^' '•oi'iid I***)" S««^ quiriac ' wel baatou do bi me" 

• ue ggd« Of a good ^t* {Km wert wel TnderBtonde ! wel aiijte ic& 496 

blesae |>e 
vbj'njnie Vor bTnoine b me" ))ulke lytne ! )iat me ba}> ofte to 

Bunne idrawe 
u icil hue. Vor ichabbe^* ofte iwrite' fer-vi]^ i ajen ib«ra cristes lawe 
« whfia. pe wnle" ioA was a lu|wr" pw J and on bim ne blleuede 

nojt 
"Jv po j^is emperour ia^"! )wt be nolde" tume is ))o;t 500 

ui^B noM. ^* niade bin* drynke led iweld '. and In is moa)> halde'* 

WhnW,. Jj j^,g 

Euer sat [)is gode mon f an bim iio)ii?ig nere 
^greiiijie. Vp a gredin bi^^ leide bim BeJ>lw ! ouer" a gret fiir and 

strong 
KhrKta. To rosti as me de)> verst^ flesc! grece was {■»■ among 504 
J2™>>- Vor" )>at far was al of grece" t cmd col" and salt was 
■«•*"■ ek (wrto 

JforbTHii And of is flesc [wt was Torbamd" f (« wonmden bi selte** 

^omitMd. po* be" ne mijte J>er-wiJ> tttme is (icgt '. ne to de)>e bim 

bringe 
" BhL He** Iwjte jif be" mijte bim twnie '. wif eny o|w gynne" 508 

Iiinge 
Qairiac be sede bi))encb }e bet '. and do after my lore 
hoDun. And yS )wu nelt bon«re onr godee" '. bote ^oa wolle do 
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Qeint QnirUc |>e Bisschop' precbede Oodus lawe: "^^id" 

488 ^ lulian J>e Injww Emperonr broiibt him Be^^ of dawe, ood'iUw. 

For jM holi Boode* )>at he tcad; and for he men {wr-to 
dronh 

To bi-leeae on Ibem cnef for al he heold hit vouh ; 

po ))e Emperour bedde »emt Quiriac bi-fore him i-brouht ^jJUJ,"!^' 
492 He bad him leeaen in heor Maumetee', and )m> he nolde ^^^*™ 

HiB riht bond he let furst of amyte- And al i-do he S^rilSil*^' 
seide |ns : — ant'l^iHui 

" For fou hast wd oRe- )>er-wiji i-write- t^ein tt lawe 

V "poa gidi hound*" aeide )iis gode Uon*, "wel hasten 

i-do hy me, 
496 Of my good {lou weore wel TnderBtonde* wel oi^ i 
bleese }ie, 
For ])ou hast bi-uome me )iulke lime' )>at haf> me ofte h*i«]chi»i1 
to sunne i-drawe, b«.iiwwfth 

^ UiBt hud b* 

For ich habbe Jwr-wi}' ofte i-write- a-jeyn Them cristes lawe, !j^|j^5™ 
pe while }«rt ich was Gyew and on him bi-leeuede nonht :" '^'''^■ 
500 po Jib Emperour b^ Jiat he nolde' nout tomen his jioubt htouS?!^ 
He jaf Urn drinken weUed led* and in bis mon). helde S*ii^ 

Jjerc, '''" "'*' 

Euere sat ]>iB gode men- as |)eib him no))ing nere; 
Vp A Qledeire he leide him se)))«' oner a gret fair and J^^'^ 
atrong, .gndi™. 

504 To KoBten as me def" Terach fleech" grees was ["er Among, jn"! ™«i«i 
For |»t fiiir was- al of Col' and greoe" and ]>ftt salt was ^'^ 

eke Jiw-to, 
And of fleech Ixtt was eke for brend' )>e woundea he 

salte also, 
po heo ne mibte tome J>er-wi)> his Jmnbt' ne to dej) him 
bringe, 
608 Heo bi-Jnjnhteu hem- jif beo mihte* wi)> eny o)>er t>ii>S^) wuid^ 

V " Qniriac" he aeide- "f«nk on >i-Belf- and do aftur my lore, 
Jif t>on nult not' yt godes hononre' bote t«w woUe more, 
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jB«L pei' |>at )«ra nart criatene nojt*; and iohalle* de-bonw 

«]Mauiriaut Attd Mnrilif* )ioa Hchalt ledef and jut )wu Bchalt ise 612 
■ noMeiAa pe gode tDon tioldo do after him )>o' ! a caudron he let 
'*"*^ fuUe 

' Imrw pnita. ^f) Be)>ing oile vol Inon; f an<2 let bim ^er-lano ptdle* 
' Im. p«r-Iime he sejj f«»^ godemon f vorte he weri wan 

b^t^ V° godemoR herede our lord mBt'i and no^* worse 516 

'^'°' So )Kit )ie enqwronr iaeif ^ai he ne mqte him outfr- 

come 
^>^t" Wiji a Bwerd He emot him jwm fe herte" £ fo" he was 
"BdK out Inome 

IMn>-] '^fx^ u Boule to henene wendef after )iia tormentynge 

Qod uor ]>e lone of Seint quiriao i to |>ulke Joie oua 520 
bringe. 
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Sey yat ]>oii nart' cmtene nout* and icb voile de-boner beo, 
512 And murie Ijf ))0U achalt lede tw-afterward', and ^ 
)Mra schalt i-seo": 
Do be gode mon nolde don after him*, a Candmn be Hwuub 

lette fulle ouildraD ol 

Wi)> OjW and let hit se]ien faste* and let him Jter-Inne 
pulle ; 

per-Inue he 8e)> )« gode Mon* forte >at he veri vas: 
516 pe gode Uon heriede rr lord euere and nener ]>e worse bstb*wM 
him nae ; 1^"" 

po ^ Emp«rour i-san;' jiat he ne mihte him so oner- 
come, 

W»tA a Bwerd he smot him [lorwh )« harte" Jio he was TfaMthar 
of ]>e Ba|>e inome ; ttmugb tha 

ffis Boule wente to be love of heuene' aftor his tor- uui w8i.i m 

' ■' iMTOl. 

mentynge, 
520 Crist for )« lone of Seint Quiriao* to |)ulke loye n 
bringe A. U. E. N. ! 
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I STOKY OP THE HOLY ROOD. 



Ill 



THE STOET OF THE HOLY EOOD*. 



eflicsd, 

hsIadEii 



YY *no*^ primi putmtia Ade 

et de incepcione emcU CliriBtt. 
When adam oure fomt Eader dere 
■Was of elde nyghen hundretb ^ere. 
And y&Tto [thrittjf *, ^an he kend 
pat his life drogh nere )>e end ; 
pan said he vntiU ene, "^n sail 
All my Buns hifor me call, 
pat I may bliB )>am or I dy." 
- And als he bad echo did in hy; 
8cho cald [)>am] Tnto him ]iat tide, 
pu come and etode all Tiim biaide, 
Ala he in hia aekeoea lay, 
And Tnto him ^ns gan ))ai say: — 
" Fader, what harm ea )« on hand, 
pat )>oii es in {li bed ligand. 
And wharto haaton cald th hederl" 
pan said he to }>am al to-geder: — 
"SnnB," be said, "I far fill ill, 
Of pine and sorow I find my fill." 
And }>ai anawerd and said ogaine : — 
"Fader tell tb what es payne. 
And how it es sorow to hane. 
Bay TB |>e auth, so god )ie aane; 
For wbila we in (lia werld haue bene, 
Of eekenea haue we aeldom sene." 
pan stud aeth, "for auth I trow, 
Fader, jiat fou jemes now 
Of ponulia fruit forto ett mare, 
Of jw whilk )K>a has etin are ; 
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And {larfor ligges ]ioii sorowand awa, 

Bot aaj to me and I Ball ga udd«iuH 

8one Tuto paradis jate, u h«"'"ffl 

32 And I sail grete Jiare in Jw gate ; ow my, «.« 

I Boll mak Bit« and Borawfl Here, l^^^!^' 

A»d 80 I hope god Ball me here, I^'StuS' 

And Bend Bum angell me to gete '""*' 

36 Sum of )iat irait |>at |<ou wald ett." 

Adam Tnto Beth )ian tellea : — iS2" 

"I jeme no (rait, ne no thing els, *™*- 

Bot I haae dole with-ovten dont, 
40 And enil in al my lime obout." 

pan eaid aeth and yai all bidene, 

"We wate neuer what enil es to mene; 

Tell TS what thing ))e grene fmB, BethdwtMi 

44 Wharto Buld }ou haae fra yb 1 " *• a^ 

Ala he lay )iau ^os Bald he: — 

"Al my anna herkina to me I iS^fSSS 

When god had made me with his will SE^dieiia 

48 $avm moder {lan be made me till; 

In paradiB Bone he tb sett. 

And gai ts lene al fruit to ett: oniu 

.„ , 1 ■ , (OrbWiien In 

He outtoke no thing hot a tre intbgmidAi 

52 pat- he forhed bath hir and me; 

In middes of poradia it atode, 

And was knawing of ill and gude; 

pe est he put in my powstfi SS^** " 

66 And ^e north at my will to be, HJSwa^" 

And till jowre moder he toke )>at iid« ^^- '^J 

Bath ye west and |>e Bowth syde; 7^^t 

And twa angels he toke tb fill, Bouui"dai 

60 Ts forto were fra aUdns ill; tbegudep. 

Till on a tyme, sons, snth to say, 

Oure angels went fra tb oway, 

Bifor god {laire wirschip to ma; 
64 pan [com] )>e fende {>at es oure fa, 
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And in ;owre moder fand he eted^ 
And did liir do efter his rede ; 
Sone Bcbo ette, alB he bir red. 
Of )>e frait god ts bath for-bed ; 
Scbo bed it me and I ette Bam, 
And yua bigan onre core to cum; 
pe gerrard jms gan bir b^e, 
And me also, alios |iat while 1 
pan of oure werk waa god il paid, 
And als sone vnto me he said : — 
'Adam, for |>ou baa left my tare 
And broken ]>e bode ^at I bad are, 
And mare wroght eftec J>i wife, 
pan efter me ^t lent ]ie life, 
Ynto t>i bodi eal I eend 
Sesty wowndes and ten to lend, 
Kigbt fra Jii beuid ynto )>i hele, 
Egben and eres and Ilka dele ; 
And all {>i lims on ilka aide 
Witbt sorows Ball be ocupide.'" 
He Bftid, "anns, god baa sent )>is thing 
Yntill TS and aU oure of-^pring; 
Bot onre lord god almighty 
Said we fluid liaue oile of mercy, 
In [« werldes end, if we mid cran^ 
Of all )>ia site va forto sauej" 
All on ^is wise when he had talde, 
He feled sorows ful many-falde; 
He cried and said him self rnto, 
" Alias ! caytif what soil I do ; 
pat slike sorows er to me send. 
And has no medsin me to mend]" 
When ene herd ]<B,t he said swo, 
Scho wepid and had ful mekell wa, 
And vnto god fast gan scho call, 
" Lord forgif me )iir angers all ! 
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I wroglit !« werk, |iat wate I wele, 
'Wharfore we hane Jiis dole ilkdele." 
Scho pnued adam on ^is manere, 
"Lord lat me haue f>i aorow sere, 
For sertes I did all ]« syu 
Wliarforo ]>ou es )>ir augers in." 
pan adam anawerd liir vntUl, 
" It may noght be wroght at onre will, 
Oure lord of heuyn fiat has it Bend 
Thui^h his might he ma; it mend." 

Adam )>flii vnto aeth gan a&j: 
"Sun of a thing I eal |>e pray, 
Forto wend ab I aall )w wja 
Tnto )>e jates of paradis. 
And at ^ jates, when }>on cumee right, 
poa sal mak sorow in goddee eight; 
Fall to erth and powder )«, 
And pray god haue mercy on me, 
For |)an par auenture send sail he 
Sum of hia angels to )>at tre, 
Of whipjk springes. |>e oilo of life, 
pat medcyn ee to man and wif^ 
par forto send me sum dele, 
pan hope I y&t my care sal kele." 
pan anawerd seth and eeid in hy, 
"To do )>) will I am redy, 
Bot (le bus teche to me (« way. 
And what I sail to ^ angell say." 
Adam sud, "sun tell him till 
How ]>at I haue angera ill, 
And tell him also of }>is thing 
How ^t my life es nere ending; 
And pray him me to certily 
Of )>e oile of mercy weterly, 
pe whilk god hight me of his grace, 
When he me put out of f*t place; 
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If he now yat Baud to me will send, 
Of all my sorow it sail me mend : " 
"And sun," he said, "I sail ^ aay 
Wharby ]h)u sail ken {« way: 
pou Ball Bone find a grene gate 
Ewyn vnto paradia jate; 
Wend eatward and for no thing let, 
Vntill )>ou in ]>e,t way be set; 
pan many fotesteps salton Be, 
Bath of )>i moder and of me ; 
For by |)at ilk way went we twa, 
pi moder and I with-outen ma. 
When we war put ont of )tat blU 
To von in midelertfa for oure mis; 
And ]>e ein of ts twa allane. 
Was 8o grete and god witb-gane, 
pat in what stedea oore fete gan fiJl, 
pare groned neuer gres, ne nener aall, 
Bot euermore be ded and dri, 
And faiow, and fade, for oure foly ; 
puB Baltou find, with-oaten mis, 
Right to )« jates of paradia." 
Seth es went, with aorowB sad, 
Furth right, als his fader bad. 
And hastily he fand (le way, 
Als adam vntill bim gan say. 
With welkit steppes, many ane, 
Als his fader bifore had gaoe; 
And eaen he held y&t ilk gate 
YntiU be come to paradis jate: 
On his face ^n fell he downe 
And kegt ponder opon his croune 
Ful mekill mumi[n]g gan he make^ 
And sorowed for hie fader sake; 
And vnto god fast gan he cri 
Of adam forto haue men;^. 
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And oUe of mercj him to send, ttwitbouM 

So {lat lie might in liking lend: father to 

So als he luade his pmera fast, JS"*^" 

176 God seut saint michael at )« last; «'' *"°'w" 

He bad J«t aeth he euld vp riae w^himw 

And said vnto him on )>iB wise : — 

"Seth," he eeid, "what aekes (>oa here! "^"^nSd-. 

180 I am michaell goddes measangere, l^nT*"'- 

My lord of heuyn has ordaad me me^*^ 

Ouer all hia men keper to be; 
And aertauly to )>e I Bay, 
184 pat )« thar now)>er grete ne pray 
Efter )« oile of mercy here, 

For {kiu gettes it on no manere, iiiiii»ie«i. 

Vntill a tyme if I>ou tak tent hmtci^iu 

188 When fine thousand jere er went, Sf^ST" 

Twa hundret and twenty )>ar-till, ^JiSSed. 

And alao aght als ea goddes will; 

pan aal god aend doun his aim gmi°»^ 

192 Criat in-to >e werld at won; S£B'.'2L 

For mannes ains ^an sal he dy. 
And so fra bale he sail ^&m by; 
Orauen he sail be in a atede 
196 And rise )>e thrid day right fra |>e ded, S*^**'^ 

And lif ogayne, in lim and lith; rt»fr(mUi» 

And adam (>an sail riae him with; SaJililBiitii 

Adam and all hia of-apring, '''^ 

200 pat god TDtill his blis will bring; 

With criat )>an sail ^ right vp ryght [foi.Tra.ui. 

And wende to won in lastand light; mDauouidM 

pan sal )ii fader ri^t vp rise 
204 And wend to welth in paradis; 

And bat same crist ala I tell be ciiriM>h>ii 

^ ' bcbBplliadtn 

In )>e flum sal baptist be; tbajoidu. 

To sane man eaulea he sail be send 
208 And all fala trowth he aall defende ; 
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pe oyle of mercy bsI he gif 
TUl all |>at in his law will lif; 
And till all )ttt will Bcee of sin 
8al be gif blis ]iat nener sal blin; 
pan Ball Jii fader cum fra poine 
And dwell in paradis c^yne; 
parfore if |>ou J)i fader se 
Bay him bIb I baue sud to )>e, 
' His dues er dreuen vnto |>e end, 
Lauger in )>iB life may he nogbt lend.' 
Bot first now, or |>ou wend oway. 
Sail ))0U do als I )>e say; 
Weude vnto paradis jate 
And put In bot )ii heuid {larate. 
And lat ])i body stand fiarouto, 
And luke what )>ou eese )« obout; 
And if )>ou any BelkutL se 
Cum ogayue and tell to me." 
Beth went and did on )>iB mauere. 
And saw fnl many aelkutheB sere; 
He herd Jiare noyse and nobill smell, 
Swetter ))an any tong might tell; 
Gay herbea aud treae |)are gas he se. 
And fowles Bang fill grete plants ; 
In middes of paradis saw he right 
A well )>at was achinand fal bright. 
Of |)e whilk foure flodea ran ont, 
And went ouer al )« werld obout; 
He saw of |>a foure flodes clere 
Come al )>e water in ]>iB werld here; 
Obouen |>e well persayued he 
Whare jiare stode a ful Sure tre, 
With brancheE ])aron maniane, 
Bot bark ne Icfe ne had it nane ; 
pKU had seth meruail in hia mode 
Whi ^t tre BO naked stode , - 
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And wele te hopid, his hert with-in, Sllt*??^ 

pat it waa for bU fader ain, E^m" 

Ala ^ steppes war }iat lie had sene; iS^S'^u'' 

248 pat neuer bare none herbes grene, 

And all for )« sin of {«m twa, ^''^- ^^^ 
parfor he trowed {« tre was swa; 
AI ^is thoght when lie had left, 

262 In ngaJTifl Jan Inked he eft, L«^iig»i>>irt 
And baatil}' )>aa gan be se 
A meruaile of )>e mekUl tre ; 

Him thogbt jiat it atode vp fiU euyn Simiiw 

256 And rechid on b^bt right to )« beuyn, ESiJ^ 

And bark inogb ^lar-on was sene mma-wUk 

With lenes |)at was gay and grene; i™™!" 

And in )>e crop of ]«it tre on bight tos'owfs" 

260 A litiU ohilde he saw full right, sL'i^p-i 

Lapped all in clathea clene, SXl!'*^ 
Als it right )ian bom had bene, 
So till his sight it semed jing, 

264 He bad grete meruaile of ^ie thing ; 

Vnto )« erth )«n luked he SjJS'S^ 

And saw J>e rotes of t>at same tre, Se"™!*^ 

Weterly him thoght >m fell SSiS'to 

268 In-to J>e Ttterest end of hell, St^^' 

And |iare him thogbt he bad a mght udb^Heod 

Of hie bro)>er eanl fiil right,' niifoihta 
Ahell ]>at was sakles eltune. 

272 pan to Jw angell be went ogayne t?S«"rJrt* 

And tald vnto him albidene, S^h'i^ii 

Als he ]>are had herd and sene j m, mS** 

He pried ^ angell tell him mare mcaniDgof 

276 Of |»e childe ]>&t he saw [-are; ""^ 

pe angell anawerd him in hy, SStXthat 

And Btud what it suld signify; thlsanoi 
"pe childe t«t ^u saw in ]« tre, 

280 Pe son of god for satb es be. 



iiizedbv Google 



70 THE STOttT OP THE HOLT ROOD. 

^ His BchewSng here n<^bt els it meut 

jrtj^oAiUb. Bot \At he Ball tUl ]« erth be Bent; 

^^""0 He Ball fordo |)i fader syn, 

J^^^^jJ^^ And vnto welth ogajne bim win j 

Tt»rho'itSi ^^ *^ J*^ °^^ "f mercy rigbt, 

^i.^^Z Pe wliilk was to |.i fader bight. 
When he fra paradia gan wende, 
Thui;(^t formast fanding of )« fende; 

'fmr^ P' fader and all his of-apring', 

■"^ *■■'>[• pat ordaind er in be werldee ende, 

olftprirg from ' r -> 

toLetaendiw Yn wa till endlcB welth to weade," 

SSi'Skw P* angell jian toke kimels thre 

oSfce'iws*'' P** ^'"' **"* •*' t*** same tre, 

SS*iSn^ Of (« whilk onre bale bigan, 

leAiDd And vnto seth ^e said be )ian: — 

[foi. 79, eou " Witb-in tbre daies when )iou cnmea hame 

fo'iioni gall )ii fader dy Adam, 

Jh™d»3» And in a gratie he sail be graid, 

SlSTjiJ^ And, when be ee in erth bo laid, 

55i^"t. P*"" tirn^la [«t I gif |)e to 

^ihw"" P*" in 1)18 mowth jwu sail |>am do, 

i^whSr"''' 5'or of f>am sail thre wandee spring, 

'ocoftiiem And ilkone sail be of sere thing: 

■wsndf pe first of cyder suthly es, 

ui.^ fliit thai] pe secund sal be of cypres, , 

nmOw And ]>e thrid of pine sal be ; 

gwwd And ]iai bitaken )>e trenitfe, 

^^Jn^^ In Jie cyder jw fader alweldand, 

T^bliV,"" ^^? ™ cypres {le sun we Tnderstaad, 

u^SitUrl' 1° t* pyiie !>* ti*!' gaflt« hi skill." 

uieEkw™d pos tald ^ angell seth vntill, 

HoiyOhoik- And when he was Jnis kyndely kend, 

withuis Hastily hamward gan he wend, 

uidroichH And hame also with him he bad 
pe kimels als fie angell bad. 
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j-us obitu primi parentis ade. 

When seth had wroght all oa yie 
And cumen hame &a paradise, 
Yutill his &der fast gan he fare, 

320 Als he la; in sekeues Bare, 
And tald vuto him atbidene 
How he had done vhare he bad bene, 
And how |>e angell gan him bete 

324 pat he said bane his bale to bete, 
Oile of mercy fra god eeud 
To sane him in ]« werldes end. 
When adam herd him BOgat say, 

328 pa wordes fal gretely gan him pay, 
And in his life ^axi anes he logh, 
For he hopid forto win Ira wogh. 
And forto be saued sertaioely; 

332 parfore to god [las gan be cry, 
" Lord me hat no langer li^ 
Ml gaste in-to )>i bend I gif 
Forto wis it at ]>i will, 

336 In wbilb stede so it sail go till" 
pus he died with-in pe thrid day 
Als ))e angell vnto seth gan say; 
pan had he lifed in yia werid here 

340 Nien hnudreth and threty jere; 

For mans kinde wae [>an so Strang, 
pat ^ moght wele lif so lang. 
When he was ded ])us als I tell, 

344 Both wife and haraiM opon him fell 
And lay open [>e 6oi<t criand, 
Henid to heuid and hand. to hand, 
p(u trowed to turn life him vntjll, 

$48 For |>ai kowth )>an none o|)er skill ; 
And als ])ai mumed with dreri mode, 
Michael! eome and by ]>ain stode, 
And o])er ai^la gudely gnud, 
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And vnto Beth al )iua he eaid: 
" Wepes Damore, bot hese still. 
For ]>UB it es mj lordea vill, 
pat I eal teche here jow vnto 
How je with Jiis core sail do ; 
Takes him vp and wendes with me^ 
For in erth sail he bereed be." 
)>ai toke ))e com vp )>am omang. 
And )« angels bifore gan gang 
Singaud all fill eolempnely, 
And makand uobill melody; 
To ]>e vale of ebron f&i him broght 
And grone him )>are, als )>ain gude thoght. 
pan al his bames awonderd ware 
Of |>e eight \iht {>ai saw |iare ; 
pe angel said \i&a to |«m in by, 
" Of }iis thing haues no ferly, 
For ale we now do bim vnto 
So sal )e with jowre ded men do J 
Gere beri (lam in erth or atane, 
For all Ball di yet life* has tane." 
Beth |>an opon )>a kimels thogh^ 
pat he fra paradis had brogbt ; 
In bis fader mowth he [>am did 
Als )« angell gan him bid; 
Of )ia kimels tburgh goddes grace 
Wex thre wandes in litill space, 
And of J)a wandes grete ferlia fell, 
Als men may here me efter tell; 
Eul mekill aele was to |)am sent, 
Als men may here wha takes entent; 
r\e (nins uir^ in ore ade cwaoendbus 
In adams mouth |>ir wandes stode. 
Till tyme of noie efter ]>e flode, 
pat was to wit wilh-outen were, 
A tbowsand eex^ and twelue jere; 
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And fiirtli }it groued ]>ai in adam Thtriniit 

888 Fra noie till tyme of ftbraham, ^Ito, "'i 

Fra abraham ;it Btode jnti Jieii rumd"n1 

Tntill (« cnmjng of moj^en ; pincg. 

And iiow|>er flitted fer no nere, 
892 And ilkone groued hj ]»m self aere; 

Ane elne of lenkith {la wandea ware 

And all ])is time wex )iai nomare, 

Bot in astate ay war t>ai aene, 
396 And ener gronand in like grene ; 

Lang efter |>at tyme )>ns bifell 

pat ye cbilder of iarael 

Went with mojrses thurght j« ae, 
400 Fra phorao and hia rnenj^ 

pat mekill wa bad to yam wroght, 

And in grete bondage had )>am broght; 

pai past ye Be batb bale and eoand, 
404 And pharao and bis men war dround ; 

And when )iaire fase war {nis for-done 

To J>e vale of ebron come Jiai aone, 

And ab f«i in )>at dale gan dwell 
408 Forther-mar )ian jnifi bifell ; 

Opon ane eayn als moysea jode 

He saw whare )>ir thre wandes etode, 

pat are in adama mowth was sett, 
412 And with grete honore he |iam grett; 

"For suth," be sud, "yii wandes mene 

pe trinity yem thre bitwene, 

pat on yia wise er samin sett, 
416 For in ye rote all, war |>ai mett" 

pa wandes yon thoght he forto take 

Wiracbip to yam forto make ; 

And fra ye erth when he drogh fiam out 
420 So nobil smell was yam obout, 

And so gude sauore gan Jiai fele, 

pat his men wend wonder wele 
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Uiayiwdu pat bai had bene cumen iiKht, 

p^^^f' To (»e land of heat |)at |)am waa hight; 

ttl^ikrfGo* ■^ ^^ ^'''^ t*"' ^^ '"' fayne 

UUJj^^' And loued god with might and mayne : 

MrMHtook Moysea toke )>a wandes scheoe; 

w»iid.»Bd And lapped >ain in clathes clene, 

wrapped man rr j 

^^^^° And ale a relik oboat )>am bare, 

'With wirachip, als )>ai vorthj ware : 
ihli'/kmi' ■^y whils I'd dwelled bo in fere, 

^n''^m' And |)at was fours and fourty jere, 

th^Hfl *" ^^ *'' t"** *'*' *'''' wormes smeten, 

JJu^'b^lr^ Or ela with wilde beetes beten, 

cured b; And ))ai might neght jia wandea nere 

wuAl pai auld ala faat be hale and fere, 

So Jxit defaut suld ^i find nane, 
Thuigh towcheing of fe wandea allane: 
[M.TB.] So it bifell )>e folk had care 

puxhctiha For bat >am wanted water bare, 

tnalllH . , . . , . 

hcindinur, And m baire hertes bai biffan 

■nd dlip^ed ' r o 

kwmntof To be mia-trowend ilka man. 

To god )>ai groched al bideoe ; 
ih™w'tav8 ^^ moyaes said to ))am in tene, 

■Bttf^ "Miatrowand men herkina to me, 

begiv,uih«B. jf jg jjj jj.^,^^ ^^ atedefest be, 

We sail gett water grete wane 
Here out of )>ia hard atane." 
wmmnded ^"^^ K"*^ ^^ bidden him on ^is wiae 

SfC""" pa* lie suld strike on |>e flint twiae, 

*"*"' And largely l«n suld it gif 

Water {>at ]iu with might hf; 
he"^*™, P*"" ^^ ^'* wand (« Btane strake he 

wttorc™"' -^^ water went out grete plenty, 

pat men and beates had {laire fill 
Of water at f«ire awin will ; 
mS2i*. And for moyaea toke all |)e mede 

^^^"^ And loued noght god for his gude dede, 
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Ke gert ])e folk na louing make 
460 To him )iat sent it for Jiaire soke, 

parfore oure lord god all-migbty, 

Said TDto moysea opinly, 

pat he Buld noght )>a childer bring 
464 Ynto )>e land of hie heteing, 

pat was )>e land of promisiowne, 

pat he had made vnto |>am bonne. 

pan moyaea wist and wele he kead 
468 pat his life drogh nere )« ende ; 

To J>e hill of thabor jan went he 

And )>are he sett )>ir wandes thr^ 

By-ude a water vnder )>at hill, 
472 For he bopid it was goddra will 

pat gnde werk suld with fiam be done; 

pan efter )iis he died stine. 

Quomodo daxud liUit uirgas in i&maalem. 

Still l^n Btode |ia wandea )iare 
. , „ A thowaaud jere and wez nomare, 

Bot in astate ay gan [lai stand 

Till doutd was king of lews land ; 

And )>at was a lang tjme bitweue^ 
480 And ener )iai groned ilyke grene ; 

pan danid was tbui^h )>e haly gaste 

Warned )iat he sold wende in haete, 

In-to [« land of araby 
484 Tin \>e hill of thabor hastily, 

pe thre wandes ^are forto fett, 

pat moyses )>e profett had sett; 

To iemsalem )>at )>tu war broght 
488 For thurgh |)am suld be wondera wrogbt, 

And diners dedie done bidene, 

And efterward so was it sene; 

pus when dauid warned was 
492 Tilt araby sone gan he paa. 

To {te hill of tbabor fast he ^ode, 
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Wlure ^ir ilk thre waiidea stode; 

Vnto |>e stede he went full eayn, 

AIb lie waa warned with god of heayn ; 

Aad when he of ]>e wandee had sight 

He honord ^m with all his might, 

And toke ]>am vp out of grounde; 

Aad 8wUk a smell |)are was )iat stoonde, 

And noise and nobUl melodi 

Of diuers maners of minstralsy, 

pat dauid and his menj^ wend 

pe haly gaste had )>are dracend. 

So mekill mirth gan with ]iam mete 

Of nobill noyse and eauore swete; 

pan dauid laid ]m wandes in fere 

In a kase al of siluer clere ; 

He sang ful &8t so was he faine 

And on )>is wise he went ogayne ; 

And als fai went so by ye atrete, 

Seke men many gan ^ mete. 

All war )itu helid in gude degr^ 

Thurgh vertu of ^ wandee thre. 

Dauid was ful glad and blith, 

Vnto his cuntr^ come he swith; 

pe nyend day efter bame come he 

To ierusalem )ie riche cet€, 

Bot night it was thurgh goddes will 

When )>ai come Jjc cet6 vntill, 

On )ie wandee had dauid thc^ht 

With wirschip whare he sett yarn 

And in a dike he did )>am ngbt 

Biside his castell all |>at night. 

And seker men he sett to wake, 

So )iat )>ai suld no harmes take; 

On [« mora he thoght to seke s 

To plant ya wandes in honest place, 

Forto be keped honestly. 



1 moght, 
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And wirschipd ala }ax war worthy. 
To rest be went es noght at laine, 

532 And aoue at mom he come t^iaine; 
He &iid his wandes bale and Bownda 
Ful fast gronsnd on \^ grounde, 
And ^-of grete wonder him thogbt, 

636 Bot remu fuun ytux wald he doght, 
For in his hert be trowed right 
pat )>ai war sett thurgh godia might; 
par-fore be lete ^am stand ]iare still, 

610 And bad )>at none suld n^h |iam till; 
And forto dwell with-outeu dout 
He made a stif wall ^am obout, 
Stalwurthl; of lime and staue^ 

Bii So |>at negh to )>am suld nane. 
pe same tenkith jit war ))ai {lare, 
AIs moysea in desert yam bare ; 
Bot )>U8 wben dauid sett )iam has, 

648 pan wex |iai so {>at wonder was, 
pe body wex in a hale tre 
And ^ crop was branches thre; 
And for it wex so dauid made 

662 A Seidell al of eUaer brade, 

And bad ^t it euld sawded be 

All obont ])e haly tbre, 

pat he might wit, witb-outeu were, 

666 How mekiU it wex ilka jere; 

For it wez grete thurgh goddes graot 
And also lang in litill space; 
In ]iat stede {lan stode it {nra 

660 Threty jere and somdele mare, 
And wex fol fiiat, I vnder-stand, ' 
For ^ tyme was nere cnmand ; 
pan dauid wex dreri in mode, 

664 For in hia hert he ynderatode 
pat [he] a sinful man had bene 
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THE STOBY O? THE BOLT &O0D. 

And Tnt(o] god he gnu him mene; 

Sitand vnder [>at haly tre, 

Grete sorow id his hert had be, 

And in hia Borowing Baid he |>iu, 

Miserere mei deus et e'. 

And BO he made his mis to mende 

pe aawter buke nght to )« ende ; 

And in remisaloii of hia aja 

To mak a kirk he gan bigin, 

And {)are-obout he begged fast, 

Till fonre and thwenty ^eres war past; 

And bisid bim both day and night 

With werkmen yat war wise and wight; 

And for he was a BTnfull man 

Of god )>ua was he warned ]>an : — 

"A hows to me aaltou neuer make, 

And {)at es for ]>i aiimea aake." 

Daoid anawerd and aaid in hy, 

"Lord, wha sail make |>i bows bot I, 

Wha Ball vnto yi werk tak tent. 

Sen Tuto me no sele ee sent." 

"Salomon ]» sun," Bfud be, 

"Sail inak a temple vnto me, 

pat ener-mare sal be in minde, 

And in meneing omang man-kinde." 

pan dauid wiat righ[t] wele inogh, 

pat Mb life last till ende drt^h. 

Of )>at cet6 gert he call 

pe eldest men and maisters all; 

And bastil]' \ifa come bim till 

Forto wit what was big will; 

pan Tuto )>am al yuB aaid he, 

" Takes Salomon my ana for me, 

For, BITS, als aune I aal be ded, 

And god has chosen bim in my stede; 

Hia corown so be gaf oway 
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And BO he died jiat ilk day; Sm™ 

pan in a grafe ^ gan him graue, hi^^^ 

Whare kingea auld (taire boriing bane, I^Sidh 

With gang and grete aolempnitfi, 
AIb fell to swilk a lord at be. 
Quomodo Salomon perfeoit teinpiuta. 

Salomon was corond king, ^iJjSed 

And led )>e land at his liking; 
Moate antile werkmen has he soght 
And on )>e temple fast )iu wroght, 

And endid it of masonry two™ 

In Jie space of jeres twa and thretty; t^^. 

Forto tell all his fader tyme 
And efter )>e wirking of him; 

And when it snld till end be brogh[t], ^^* 

pe wrightes Jmt )>e timber wroght ^^i 

A mekill balk )iam bud baue ane, ZmM 

In )>at cuBtr^ ]iai kouth find nane, uThu 

pai soght in toua and in cet^, rart°Hi 

And nowre-whare might Jiai find a tre, 
pat wald acorde vnto fiaire met, 

Bot )>at )>at dauid king had sett; fmmdu 

It forto take fe king cumand B«vw. 

And had it anld no langer stand ; them ih 

pan doun Jiai hewit Jwt haly tre wmmt 

So liat faire werk might endid be; Umji™ 

pai caried it vnto (le kirk tobsTi 

And ordand werkmea it to wirk; wS' 

pe maiatera has ))Mre mesure tane, [toLSi 

pe lenkith threty cnbites and ane ; 
pai polist it and made it plune, ^"« 

■^ poUibln 

Bot all )>UFe wirking was in vayne; SH't" 

When it was made efter jiaire merk, ?"• ™' 

pM wand it vp vnto Jie werk 
And langer )>an ]>ai fand pe tre. 
By a cubet )wii it snld be ; 



iiizedbv Google 



THE STORY OP THE HOLTT ROOD. 

Of [lat fare [>ai war vnfwne, 
And Bune )iai gat it doun ogayne 
Eft ))ai toke )>aire meaurea ))an, 
And knttes it ale vele ak )>ai can; 
"Do wind it Tp" biliue [>fti bid, 
Bot al was in waste f>at )mi did; 
pan was it schorter ^aa |)e assise 
Thrise WTOght )>ai with it on )>is wise; 
Acorde to Jiat werk wald it nc^ht, 
par-of ]faia all grete wonder thoght; 
ptu cald )>e king for he suld se 
How {tfii had wro^t with ])at tre, ^ 
For mekill tene was y&m bitid. 
Sen ^ war al so crafty kid; 
When Salomon saw it was swa, 
lu-to )« temple he gert it ta. 
And bad fai it suld bonowrd he, 
For sum might trowed he in y&t tre; 
Ano|>er balk-|)an bane ))ai sogbt. 
And al )>e werk till end [>ai wK^ht 
pe baly tre, on \<ia manere, 
Lay in Jw temple many a jere, 
Twa pilers of Jie kirk bitwene, 
pe king gert kepe it Jiare ful dene, 
And made [le custom in ))at cuntr^, 
And bad )>at ilka man suld be 
In ))at stede aues in ilka jere. 
And ilkone on ]>aire best manure 
pat haly tre forto honowre 
pat se|iin bare oure sauioure. 
Bo it bifell opon a jere 
Al ]>e cuntr^, fer and nere^ 
Vuto ierusalem |)ai went 
To honore }tat tre with gude entent ; 
A woman was |)are ^m omang 
pat in hir hert ay hopid wrang; 
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Scho soght {leder |>e eight to se 

And trowed no rertu in ye tre ; 

Eir thoght it yna Bcome in hir wit 

pat ojjer men bo honord it; 

Maximilla was hir name, 

Scho sat )>aron hir self to scbame, 

And for acho trowed no might )<arin; 

Hir cUthes biliae bigau to brin 

AIb herdes )>at had bene right diy, 

pan cried echo loud, tiint^h prophecy, 

And said, "my lord mighty ihesn 

Haue mercy and on me )»ou «w." 

When ]>e iews herd hir on ihesu call, 

Grete tene in hert Jan had Jiai all; 

pai said "echo sklandera oore goddes euys 

For a new god we here hir neuyn " ; 

ptu bad )iat bald men suld he boune 

To haue hir tite oot of )>e toune, 

And sune, with-outen o)>er rede, 

pai etaned hir Tnto ye ded ; 

Scho was {)e first [lat snferd Bchame 

For )« neueni[n]g of ih«u name. 

It was )>aire cnstum, ala men knew, 

pat who Bo ncnind )>at name ihera. 

He Buld he staned to ded aia Bone 

And so was with Jiat woman done, 

De ptobatica piscina. 

TTml many when |iai saw l>i8 eight 

-^ Honord )ie tre with all )>aire nuf^t. 

And ))arto made {lai more loneing 

pan vntill any o[>er thing; 

parfore (« iews thoght grete despite. 

And to )>at tre ))ai went ful tyte; 

Out of |>e tonn ))ai did it draw, 

For men [>ar-in no might suld kuaw, 

For {lai saw grete worde of it went, 
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THE STORY OP THE HOLY HOOD. 

And men {>arto toke mekill entent 

And many men honord it mare, 

pan goddes (lat in {« iewri ware; 

pttrfore )>ai ordand yam omang 

pat na more worde of it suld gang, 

Bot for vertu fat was t«r-in 

pai dunrt it now)>er breke ne brin; 

In to a dike )>u gan it kaat, 

So to be wasted at ))e last, 

parfore in jiat dike ^ it did; 

Bot god wald noght |>e might war hid, 

Sen ))Bt so grete word of it went, 

parfore his saude \iarto he Bent; 

Euer-ilka day a aertaine tyme, 

Bitwis ye Tnderon and [>e prim^ 

Hia angelB to )>at half tre 

Pul oft-si))es men might Jiam se, 

pai moued )>e water in ))at tide 

And wesche {« tre on ilka side; 

And all men )iat war seke and sare 

If |iai in )>at tjme might be t>^e. 

When )« water was moued swa; 

Wha BO might first in-to it ga. 

If he had neuer bo mekiU balc^ 

Hastjlj he suld be hale 

Thurgh Tertu of (lat haly tre; 

pis was knawin in ilk cuntr^. 

For mani y&t blind and croked ware 

Hastily war ^i helid ^re ; 

So when f« lews persayued right, 

pat thurgh {le tre was schewid alike mi^t, 

pai Bud it suld noght lang be Bwa; 

Out of ye water ^ai gan it ta, 

And ordand it to be a brig, 

Ouer a-Do|>er befe to lig. 

For so )iai trowed |«t mens fet«. 
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744 And beatea I»at went by }>e Btreto, 
Bald cum and ga all ouer fiat tre 
Bo {>at it said wasted be; 
For greto despite in hert [lam thoght 

748 pat vondera tburgb it war wroght 
puB lay fiia tre {>are, ala Z tell, 
Vntill )>e s^e qoeue, dame sibell, 
Come to iemsalem on a jere, 

762 Wisdom of Salomon to here; 

And by )iat dde Mr gate was graid 

Whare ^as Iialy tre was laid. 

And sone when scho |iar-of had ai^ 

7fi6 Scho honord it with all hir might, 
Eneland doaue on ai^ kne, 
Swilk verta trowed acbo in )ie tre; 
Hir clathes gert scho {>ar-oa lig, 

760 And bare fete went echo ouer ))e brig; 
Thui^h prophecy ^an ^s echo said — 
"pia ilk tre )>at here es laid 
A verray sigue wele may it seme 

764 Of a domesman )>at all sal deme, 

Ala lord and maiat«r moste mighty, 
Jhia may )>ia eigne wele signify." 
Scho tended )iare ay whils hir list, 

768 Orete wit of Salomon acho wist ; 
And Be)>in ogayne gan echo ga 
To hir cantr6 )«t scho come in, 
And )wt tre eaer scho gan honowre 

772 pat se^iin bare oure sauiowre; 
pis haly tre lay in ^t stede, 
Vntill \a,t Crist suld suffe[r] ded^ 
When dome waa ^en ordand was he 

776 Forto be hanged opon a tre, 

pat als a croa {>an suld be wroght; 
On Bwilk a tre {lan had )>ai thoght, 
Sone a iew stode vp in hy, 
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And ]>as he said thurgh prophecy :— 

"pe kingcB tre, I rede, je take, 

pe whilk je hiid oaer ]ie lake 

To make a croa both large and lang 

pe kyng of iews far-on to hang." 

To Jiis )iai all assented fian, 

And rathlj out of ]>e toune tiai ran ; 

pei toke fe tre lian Jiare it lay, 

pe thrid part )iai hewed oway, 

And of ]>e rembnand haue ))ai made 

A large cros, bath lang and brade; 

Tiij cubiteB |iai made it lang 

With-outen y&t in l>e erth suld gang, 

And ^yer side of cubites thre 

pat abouen )>e heaid snld be; 

When it [was] made )>us at )iaire will, 

pe cet^ Bone )>ai broght it till. 

To pilate went y^ ful gnde sped^ 

He held him wele paid of jMure dede. 

De fabriee clattomm. 

E croB es made, als it Ball be, 

Bot ])an ]<ain nedes najles thre; 

pe iewB war ful redy boune 

And ran for na(i.]le8 in-to ^ toune ; 

Ynto a smith jiai come ful sone 

And bad, "belamy, biliue haue done, 

Haike tfare nayles Btjf and gude 

At naile |)e prophet on )ie rode"; 

When \» smith herd )>ure entente 

How |>at ihem suld be scbent. 

In hert he had ful mekyll wa 

Obont |)e nayles forto ga, 

For of ihfisu he Tnder-stocle 

pat [he] was prophet trew and gude; 

parfore wele in bis hert he thoght 

pat for him Buld no nayleB be wroght; 
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He anBwerd )>am with wordes tre 

816 And Bud "je gett none nailes for m^ 
' Qod has sent on me his merke 
Bo )i&t I may virk no werk ; " 
In hta bosum he hid hie hand 

820 And said he hurt it on a brand, 

"par-on," he said, "I haue slike pine 
pat I hope my hand to tyne." 
pan asBwerd )>e iews kene 

824 And said vnto him all in t«ne : 
"All for nc^ht |>on feynes )>e, 
All ))i sare-neB will we se. 
And hot we find )>i tales trew 

828 Fal Bare it sail )il seloen rev." 
pas thai thret him in ^re saw. 
And gert faim ^are his hand out draw, 
pan was jiare schewed in p&t place 

832 Qrete gndenes, thurgh goddes grace ; 
TTiiji hand semed als it war sare 
And hortii^ had it netier )>e mare; 
pe iews saw }>at it was so, 

886 And namore said ^tX him vnto; 
Fnrth come |ian ))e smithes whife, 
A fell woman and fall of strife. 
By )>e iemi Jure ^ stode, 

840 8cho spac hir husband litill gude; 
"Sir," Bcho said, and loud gan cry, 
"Sen when bad ^u slike malady; 
^isterenen, when ]>e day was gan€^ 

844 Euill on f>i handes bad >ou nane, 
And sen sekenes es Bent to |>e 
Pir men sail noght Tnaerued be, 
pu sail bane nayles or ])ai ga, 

848 Als sone my self Ball )>am ma." 
Scho blew [« belise ferly fast, 
And made ^ yren hate at )« last. 
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THE STOKY OP THK HOLT KOOD. 

pe lews helppid hir forto smite 
80 |>at tlira nayles war made fol tite ; 
Hir linsband saw and stode ful still. 
He durst nc^ht bsj yat scho did ill; 
pai war full grete and mdel; vroght, 
Bot ])arfore yM fonoke )>ain noght, 
Bot sone, when )iai ])ir nules had, 
Furth yai went with hert fiil glad. 
And hastily yax toke )re gate 
tmo^t Vntill |iai oomo to sir pilate. 
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FINDING OF THE CROSS. ^^ 

Inueneione aancU erucia. i*c^coi. s.] 

En aw to honure en^ omang 



pe croa |«t al our hele on hang; SSi^SC^ 

And how J«t hftly tre was fun, L'Si. 

4 Was ^ feste ordand and bigun ; 

)?at tre TS aw forta do honoare 

pat bare cure lord and onre aauionre. 

WHIb ConstaDtyne |« nobU king ^^^'5* 

8 Lifd here in eiih in grete liking d»^*°'' 

Trew lie was, in dede and saw, 

And lely lifed he in his law; 

In Borne he regnid ala Emperonre, iS^JS'L'" 

12 And gouemed it with grate honoure; aaperor. 

So in his tyme, trewly to tell, 

AH on ^ maner it bifell ; — 

pe grekia and [« folk of barbary Sdfoik^ 

16 Qederd fill grete cumpany, 

Forto gif batail ogaynea ronie, 

And so by strenkit it to onercnm; . 

And when king GonBtantiue herd tell 
20 OfiF al yla fere, how it byfell. 

In his hert he had grete dredc^ 

For fill grete power gun ^i lede ; 

He ordand him greto cumpany 
24 Of men of armea and archery 

His land with fighting to defend. 

And to hald it fro hia enmis hend; 

And ala he lay opon a night, 
28 Bifore |)at day ]nt >u suld fight, 

Him tliog^t he lukid to beuyn on high, 
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gj^^*** And in (« aire him thoght he sigh 

^Xi^f PB Btune croa )>Eit crist wm on done, 

tb« tohim And a voice sayd ^qs to him sone : 

^,jj^^gj,_j "Ordayne (line annes on Jjifl kin wise, 

mMin«!*th« P*™ "' f*"" onercum |>ine enmise; 

S^^^"h^ And in ^is figure folly ^on traTst, 

^*^^ pan thar {« no thing he abust; 

pqt fllJly thy ir 1 . ■ - . ■ e 1 - 

tnut, thm Mak )iiB in ^ine armea forjii, 

isveDoaaw pan sail )k>u haue (« rictori." 

tjthtothoB /n hoc vinee. 

Omtiso-i He wakkend fian and was fill glad, 

nHS^n-, For he bo gude herting {lan had; 

jwhli^™' Tp he rase with hert fill light 

■ithi light And te hia moder he went fill right, 

g'*™''o pat was saynt Elyne |w nohlo quene, 

•^d'lrfd'h^' ■^^ tolde vnto hir ilkdele bidene; 

Pi^rii[?^ ^ y^ tithing Hoho was fill fayae 

^J^^' And gert ordan, with al hir majne, 

JIIiS»c™i P** ^^ ^^ ^^'i® awilk armea dight^ 

£<aiiied"° Als he had sens by gastly atght; 

^Bfor. His awin armea aone doun war laid 

And |>e croa in hia scbeld pnrtraid. 

Before him in batayle to bere, 

Babtnnt -And 80 he Went forth to {le were; 

mr, and And thnrgfa be vertu of be crojce, 

Croa Ala he was warned by gaatly Toyce, 

•BHiiH. Al his enmis he oner-come 

And hrt^ht )« victori to Borne. 

Bt.HdNw Stunt Elyne ^aa was wunder fayne 

Jw'"'™^ Pat hir Bun waa cumen safe t^yne, 

•Swith*'* -^^ t*' '^ figore of )« rode 

^J^'"* Honnrde fiai with mayn and mode; 

bMoundtbi ^j ^f j^ j^j^jg jjjj thing |iai knew, 

cnwtbey ^6 110 thing wiat yei of Iheau, 

BR^desd Ne no thing wist ^ what it ment 

pat }>ai honnrd with gade entent. 
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pan king ConBtastine gert coll 

Of lewry ]>e maUters all, 

Forto enqaere by }>aire clergy 
68 What thing )>at aigne said ngnify : _ ^ 

p&i aiud, "flir, lely we jow hete, tEI^i^ 

Bjfor )iifi tyme was a prophete . ttiiHiu 

Hight ihuuc, and [in] )>is same Cet^ prepbM, 

73 Waa he hanged on swilk a tre; JH^^^ 

Ful many men barbi was mend, »ucfc«ir««ta 

And grete Tertn farof waa kend, SSa™" 

Bot Bone efter >e lews it hid, SS^iidrt. 

76 For no might suld of it be kid, CnSS* 

And how it was hid sal je hero. Sd«r* 

Bir, it bifell in )iiB manere — Aomdnotbe 

When ihMUC vnto ded was done, 
80 pe iewa |>an tok )<aire counaail sone, 

Forto hide )iat tike haly tre. 

So {>at it snld noght honnrd be; 

Tnder ^ grete bill of calnary 
84 pore grone )>ai it ful priuely. 

With two crosses ^t theues on hang, 

And also \ie nayles |>at war stnmg; 

Al kest }iai priuely in a pyt, 
88 So |)at no man Buld of |>aiii wit; 

pore hane )mu li^en, on )hb maner, 

8ethin mote )>an two hundreth jere^ 

Sethin l^tos and vaapasian come 
92 And destroyd mony iews of Rome; 

For right als |)ai bogbt ibeni fre 

For thritty penis of Jtaire mon^, 

So war |iai sold to )iaire enmy 
96 Euer thritty iews for a peuy j 

On pia wise war fai al brogbt donn, 

Vnder J>e Emperoure subiecdone, 

So ^t no man wun Jiore said 
100 Of )» £mp«rure bot |hu wald bald. 
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And eethin sla wide als |)d er Haun 

Has no iew bona of hia Stwyn ; 

Birilk maystria war made |m)» omell. 

And efter )>at tyme |inB bifell: — 

In Rome one Emperoare was )>an 

pat named waa sir adrian, 

Crieten law wald he none ken, 

Bot eaer diattyed al criatenmen ; 

pia Empwonre wele Tnderstode 

Whore hia elders had hid ^e rode, 

And herby peraayued he it right, 

For criaten men both day and night 

Come to honure ))at haly atede. 

And bonsomly f«re made Jiaire bed«; 

pu hosvird )>e monnt of caluary, 

In wirschip of ^ croa namely. 

And fuB Emperoare of Bome 

Wist criaten men ao Jwder come, 

pe croa he wold nogbt fiethin t^e, 

£ot Ima he ordand for {taire sake 

Li \6,t same place to edify 

A temple for |nire manmetry, 

For criaten men anld ^an forbere 

In |iat stede to mak prayere; 

pan criaten men f>at place refused, 

None of ]>am efter )>eder vsed, 

And so it wurthed at |>e last 

pe croa al out of minde was past, 

And |)at was for no man herd say 

parof ne in what atede it lay. 

Lang efter )ie temple of maumetry 

Waa all diatroyd fro Caluary, 

pan groued (« atede with thomes <md breris, 

And of \ti croa no thing men heris; 

For two hundreth jerea war omell, 

Bitwiz )>e tymea |>at I of tell. 
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pan Consiantine was Emp«ro)]r« 
And rewlid rome vitli grete hoDOure; 
Ynto him iraa toldo in )>at tyde, 

140 How ))at ]>e iews ^ cros g^un hide. 
Ynto his moder he said in hi, 
"Moder, sen we hane )ie victori 
And myne enmise yaa er slone, 

144 Thni^gh verta of [« oroB allone. 

And clerkis has told to jow and me 
pat criste was ded on swilk a tre, 
Ful feyn I wold Jiat tre war aoght 

148 And Bone mto more honnre brc^ht." 
pan said his moder, saynt Elynei 
"Sun, for sutli I sal uogfat fyne 
pat hal; tre or I hane fan." 

1S2 And Bone hir way acho has bignn, 
Fnrtli acho went with fidre menj^ 
To iemsalem, fiat riche cet^. 
And when {« iewa herd hereof tell 

156 pat |>e qnene come {lam omell, 
Orete wnnder had ^i albidene, 
What thing hir cufwng auld bimene. 
And al ]>e iewa sone did scho call 

160 To cnm into jKtire comun hall, 
pe sertayn suth hir forto lere 
Of thiugea |iat scho wold enqnere ; 
Here-fore )« iewB had mekil dont, 

164 pu gedird tc^^er in grete rout. 
And priuelj )iu ask )>iB thing, 
What was Jie caua of fe quenes cnming. 
And Bum, ala )>ai had herd of hir, 

168 Stud echo come for )>e cros to spir, 
Waron crist vuto dede was broght. 
And ilkone said |iai knew it noght ; 
So was ]>ore ane )<at hijght ludaB, 

172 pat grete mayater omang )>am was; 
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Sunt um^D aun for Buth was he, 
And Simfon was sun of jach^ 
pie Indaa said, " snmdele I mene 
Jj'jJ^ Of thinges fxtt here bifore has bene; 

j£^^^^ Simeon, mjr &der, als je aall here, 

£2^^^ Told ynto me on |hb manere ; — 

„ When be wiat wele sime forto dy 

£>^«^^ 'Sun,' be wud, 'herkin me in hy, 

JJiJJ'^^ A connsail sail I tel to ^ 

^^i, pe whilk I will yon bald prin^ ; 

bS^o^ij " '* ^'^'^ ran, in J.i line 

("•"fij pat any spir, ojiir man or wine, 

Or efter )« cros will |>e ass, 
pat ih«ro criat on hanged was, 
Or )>ai )iarfore do )« to dede, 
Tell |)am vnto ewilk a stede, 
pat now ea waste and al Tnkid, 
For Jjore I wote vele was it hid; 
And if |wa may ))i ded eschen, 
OttMmt pan wald I bat no man it knen.' 

gtgjwM pas tald he to me in what etede 

gp^jjt^ pai gFoue ]« rode bi oomnn rede, 

Bot if we any o}«r wise mai do, 
I rede we tel noman ]>arto." 
pan had ])ai meruail in {>aire mode 
For |)ai herd neuer are of [« rode ; 
Htm^m pan come Jiai flirth, ilkone bidene, 

WD* Mm* In coman hall blfor Jie quene. 

Bone on yia wise scbo said pom to — 
jj^j^^j^ "Dose swith and cbese one of ()ir two, 

^^J" Whethir 30W ea lenir to suffer dede, 

^idTk^ Or ela to tel me in )iia atede 

^'ooMWM Whore cristes cros in erth es hid, 

XDdnw And bot je do, als I jow bid, 

riwiniiD Ilkone je sail be brint )>is day." 

«™^!g« And Bone a fire scho did pnraay. 
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And when fai saw J»e iyr on brede, ndiMcHMni 

In ])aire hertia )>an had )>ai drede : 

Tnto ]>e qaene al gan ]>b1 cry, 
212 "Lady, of ts here bane mercy. 

For we wote no thinz how it waa ; 

If any wote ban wote ludoa, fa™ nottdng 

For he waa ane old prophet aim, 

216 pe Uws wele better tnai he oun; bmuiMoD* 

His eldera war of I>e aide state, «n«i»«itit. 

And of yan werkes aumdel he wata" 

Pan lete acho al bo ober eo, HdnauiiM 

220 And ludaa toke hir vnto ; JSiSV 

And for he wald tell no reaonn, S2*m. 

He waa done in depe dungeonn, Sf^iS! 

Aitd (wre he lay in mirknes grete, 5^^ 

224 Senyn dayes, with-outen drink or mete. nmatHd 

For hunger he cried on fie senynd day, wittiagitoDd. 

"Sane me and I sail yow aay Hrmthdi; 

Whore le aall ^d be rade tre, kii 

' ' ' . ' wUllngneH 

228 Als my fader tolde vnto me; iS^Sfuw 

Vnto me ea )>is mater dym, ore-iiiiu. 

Bot Bum knawing I bane by him." 

Fro priami Jwin was ludas tone, •B^t*'' 

232 And fiirtb went with )iam ilkone 

Tnto J»e mount of Caluary; 

pom folowd fbl grete cumpany. 

And when |)ai come whore ]iw wald b^ 
236 pan ludaa knelid doun on bis kne, 

He bbH, "lord, [<at all has in waldS, 

If tales be trev |iat men baa talde, 

If ^n be he yia werld bigan, 
240 And Terrayli ea both god and man. 

And of a maiden in erth was bom, 

Ala aere propbetia haue sud bifom, 

Send us sum takening of ^i grace, 
244 To find {« rude tre in |iis place. 






iiizedbv Google 



vunasa ov thb cross. 



begau to 
gnat HDOln 



Lwd Christ, 



m Cbriitiui. 
bidchuiged 






Wharon Jn self wald Emffer dede, 

If it be hid here in pis atede." 

Als ludas )>iie gon hia prajera make, 

pe hill obonea bigan to qtiake, 

And >arof raae a ful grete reke, 

Bot )>at vaB fal wele amelland smeke; 

Ful mekil mirth was )>am omell, 

Fo[t] neuer man feld swetter amell ; 

P&a ladas fast bigan to ciy, 

And he said ful etedfaatly, 

In veritate, christe, <m ea redf)mftor rmmdi, 

"In Both&stnea, lord criate, I trow, 

pe BsnioDre of ^ia werld ea |>ow, 

pat bom was of )<e majden chaste, 

And Ball be euer of mightea maste ; 

Tnto fi law I wil me take, 

And )>e leua law eaer I foreake." 

pan cristea man Jhu gan him mak 

And turned his name to Quiriak, 

Sethin waa he Bisachop in hali kirk, 

And hali werkis oft gun he wirk, 

pai biheld whore |ie smel come out, 

And fast grubed )»ai Jiore obout ; 

So depe [lai grubbed and ao fast, 

Thre croaaes faud )iai at )*e last; 

Ane of crist both large and lang. 

And o^r two ^t theuea on hang, 

Bot )iore was noman jiat knew 

'Whilk waa |>e croa of ihean. 

pan Quiriak prayd, with hert and hend, 

pat god Buld ))am )>e nailea send 

pat najled criat )>e rude vnto; 

And Einne when, he had prayed so 

Thre nayles aperd vnto )>are sight. 

In ^ erth achineand ful bright ; 

pai toke thre nayles <md croaBes thre 
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264 



292 



And hare )mn to )« riche cet^ ; 
Fnl miket folk come ya,m ogayne 
And of f>are fare {lai war fbl fiiyne ; 
And on a bere ^re gun men bring 
A ded bodi vnto Jie beryiing. 
Qoiriak bad ^lam ]iat it bare 
Set doune pe bere omang ))am fiare, 
288 8o forto prone )iare, or ]»i paa, 
Whilk of Jia crosses cristea waa ; 
Qniriak fast vnto god prayd 
And ane croB to |)e cora be lay d, 
And sethin ane o^r be laid jiartiU, 
Bot jit euer lay I»e bodi atjU ; 
pe thrid croB )«n he toke for)d 
And layd it vnto (« ded body, 
And als snne ale it neghed nere 
pe core raae up, both hale and fere ; 
And a1 fe folk y&t saw )4>t sight 
Loned god, with al ))aire might; 
And so ^i past into )« toon. 
With a flul fayre processioune ; 
AI loaed |)ai god, with ioyful moia, 
And saynt elyu scho bare ))e rode; 
pan sone omang )iam herd ^i jell 
A fal grete dyn of deniU of hell ; 
pai cried, "alias and wayloway, 
For dole what sal we do [>ia day ; 
pe tre es fiinden whilk we snppoee 
Sail ger ts all oure pouwer lose. 
For wo haue power in no place. 
Whore men on )iain [>at takiu maee; 
Now mnn oare power fro ua pas. 
Wo wiirth pe while it fuuden was ! 
For fro )>at figure bihoues vs fle 
So with man-kind oaercumen er we; 
It puttes oway all oure powere, 
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So )iat we mat noght negh it ner^ 

Bot-if we xa&y with any gya 

Hak pom to do dedlj' bjh ; 

pan with )>am wil I wtm and wake, 

Tor all ^ crosses ^t )iai can make, 

Bot I may nener no man apill 

With aya, bot-if |Mun aeluin will; 

Aaay I sail, with sere satelt^ 

To ger men syn and serue me." 

Qniriak said fan to [« feode 

"pen wikked deuil f>i way )iou wend^ 

Vnto )« dei^>eBt hole of hell, 

Euermore in dole to dwell; 

"Fm fimden es now )>e holy tre 

pat fellis \ii pride emd \A poost^" 

pe fendes J>an with hidose cry 

Tamat fro yaja fol sndanly ; 

pan went [mi furth with men mode 

Vnto )iaire temple ^i bare )>« mde. 

pan ye nobil quene Eline 

Qert mak a caae of ayluer fyne, 

With gold and preciua atonea plenty. 

And clmid )iariii ^t holy tre; 

And on Jie mount of calnary 

Qert scho mak a kirk in hy, 

And |>ore scho set ^ haly tre 

Of all men honord forto be ; 

And sone when it was )>eder brt^ht, 

Fro aere aidea men |>eder soght, 

And fol grete grace was )>ore schewd. 

And grete releue to lerd and leude; 

Thni^h cristen land so es it keud, 

pat fro )« fendes it mai na fend, 

So )>at |>ai may do us none ill, 

Bot-if onre self aaaent [iBrtill ; 

For in werld has be no powere. 
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Night ue day to uegh ub nere, 
If we bis werkis will forsake, 
And crifltes cros opon ts make. 
3S6 Qod graate us grace ao to hononre 
pe croB )<at bare oure sauionre, 
pat we may to Jiat blia be broght, 
Whilk crUt with hU blode to ua boghL 
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THE UPLIFTING OF THE HOLY ROOD. 

Tj^or tbe confirming of our iaith, ftnd to the glory of our Lord, we 
-*- honour with songs of praise two da^ in the fear on acconnt of 
the Holy Rood, (ever) aince it was diacorered. 

The Jeniah folk hid it (the cross) with evil intention. They wonld 
not that this treasure (the cross) sfaonld become a comfort to men. 
Bat the blessed Helena afterwards discovered it there, throagh the 
revelation of Christ, aa He marveUously had manifested it; and she 
divided the rood as the Lord bad instructed her, and left one portion 
in tbat same city in which Christ had suffered, as the writings inform ns, 
enclosed in silver ; and she went home afterwards with the other portion 
of the precious tree to her dear son, in order to strengthen his futh. 

Now we celebrate the day on which it (the cross) was found in honor 
(tf our Saviour, who wonld suffer on it. It is after Easter in the year's 
course ; and we observe in harvest time with holy ministrations a second 
festival — that on which it (the cross) was brought again to Jerusalem, 
as we shall hereafter relate. It happened, unfortunately, as very often it 
still does, that the heathen nations invaded the land, and an impious 
king called Cosdrue came vrith a great army to the Holy Rood where 
Helena had placed it, in the aforesaid Jerusalem. Impiously bold, 
he harrowed then the land, and took the Holy Rood home to Ms own 
country. He was so uplifted and so wicked a ruler, tbat he would 
be God ; and wrought then of silver a high steeple in the form of 
stone-work, and with shining gems surrounded all the house, and in the 
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[piEBE HALGAN EODE UPAHEFEDNTS *.] 

WE WURDUD MID LOF-SANGUM FOR URE8 GE- ^2;^^^^; 
LEA&D trymminge twegen d^aa on geore drititne to ^^^j^' 
wur^mynte for jitere balgan rode si^^San heo afuadea vraa. 

pa iudeiacan hi bebjddon mid hetelicum ge¥ance. noldon f The Jnn ud 
se ma^m wurde uuumnm to fro&e. ac aeo eadise helena. hi eft but H«ieu 

^ found it. 

Jijer afunde Jiurh criatea onwrigennesBe swa awa he mid wuad- 
rum geawntelode. -j to-dselde ]ia rode awa awa drihten tire 
gewisaode. ] forlet fa teiine dcel on fwere ylcan hjrig. Jie crist on sba look 
frowode. awa ewa ua cylmV gewritu, mid aeolfi-e bewunden. ] porUon nf 

the pncloni 

wende ham siSSan mid [am ojtrum drele Jises deorwurjian tnt. 
treowea to hire leo&n au&a his geleafan to getr^miiienne. 

Nil freolaige we [>one dteg fe heo on afunden wies. Jiaiii Two daja an 
hcelende to wurSmynte jw wolde on hire frowian. se bi? ofer honour of ibe 
eaatrum. on ymbryne |>ees geares. ] we bealda% on bserfest mid 
halgum Jienungum o{>eme freols-dteg on J>am )»e heo geferod wtes 
eft to hieruealem swa awa we her (efter aecgaS. Hit gewearS 
for yfelnyese awa awa for oft git biK. ^ fa bseSenan leoda f land 
gehei^den. "j sam arleaa cjniucg coadrue gehaten com mid coairue 
micclum here to )>eere halgan rode, {ter belesa hi gesette on Jemnkm. 
fitere foreaadan hieniaalem. gehergode )>a ^ land. ■} jia balgan « 
rode genam ham to his earde. arleaslice dyratig. He wees awa 
up-ahafen. -j swa arleaa brega. f be wolde beon god. 3 worhte 
fa of seolfre tenne heahne stypel. on atanweorces gelicnysae, -j 

• The title in the MS. is 'lum. Kt OCTOBHw. Exaltatio Soncffl Cbocis.' 
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upper-Btory he wrought hi§ throne all of red gold; and wonderfiilly 
drew out water by means of pipes, for he would cause rains, as if 
he himself were God. But he was uevertheless very foolish, for the 
rain might not be of serrice to any one. He laboured tbeu still more 
to manifest his power, aud bade the earth to be delved secretly with 
craft, BO that horses ran constantly about the house through the secret 
trenches, dinning with their feet, for he would work thunder. Neverthe- 
leas was he witless. 

He sat then in the house as High God, and placed the Holy Rood 
beside his throne, as it were for a companion in his impiety. He then 
sat there from that time forth, and to his son he assigned all his 
kingdom. But Cbrist destroyed him. An emperor there was in those 
days, named Eraclius, a Christian, of mature age, and undaunted in war; 
and he adorned his belief with good works, and honoured God's servants 
with benevolent mind. 

Then came Cosdme's sou against the emperor Eraclius, for he desired 
to win his kingdom in battl& Then it was settled between them both, 
that they two should boldly go to single combat on the bridge of the river, 
and he who should get the victoiy should wield the kingdom, without the 
loss of the men who had come with them. Then they all said that if 
any man would assist either of them, forthwith he should be seized and 
with crippled limbs should be cast into the river. 

They then went both on the bridge together, and the believing (Wth- 
ful) emperor killed the enemy of God, Cosdrue's son, and he aflierwards 
wielded all his kingdom, and rode to Cosdme. Then all the army 
joyfully submitted to Eraclius, and he received them and brought them to 
baptism. And no one would make known to Cosdme the battle (which 
had lately taken place), because he was hateful to all bis people. 

Then Eraclius went up to the steep upper-floor, and quickly said to the 
impious Cosdrue these words : " Life I will grant thee if thou wilt forth- 
with believe now on the Saviour Christ, and wilt promise that thou wilt 
be b^tized, and I will be thy friend, and I will let thee have this land 
in thy possession; if thou then dost otherwise thou sbalt be put to death." 

Then would not Cosdme believe on Christ, and Eraclius forthwith 
drew out his sword and beheaded him, and commanded him to be buried. 
He took his younger son, a boy of ten years old, and baptized him, and 
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mid *scinendum gymtnum besette eall f bus. ] on )>eere upflora * tiwf ite.] 
eall mid readum golde hia cynestol geworhte, ] wundoriice mid to'S^e*'^ 
Iwotum wseter ut-ateab wolde ren&a wjrcan. swylce he sjlf god 
wnre. ac he webb fill dysig for()au jie Be ren ne mihte nane- 
gum* fremiaa. He awanc )» git awiBor walde geswutelian his i,^J^i„;i 
mihte. j het delfan )ia eoHSau digellice mid creefte. awa f hore ud imiutu 
uroon embe f hua gelome )>urh Jia digelan dies dynigende mid 
fotom wolde [>unor wjrcan gewitleaa awa %eah. 

He Bset ])a on |;&m huae awa awa healic god. ] geaette |)a 
hftj gun rode to his heabsetle up swilce him to geferan on hia 
fracodnyaae. He stet Sa fiser awa fortS. ■) his auna beteehte ealne 
his cynedom. ac crist bine fordyde. Sum casere wna on )>am Enciiu uved 
d^um msten. -j gelyfed. eracliua gebaten. unearh on gefeohtum. 5 ™* ' 
■J he hiB geleafan geglengde mid godum weorcum. -j godea Jieowaa cumtisn. 
wwttode mid wel-willendum mode. 

Ba com JMsa coedman sunu togeanes %am caaere. wolde mid 
gefeohte gewinnan hia rice. Ba gewear% him bam. f hi beald- 
lice twegen to anwige eodon on ]«Bre ea brycge. ] seBe aige 
gewunne weolde ^a ricee bntan ^ra manna lyre ])e him mid h* am* 
comon. Hi ]>& ealle gecweedon f gif lenig man wolde heora coxirnB'i 
o%rnm fylatan. f man bine soua gefenga -j foredum sceancutn 
into )itere ea wurpe. 

Hi eodon la begen on beare bricge togndere. i ae geleaffdlla 

' BDd defnted 

caaere alede )>oiie godea feoud coadmea aunu. ■} he aiSSan geweold bim. 
eallea hia ricea. ] rad bint 'to cosdrue. ]» beab eall Be here bli^Se- l^ ""' 
lice to eraclio. j be hi nnderfeng. -} to fiiUuhte gebigde. ] nan 
man nolde cy)ian cosdrue f gewinn. foHSan ^ he w»s andseete 
eallum bis leodum. 

Eracliua |>a astah to |«re aticolan npllora. ^ cvtB<6 to ])am 
arleaaan ardlice |«8 word. Lifes ic )>« geann. ^f |)u annedlioe 
gelyfet nn on hslend crist. ] cwySst f jiu wUIe to fulluhte 
gebugan. ] ic )>iii freond beo. ] ic !>» tete babban |>is land to 
gewealde. gif |)U )iDnne elles deat. |)a scealt dea|>e sweltan. 

pa nolde ae coadrue on crist gelyfan. -j eraclyua aona bis swurd EnoHm iiew 
ateab. 3 bine bebeafdode. ] bet bebyrigan. -j nam bis gingran mgCoidnH. 
sanu siVVan to fulluhte tyn wintra cnapa. 3 bim cynedom foi^eaf. 
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gave ap to him the kingdom, «ad then delivered to his (own) ttrray ths 
high steeple, with all the silver; but he himself took the gold and gems 
into God's church. Then he carried the rood, with a procesMon of 
the people, again to JeruBalem, eagerly and joyfully. 

Riding quickly, tbey came at last to the aforesaid city j and the 
emperor sat on a royal horse, as was most pleasing to him. But when 
he would enter (the city) then was the gate cloaed, so that the stones 
fell suddenly together, and so it was wrought into a wall. 

Then were they terrified on account of that wonderful token, and 
forthwith looked sorrowfully to heaven, and saw our Lord's precious 
cross shining there ; and God's angel bore it above tie gate and thus said : 

"When that the heavenly king, Christ Himself entered in through 
this same gate to His own passion, He was not clothed with purple, nor 
adorned with royal cj-own, nor rode He through this stone gate on a 
steed, but on the back of an ass He meekly rode as an example to men, 
that they should shun pride." And after these woids the angel went up. 
Lo ! then the emperor quickly alighted, thanking God for the lesson ; 
and he took off his purple and his girdle of palL Then be went with 
naked feet and took the rood, praising God with shedding of tears. 

Then befell a divine miracle to the stone-work. When the emperor 
come with meekness to them, then the stones parted and the gate opened 
tself. There was also another marvel, so that a winsome (delightful) 
odor steamed on the boly cross, when it was on its way home, through 
the laud and £Iled the air; and the people rejoiced on account of this, 
being filled witb the odor. 

No perfume could give out so delight&l a smelL And then the 
emperor exclaimed with joy : " G thon marvellous rood on which Christ 
would suffer and quench onr sins with His precious blood ! thou 
rood shining more than the bright stars of middle earth 1 Greatly art 
thou to be loved, holy and winsome tree ; thou wert worthy to bear the 
prize of all middle earth 1 Be mindfiil of this assembly which is here 
gathered together for the honour of God !" 

Then the emperor exalted the Holy Eood in that same place in which it 
Btood at first, before the impious king, Cosdrue, took it therefrom. On that 
day the true Saviour marvellously manifested His power through the illus- 
trious cross, so that a dead man arose on that day, and four bedridden 
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betffihte %a his here )>oiie heagau stypel. mid eallum )>am seol&e. ^^^^^ 
•J he aylf genam f gold, i Jia gymmae. into godes cyrcan. Ferode ^'^^Jj^em 
%a |>a rode mid fteB fo1c«B meniu ongean to hieniBalem geome 
mid blisse. 

Hi comon fa letnestan caflice ridende to fsere foresEedan 
^T'^g- ] ^^ "^ casere on kynelicum horse swa him gecwemast weea. 
ac |>a f a he inu wolde. )>a wear)) f geat belocen. eva f )>a stanaii 
feoUon fterlicfl togiedere. ^ wear)> geworbt to anum wealle swa. 

Hi wnrdou t>a afyrhte. for |M,m fbrlican tacne. ■} beheoldou ^^^j*"*' 
oarige sona to heofonum. 3 gesawon drihtnes rode deorwui^Slice *" '^°'- 
^r acinan. 3 godes engel hi bror bu&n ]>Am geate ] cwteS. 

pa )» ae heofonlica cyning criBt aylf inferde l»urh )>is ylce 
get to bia agenre )irowiiage. hebb he mid purpuran geecryd. ne 
mid cynebekne geglenged. "ne be on Bteda ne riUL furh yia ' OwdBTl 
Btenene geat. ac on aasan bric^ he rad eadmodlice mannum 
to bysne. f hi modignyase ouscuniou. •} sefter Syanm wordum 
gewende ae engel up. Hwmt %a ae caaere caflice libte )>aucigeQde 
gode ysexe wiasunge. ■] dyde of his purpuran. ] bis pellenan 
gyrlan. eode )>a mid nacodum fotum. ■} genam )>a rode mid 
^otenum tearum god wurjiigende. 

WearS ba codea wundor on bam weorc-atannm ba Ka ae cosere EiMitai 

' ° ' ' enlanUw 

com mid eadmodnyeee to. |)a toeodon %a atanaa. ] geopenode f f^**"' 

get. WffiS eac o(>er wundor awa f wynaum brieS. atemde on '"™n»)'. 

Jitere halgan rode |)a )>a beo hamwerd wees, geond f land. ] fa odor umdu 

Jyfte afylde. ] f folc fsea fsegnode. afylde mid )«m brteSe. ^"^•• 

Ne mibte nan wjrt-bne$ Bwa wynsumlice Bteman. 1 ae caaere The 

' . Emperoi-i 

[» clypode mid blyase. Eala (lu wundorlice rod. on Jitere ¥>e J?*^"" 
crist wolde [>rowian. ^ nre wita adweacan mid bis deorwurfiaQ 
blode. Eala fn scinende rod ewi|>or ]>onne tnngla msere on 
middan-earde micclum to lufigenne. halig treow. "} wynaum. )>e 
wur)>e wsire to berenne ealleB middan-eardes wur)>. gemunde 
)>isne heap. )ie her gegaderod is gode to wui^mynte. 

pa ahof Be caeere )ia balgan rode up on Jitere ylcan Btowe. [>e J^ "j^ 
beo on stod let frnman. ter )>an )« ae arleaaa cynin<^ coadme hi k™^' 
gename. On Cam dnge geawutelode se so%&eata bselend wun- 
dorlice mihte. furh hie |«i nueran rode, awa f an dead man aras 
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onea wore ttiere woiiderfallj' healed, tuid ten lepers from their Hngering 
disease, and many maniacs regained their aensefl. And many sick ones 
were healed of Tarioua diseases at the Holy Kood for the honour of Christ. 
And the emperor afterwards performed many good deeds there, and 
endowed God's churchea with lands and Bustenance, and restored God's 
praise. He went then to his royal seat to Constantinople, with great 
faith meditating npou God's greatnesB. Now is the day called in Cbrid- 
tian books Mxaltaiio StmcUe Orudis, that is in English speech, Uplifting 
of the Holy Bood, because that it was exalted with great honour on the 
foresaid day to the honour of the Lord. 

It is nevertheless to be noticed that it (the cross) is widely distributed, 
by means of frequent sections, to every land. But the spiritual token 
(signification) is with God ever incorruptible, though the tree be out in 
pieees. The heavenly sign of the Holy Hood is our banner ^;ainst the 
fierce devil, when we bless ourselves boldly through God with the sign of 
the cross and with right belief. 

Though a man waver wonderfully with his hand, nevertheless it is 
not a blessing except he make the sign of the holy cross, and forthwith 
the fierce fiend will be terrified on account of the victorious token. With 
three fingers mnst a man make the sign and bless himself for the Holy 
Trinity, which is a glory-ruling God. Sometimes priests say that Christ's 
betrayer (traitor), the impious Judas, shall not hereafter be condemned in 
the great day (of doom) to the deep hell, and they say that he may excuse 
himself to Christ, as if he of necessity committed that treachery against 
Him. But agMnst that we say that Christ's word is not false. He said 
concerning Jndaa, that it were better for him that he were not bom, than 
that he should be His betrayer. Neither the Jews nor that secret trutor 
were compelled by Qod to that horrible Intention, but when that' Christ, 
who seeth all things, saw their evil will, He then turned it to good, so 
that their wickedness became to us for salvation. Each man who does 
evil with evil intention is guilty before God, though he may benefit some, 
and each man who does good with good will, hath his reward of Qod, 
though he may do harm to some by it, because the righteous judge giveth 
to each the reward according as he himself might determine (will) and 
his will might dictate to him. Now are the Jews and the shameleas 
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on ^am dtege aona. ■} feower bedijdan ^r wnrdon wundorlica 

gdiffiled& ] tyn lic-Jirowerss. from heora langsumum broce. ] 

fela '*wode menu heora gewit underfeugon. 3 man^s nntrume • [Xtfur, 

fram myslicum eo^nm )>ger mirdon geheslede. at Jwre balgan 

rode, criste to wui^mjnte. -j se caeere si%%ftn fela goda ged]nle 

)«r. ] godee cyrcan gegodode. mid laadum. ] bigleofum. ■} godes 

lof geediuwod& Ferde %a to his cyneetole to constontinopolim EnoHu 

mid micclum gelea&m godes msrSa smeagende. Nu is se dieg '^<",''*^ 

gecweeden on criateaum bocum. ExdUatio Saaete eraeis. ^ is on J|f8"''.~u''?ft- 

engliacre spi'sace upahefednyss ^re halgan rode. for)ian )ie heo ^^]°'£ij n 

WKB ahafen mid healicum ^nirSmynte on }(im foresaed&n diege. 

drihtne to lofe. 

Ifl swa )ieah to iritenne f heo ia wide todseled. mid gelomli- "^^^ 
cum ofcyrfiiu* to lande gehwilcnm. ac seo gastlice getacnung is '""."^ a, 
mid gode rafre a unbrosuigendlic. )>eah {« se beam beo to-coruen. ^''^ 
^ heofonlice tacn )ieere halgan rode ia ure gu^fona wi)i jmne 
graralican deofol. ]>oniie we us bletna% gebylde )>iirb god mid 
)>Eer« rode tacne. 3 mid rihtum geleafan. 

peab be man wafige wundorlice mid handa ne biS tit beah Howth* 
bletaung buta he wyrce tacn [xere halgan rode. ■} se re^ feond c™»rtioiiH 
bi|> sona afyrht for ^5am sige-fEestan tacne. Mid [irym £ngrum 
man sceall senian. ] bletaian. for Jxere halgan {irynnysae. )« is 
)irim-wealdend god, Ewilon cwe)ia¥ preostas. Jwt cristefi Uewa 
tudas se u-leaaa eft ne wurSe fordemed on (nun micclan di^. to 
)iam deopan belle. ] cwepeH f he mage wi¥ crist bine betellan. 
ewiloe he neadunge gefremode f facn wi% bine. Ac we cwB$a¥ 
Jifflr togeanea. ^ cristee word ne bi^ leas, he cwtriS be fian iudan. 
^ him wfere betere f *he geboren nnre ^nne be hi§ Ifcwe wtere. •[iMfiGS.l 
Nteron ^a iudeiscan ne se dyroa Itewe ^urb god geneadode. Juduitnd 
to %am gramlican ge)>eabte. ac )ia fia crist geseab. se )>e gesib¥ be puDUhed 
ealle )fing heora yfelan willan, )>a awende ^ hit to gode. swa trcatioHiio* 
^ heora yfelnyss ua becom to hsle. ^c man \ie yfel de\> mid 
yfelum willan. is scyldig wi% god, |>eah {>e bit sumum fremige. 
;i ffilc man {« god de% mid godnm willan beef% bis mede set gode. 
))eah ]>e hit hearmige sumum. for )ian ))e se rihtwisa dema de¥ 
ffilcum >a mede. be )>am {« be sylf wolde. ] bis wiUa him dihte. 
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traitor (Judas), who plotted ^luuBt Him, guilty of ChriBt'a death (thongb 
that it became to us for everlasting redemption), and none of Chem shall 
ever come to Ghmt's kingdom unless thej repent them of their sin and 
turn to Christ. The Saviour is so mercifal, that He would have mercy 
upon His own murderers if they would turn and pray for His mercy, as 
many of them did, as for instance the centurion who wickedly pierced 
Him (CbriBt) in'His holy side, and afterwards turned to Him, The cen- 
turion was named Longinus. He saw tJien how suddealy the sua became 
dark from midday nntil noon, and all middle earth trembled, and rocks 
burst asonder; then be turned to Christ, smiting his breast, saying 
loudly, Fsre Filiut Dei eat Me — Truly this (man) is the Son of Qod. He 
then renounced his employment, and proceeded to the apostles, and was 
by them instructed in the faith, and with baptism was washed from his 
former deeds. 

Then be distributed all his goods in fdms, and lived in purity as 
Christ's own servant (thain) in great abstinence, and preached to the 
heathen the true faith and forgiveness of sine, and put down idolatry, and 
performed miracles in God's name, until a cruel judge put him to death 
with great torments. 

But he wrought many marvels before the judge, amid the tonnents, 
and blinded the judge through the power of God, that men might know 
how mercifiil the Saviour is who had magnified him so. Then was he 
beheaded for the sake of the Saviour, whom be bad before cruelly 
wounded on the cross, and he (now) dwells eternally in glory with Him. 
The heathen judge who put him to death was named Octavius. But he 
came afterwards to the place where he was alfun, and sought his body, 
praying for forgiveness, with weepii^ and lamentation. Then forthwith 
he saw with sound eyes, being enlightened by the same who had before 
made him blind. Then the judge sumptuously buried the body of Lon- 
ginus, and believed on Christ, ever glori^ng God until he departed this 
life. Olory and praise be to the benevotent God, who reigneth ever 
etenudly. Amen. 
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Nn synd |)a iudeiscan. 3 Be eceamleoae leewa cristeB deaCes scyl- 
dige. |>e syrwdoii be him. )ieah )ie hit ua become to ecere alyeed- Nonsoftfaem 
njBBB. ■] heora nan ne beeym^ to cristeB rice neefre. butan fam Jie P?'^''* 
hit gebettau. ■] gebugan to criate. Swa milde ia se hslend ^ he ^^J^j""' 
miltaian wolde his agentmi slagum gif hi gecyrran wotdon. ■} 
biddau his miltaooge. swa ewa heora mxenig dyde. swa swa se 
hnndredes ealdor. ]« hine hetelice stang on hia halgan sidan, ] 
ai^SVan him beah to. se hundredea ealdor batte longinus. He ^Jl^" 
geseah ^ sona hu seo sunne al>ystrode. ftram mid-dsege o? non. '^'"'"■t nd*. 
■} eall middan-eard bifode. ] atauas toburston. ^ beah he to 
criate aleande his breost -j secgende hlude. Uere.JUius tfet est Me. 
So|;lice )>{es is godes buhil He forlet %a his fo1go%. ^ ferde 
to |)am apoatolum. ] wear% gelered to geleafan furh hi. ■} mid 
fiilluhte a|)vageii fram his fyrlenum diedum. 

He deelde J>a his eahta ealle on Bslmysaan. -] on cUennyaae ^j^^J^"^ 
leofode. ewa swa cristea *^5egen. on mycelre forhjefednyase. ] *|i«i(iS8, 
J«m hEe|>enum bodade Jione Bo|)an geleafen. 3 eynne forgifennyeae. chrtn. md 
■] towearp deofolgild. ] wnndra gefremode on godes naman. o¥ 
f sum gramlic dema hine gemartyrode mid micclum witum. 

Ac he worhte fela wundra eetforan |)am deman. betwux Jiam 
tintregum. ■} ablende )>one deman |)nrh godes mihte. f menn 
mihton tocnawon hu mildheort se hselend ia. |>e hine mersode 
awa. He wear% )<a bebeafdod for %teB halendea naman. ^ne )« 
he ser gewnndode wselhreowlice on rode, -j wunaS on ecnyase on 
wnldre mid him. Octauins batte ae heebena dema be hine acwealde. ?'™ .^ 
ac he com ai%$an J«Br he ofslagen wsee. ] gesohte bis lie biddende oc»Tiu"- 
forgifennyaae mid wope ] beofunge. pa geaeah he aona gesund- octiviui mt 
Mlum ei^unL frarh {lone ylcan onliht (w bine ter ablende. ] ae """rtBii. 
tiema )ta deorwurKlice bebyrigde longines lichanmn. ] gelyfde on 
criat sefre wuldrigende god. 0% ^ he gewat of life. By wuldor j 
lof ^m wel-willendan gode. se%e tefre r!xa% on ecnyase. 
AMEN. 



iiizedbv Google 



VI. 



HOW PE HALI CROS WAS FUNDIN. BE SEINT 
ELAINE*. 



0'* 



f )te rode now for to rede 
ihejua criate be be mi spede, 
{at |)are-on suffi-ed eorou&I pine 
to lause TB ira, our wi)«r-wine ; 
wamu ou^t we ag^ to buxamli hit bere, 

»i»cni» for hit of bote is oar banere, 

ba)i on bodi and in hert, 
ag^e alle our care hit is onr quert. 
quen ib««u8 )wr-of was Tn-done, 
tMoTcrBu f*® lewea bid bit efter sone 

^Jl" fra criaten men hit to blinde; 

la)< ware ham ))ai sulde hit finde, 
{>ai wiste pe criaten walde bit kepe 
for-)ii in erfi ^ai grofe hit depe 
vnder erji, and ojwr twa 
quare-on f« thems hang on aqua ; 
)ie ri3t rode )iai went to dille 
out of )>e crtsten mennis skille, 
[>at if wi^ chaonce men on ham hit 
quilk )>Bi sulde tiaue [>u sulde nojt witt : 
IT hot erist, l>at nane is to bim like, 
walde nojt late bis dere relibe, 
squa notefiil ]>iQg, squa lang be hid, 
)iat he ne walde )>at hit ware bid. 

Tnder er)>, }>at dmri dere, 

to bote of ba^ oiu- eaule and life, 

he did hit be fundin ^oron a wiCs: 
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UOW pB BAT.T COOS WAS FUSDIN BE BEIHT SLAIITB. 

a-du^ti wife, ^t hijt Eline, 

was moder of king costantine, 

ho fande hit, qua-sum wil wite btb now, 

herkin and I sal tel bit jou. 

1 atori. I. red and fande, 
quen costantine waa Unaude 

of rome {>en was he emperour, 
36 {^une he|)in folk sU^ io stoure; 

be-tid a tide )>at hejiin lede 

come bim batail for to bede ; 

aa mikil folk |»u wi)> bam led 
40 ]>at costantine was eare a-dred. 

)>tu come tille bim )iat ilk ni}t 

atte ^ Bolde on )>e mome fijt 
H A man |^ BeIcou)> feire was gnude 
44 come to )« kii^d and {ma be eaide : — 

" costantine loke vp and se 

til heiuen-warda and conforte )>e." 

he lokid vp and in )iat sijt, 
48 be sag^ [W] cristis crosse fill brijt ; 

a titel s^'b he }iar-on Ije, 

"here-in I>ou salle baue victorie." 

)>en did )>e kings make [of] a neyuen' 
62 sucbe a cros as he sag^ in hejuen' j 

and vp in trauj) he raa stedefast 

and bra|>eli on his faas he brast, 

and did )>&t cros be-for him lede 
56 and felled doun Jiat cursid lede j 

l>ai felle, J>ai fled )» wifw^wine, 

|)e victorie has kings costantine 

)>oroa t« croice a^ cristja mijt, 
60 aiid |)orDu (laire etedfost trau)i in [djrijt. 

Pen sends )« king conatantine 
sandis til bis moder eline 
for to do secbe, wi|>-outen hone, 
: 64 [« cros )>at criste on was done. 
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to fiade ^at hali tree sum-quare 
and moke a kirke be raiud ^are. 
Btadw unJ beiicirai mid aimien, 

I'" |ier twa men was mesaagere, 

))ai ware sende to {>e quene fra rome ; 
bot berkema how }iai gaue dome. 
% \iiB laaodi bad ^en bir wi{> 
Tita 1(017 Df a cristeti man, was gode goldsnub, 

loidimiui. quat )>mg )>at ho him of wald« m(ni))[e] 

mmie'Md'* "^^^ ''''" '^^"'^^ make he cou{«, 

torfeiTtta" '"^^ pouer he was of litil ajt. 

fl^ubidid '^^'^ t** * '*^ mikil be (^t 

S^^vha ^ Boumme of money for to amount, 

"*■ and askid him ful barde a-count ; 

Jte conenand waa made ful harde 
and Baide he made bim suche forwards, 
if be hia money mujt oo^t gett, 
|)at be Hulde jilde bim for hia dett 
Jiat ilk w^t at Jier was lease 
be Bulde }ilde of hia awen Sease. 
Tiwdsbtwu )>e dai Ib past, (« dette vn-qnit, 

tbsJvw' )ie bodi be-boais be- leas for hit. 

pantfij. IT )>e cmten dred fill sare )>e pine, 

bot (« iew walde neuer fine, 
baf to )»e quenia court [>ai come, 
]>e tew ))rali bad gif him dome, 
aharp gnmdin knife in hande be bare, 
1 U8. bu )« oriaten* atode nakid be-for bim |>are ; 

tHtm. ]>ai walde for money had him bc^t, 

bot gronte of )>e iew gatte |)ai nojt; 
of raunaonn na mare )>en a risshe 
walde he take bot of hia fleaahe. 
Benciruud ^ S&lde benciras and ansiera:^- 

tsecxB. "(job sal baue brojior al \ii fera, 

^ quene has biddin va to deme 
And al )«b resoun is to qneme, 
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■ay TB how )>ou wil him dqt 

and we salle giue |>e dome M i^t." 
% "how," Baide f>e iew, "bot be my lay, ^'ih^t! 

104 ^t werst )nt ener I. ctm or may, Sk'i^vw 

his eien firet putt out I. sal St^ii'imJ 

and his hende smite of wiji-al j tmjwio 

tonge omf ataae wil I. nojt sane, '"**' 

108 til atte I al my couenande haae." 
% |>e mesaagera him gaf anaqnare 

" )«n semia hit uojt fnti wil him Bpare, 

take )ion )>e fiesse we deme )>e, Tbajndg* 

112 squa atte ]>e blode mai aanid be; ubitieBi 

a drope of blode if atte )iou tine ofbioDd, 

we gif jon dome, )ie wrange is fiine ; 

al if hia flesshe waa salde and bojt 
116 his blode to selle neu0r he )io)t; 

^ fallis )« fleashe, we ar wele knawen, 

kepe him pe blode y&t is his awen." 
if {wn saide )iat iew, "be saint dr^tine wSih'V 

120 me fink ye were part is mine; w'J«*f't] 

to take [w flesshe if I. aasay JSffid'' 

J)en ))e blode wil ryn away; i™"h< 

for-done je haue me wi[> jour dome, nmuiaflt 

124 Olid |iat make je romidns of rome; ^^i" 

maugrefe I>er-fore mote je haue, igitajt™ 

alle )>at suche a dome me gaue." 
% bencirag ]jen aaide, -i^parfeiy Th«jii4g«i 

128 alle has )>i8 court herde fo missay, StfiSi 

me and my felaw sir ansiere ; ^h?" " 

|>ou haa misaude rijt fonle here, 

we wil missay (le na wijt, 
132 bot ellis of I)e we wil haue rijt; 

)w lauedi, for ho did va leue, 

ho bad TB rijtli dome to giue, 

and )ie so)i we baue ^ saide, 
136 |ier-fore }iou dos va now ypbraide." 
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1[ ]ie lauedi bad, wi^outen litCj 

iugement on him [lai Bulde put tite, 
ffM.wt.] for sicure was ho y&u of site, 

)>at )<e cristen man was quite. 
tbn )ie lew was dampited, so at )>6 quene 

Jew^d guide al his catel haue be dene, 

jg^^toij In tir merei hia tonge to take, 

""S"™^ ))at in hir prwence Buche wordu apake. 

|>e iew him )>Qjt Helconji tene 
atte )as dotne at waa an keoa, 
and saide on hi^ atte al miijt hcFe, 
TbaJewiiMi "me Ware leuer jou to lere 

ihvnwbR* quare lija jour lordis rode ti'ee, 

hi^hd^^ t*° l"" Bmartli dampned be," 

v^i-Uj- ^ "god wate frends," (len aaide eline, 

" t>ou aal be quite of alle yi pine 
if |mni wil do as I. )>e bid, 
to shew va quere ]>at croa is hid." 
Heukiumt "lauedi," he aaide, "be my lay, 

DKeHarj (« BO]i Jet Can I. nojt say; 

hot eette me a certwne day 
|)at wi|) my tmustris apeke I may, 
I salle ^ brings ti)>ande of hit, 
ye quilk ble|>eli )>oa walde witt" 
^ "Gladli," ho atude, "h«e I )>e hijt 
of a day respite and a nijt ; " 
Hdeuft Mil C aaide elune, " c«rtiB biyt bou hit finde 

UinlbUhe 

BhMi taw hn of baj) fiine wen ()0U sal be blinde. 

a*^1S' ^ f* '^'' ''''" ^P*^ tawarde his tide, 

•*• c™. oner his day durat he nojt bide ; 

KppoiDUdiw n£ aelcou|> if he dred him sore, 

tbe queen, he wiate [« quene walde him ncgt spare; 

foijowhim til hir he went better spede, 

^^^- tmd adde, "lauedi I. knew my dede, 

priuely be-houis tb fare, 
and folowes me wi(>-outen mare." 
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])ar-fore he went him Bone in hy 

Tn-to ye mount of cftluary ; 

and o^ folk went wi)< ^e quene, 
176 |>idder (lai went al bedeae. 
% Bone quen jnu J>aire praier makid, 

j>o erf vnder ham hit shakid. 

t»en Baide ]>e iew [lat al ))is berde, 
180 "criete )kiu art sauiour of ))is werde !" 

his cla]>iB he k^ al bot hia eerke, 

to make him uemil vn-to his werke; 

si|>eu he toke a spade in haode, 
184 lange he dalue, bot nojt he fande; 
% quea he rijt depe bad dellui[n] sare, 

mare |ien sx. fote or mare, 

)iai fande iij. croBsie; an was ))at like, 
188 bot wiste (>ai nojt quilk wag quilk, 

[le quilk mujt be pe lordis tre, 

arid quilk mujt ye theuis be : 

wif mikil ioy and mikil gle, 
192 to )>e toun )«u bare J>a Jire ; 

]ier ware ])ai done in certaine place, 

for to a-bide our lordis grace. 

Aboute midward of fe day and mare 
.„„ a dede man cora forji )>ai bare; 

saint eliune made bir prtuer ^ar^ 
so did al [>e folk was )>are, 
^t crist Bulde ham takening shaw 
200 bis aweu dere tree to knew. 
on ai|>«r tree }>e cors on rane, 
bot alwais lay hit stil as stane; 
^ )« )!rid ^i touchid wi)) his hide, 
204 and vp he rase wi|>-outen bide, 
a^ spac wifi a bli); voyce, 
and jius gatia he hulsed |>e croice :— 
"god loke (te cros prscious Jiinge, 
208 on |)e hange )iat beiest kinge; 
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meiukid wi|> bis flesshe waa t>oii, 
of alle trees maste of rertu ; 
be bas )« balgbed at mast con ken, 
and ]>e salle menab b1 cristen men." ! 

wiiSiaUt ^ ^^ miracle sene wi|i mani man, 

t™*i»- (.ai bare hit to Jw temple ]>anj 

^e lewes to ]>e baptim ran, 
Yer TaB cristened mani a man. ! 

quen )>at cros was brojt in 
men mujt ee )iing« is jet to mjn, 
TJjhw, of for >at tree jwt hit of waa ahorne, 

^^TO^ aa talde is in )iiB boke be-fome, ' 

T™^''»ud ""'^ al-wM8 in y&t temple lay, 

^Mlmdi, ***"' )^* ^^ firnden ]wr |)at day ; 

bit }alde of bit ea sqnete a smel, 
how gode hit was can I. nojt tel; ! 

{>e smelle 0U9r al )ie temple spred, 
and )>er-wi]> amendid ilka sted; 
br wtaieii It* (md bi y&t smellingfl mujt man se 

^^»i» bit was aborne of J>at ilk tree, ! 

"»""•*«*■ % a iew {wt mikil had berde and sene, 

he talde |>e aoji Tn-to )« quene, 
and saide, bis eldris talde bim be dene, 
quatkin a tree hit aulde haue bene; i 

qnen bo bad herde al bis resonn, 
^a can ho make bir orisoiin, 
[Ad-M.] {)at god witering solde seude hir sone, 

wbar bo aulde fiat croB done. i 

OodhMiuw ^ our lorde hir sende an angel wise, 

^^'oodinto and bad hir dele bit in foure portise; 

oupiinwu ])e'tane guide in ))e temple lende, 

iheTempJe. to rome men snide be tober aende, 2 

anoOierpBrt . 

Msiogoto ty aliaaundre to here l* [rid, 

Atmlldrtu, H ^'t* *" '^^'^ ^ Seluin mid, 

foOTtt w *" coHtentine witA bir to wende, 

'™' cmkI alaqua did. )>at lauedi bende. 2 
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S Id foure pecia ^ hit smate, 

of pe quiche got hit wate ; 

)>ai did rijt witA ij. as god ment, 
248 til rome and aliBaandre.ham sent; 

|>e |>rid )Mu left in |>at dt^ 

aa in atede of auctorit^ ; 

)« fir]> led hir wi)i eline 
262 Tit-to hir sone king costantine ; 

to mete hir jode mani baronn, 

wif grete and faire prooesflioun j 

wi|>-iu )ie kirlu of saint eophie 
256 ^ haae ^ sette hit richelie ; 

was nener jet na tree in lande 

Ba riche ne sa laire shewande ; 

Men was vonte to come to so 
260 at iike paskia |)at hali tree. 

daiea iiij. ham sette for at^e 

)fe emperour wi|i his baronage, 
IT a-pon fie day of mandee ; 
264 |ie riche queue wiji hir mejne, 

a-pon Jw friday efterwarde', 

of pordoun for to seme hir port ; 

ye clergi on Jie seterdaj, 
268 fiat kepers ware of criBteii lay; 

wi)>-oiiten case {ler daiea )>re 

))ia cros was pen, and man mote se j 
% and hit was talde of mani man, 
272 at a liconr f»r-of ranne, 

)>at wi|> betinge was bote of bale, 

and sekenes diners to make ham halej 

a vesael, )iat hit ware n<qt tint, 
276 atode vnder )>at licoar for to hint, 

for to dde vn-to )« vtifere, 

to sende oner al |>e cnntree acre. 

PK grace of god is grete and gode, 
)>at giuis vs ensaumple of ]>e rode; 
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116 now pz ^^1^ ckos was fdhdin be beint elaibx. 

ma mijtM lias our lorde wrojt 

]>en ftni maa mtu ]>ink in |>ojt : 
lljjjijin bot man of trauf ia aqua vnsely, 

«^ Ant (mu traw nojt bot ]>ai se wi|> ey ; ! 

an(2 ^t Tnne)iiB wil |iai traw, 

wi|i-outen eigne of gret« vertn. 

me {link, if je )>e so^ bane stgt, 
Bnt ^nca [he J>at ayn |>e werlde was first wrojt, £ 

^ ™i«, miraclia of Jie croBBis tmjt 

m™«rea'"" '""' "^^ standen in atede and rijt, 

ta^di'v^'*"' ""^^ "'^ vnder, rijt and left, 

P""*^ in J)i8 compas god has al weft; £ 

^ bot-if man of bim-selue be blinde, 

vm-]nnk him wele he sal hit finde, 
ThaCronii be liknes of bis tree sa trew 

nwiiUoi>ediD ' ,, . 

Ills Old L*w. was in ]>e aide laghe, be-for )fe new, ! 

omd in pe new lagbe alsqua sere, 

^t sum ar gode of for to here. 
inutrwfof If I )>ink |)iB is |>at tree of Mis 

E^n|«^ ]>at ri^twianes to bundin is. i 

had adam ftindin hit atte hande, 

])ar-wi)) he mi^t bod life lastande ; 

t>at plauntid hit is in poradls 

and doB )ie dede rp for to rise. i 

AdMBtook 5f and adam, quen be wro^t had woghe, 

jtw^ijhe Tuder Jna tree he him drogbe, 

))at did him god to reeoun 
> cmd did him hope of pardoun. i 

^^/J" (le blode of abel hit crid a1s, 

Swn^iSiibi l**^" ^™ ^^ slaine hia brojwr fala; 

hbbrou™. ^j|,.ia j^at cry was grete |>ing hid, 

|)at in )iis croe now ia kid. 3 

and dede, for so|), had bene no^ 

had noat bim saned bat tree. 
■nnftui , , 

rarnan of of fourc coftters be arche was made, 

weremiuieot als has ])e cToa of lange and brade; S 
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{le dore of )>e arcbe a-pon }« side, 

and ^r -was ihejua wounded wide ; 

qua wil Tin-)iink« him in hia mode 
320 mai finde loani tokenis of ^ rode. 
% Our lorde gaf moisea a wande 

to wirke maistri wi[i in hande ; 

snm time was hit worme, sum time jerde, 
324 aa men I.-noghe has aaide and herd« 

l^at wele be takenid. ]>at cipres, 

)>«--of wftH wamiB[t]' moises, 

ba)> in worde and in dede. 
328 quen iaroel of egipt jede, 

of )>at blesaed lambia blode, 

a croH was made in signe of rode ; 

\a at cros had on bam drawen, 
332 our lorde ham ssuid as for his aweu ; 

and al \a o}>«r ware bot tint 

and tajt vn-to )« angels dint. 
If quen |>e nedderes l>at ware fel 
336 stanged )>e folk of iarael, 

quen ]>ai welk in wildeniee, 

vnder ^ warde of sir moyses, 

a nedder waa eette a-pon a tree, 
340 )>at quen )ie atanged mujt se 

|>e nedder on |>e tree )>er hange, 

)iai ware alle warisht of |)ure stange^ 
IT qaen )>ai Bagbc^ as )>ai did oft, 
344 moiaes lift his hende on loft, 

)>e quilist be belde his hende on croice, 

&j herde his awen folk ]>e voice. 

^ quen strife waa a-boute presthede, 

348 in ^ daia a-mange Jie iewca leda, 

to xij. men tajt )iai wandes xij., 

ilkan merkid bis him-aelue, 

and aaide quilk wande beiis blome 
352 auldc baue |)e presthede wi)> dome ; 
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^ Albright an, as je haue herde, 

)« croe a-pon y&t ilk jerde. 
IT HeliseuB on oJwr-wUe 

did a dedemas for to rise ; '■ 

)ie Btaf ]>at he a-pon him did 

)« croase hit bare to tak in hede. 
IT quen dauid fa3t againe Jiat etin 

has he nojt his staf for-jetiu ; 

Tu-to )>e bataile he hit bare, 

miqt na kiuge sqnorde do mare. 

|>e aigue of tav. in aide lawes 

be-takenia croa in our dawes, 

\e men at )>ar wi|i blessed ware 

hit helped ham fra miH-&re ; 

tav and croB ba^ ar as an, 

bot. tav has jerde a-bonen nan. 

of croice in ]>e aide testament 

was mani bisening, qua to cowde tent, 
If croice is, qua-sum^ wil or nay, 

baner of hali kirk to-daj ; 

man has nojt herde |>at fole be lome 

}>at hali croase has viy ham home. 

bot has be-tid, haji now and are, 

)>e leese fol^ oner-come pe mare, 

t«r croice was stad atte anl fijt, 

if )>e dude be tane wi]> rijt. 

Of croB to telle for-gete I nogltt, 

of croa )w formast man was wrojt, 

of croa )« first of alle wifis ; 

of cros god bojt oar saule liuis, 

per-aa he gaf him-self rannaonn, 

and of him-self made gnnianoun. 

]« cros of medicine beris bote, 

ba^ in frute oTid als in rote ; 

in cros hit was for vs {>e flour 

^t we bane }>orou sa grete honour. 
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a riohe liknu ay beris hit, 

hit is ^ heaed of hali writte, 

fonndement. of our clergie, 
392 rewle hit is of halj vie. 

makid hit ib of fonre Knd )ire, 

now is hit talde hot for a tree ; 

nokis fonre ami trees ^ria, 
396 syn ]>e Jirid was done fwr-in. 

In trees (trin and faore porates 

L Tndentande fe vij. artis ; 

of iiij. and iij., qua tellis eyoea, 
400 he sal hit nonmbre make of vij. 

]N>a do to gedder x. and ij. 

^ laghis twin sal ])0u finde aqua ; 

4n z. sal |>oii fiude )>e hdde, 
404 in tale of twa ]>e new is talde, 

man has on croice hia schaping knawew, 

and he him-selfe on idj is drewen, 

ba)i in bodi and saule, I. say ; 
408 ye bodi of elementj twiea tway, 

)>e saule hit has of strengthis |iriu, 

y&t takia of cros yai here wi|) in. 
IT qnen god ])at ordeins alkiu state, 
412 of alle in his for-Jtojt he wate, 

ferlely punuued he an ; 

a cros of tree and no^t <^ stane, 

bot }>at was for to make mende 
416 of fe tree yaX was defende : 

his cros he has iTTojt wttA craft, 

hit beris schap til alkiu shaft. 

wele did moises )>at hit fande, 
420 and danid als )>at fot ]>e wande, 

emd salamon ))at fel hit did ; 

and ho )>at hit fande, qnare htt was hid, 

ehtiue at squa genie hit sojt, 
424 and til our note now has hit br<gt. 
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now pE MALI CB08 WAS FinfDlH BK SEINT I 

ho delt hit wisely aa ho wilde, 
]>Bt fil )>iB werlde hit ia fiilfildtf 
of \it name and of |>e amelle, 
for-j>i is gode Jwr-of to telle. 
Eliue ue walde nojt for lete 
fe naylia, in hende OTtd fete 
)ittt driueu ware ; ful ^ome ho sojt 
til ho ham fond, fond ho nojt, 
a werk of ham ho wT03t fill fine 
In bridel of king costantine ; 
was na cristal ale brijt, 
ne sa ehene to mani eijt ; 
quidder-sum^ he ferde Jiflt aire, 
]>e bridel brijtnes bare of fire ; 
maul )>at aagh ]>at bridel bHjt 
twjTied to J>e g»^oe of goddis mijt. 
coatantine Lam bare iy. jere, 
quea he droghe til his eudii^e nere, 
out to ))e bridil he ham l^t, 
and to be side |>e croia ham ttqt, 
}>at mani vertn Bi]>en wrojt, 
]M>rou mijt of crist jiat ts bojt j 
at costantine Doble and in fraunce 
god has made mani mnstraonce. 

il At saint denis is his cronn, 
wi)> t«i naills redy boun; 
mani man come seke and sare 
ftt )>ture hele had fundin |)are. 

IT now ]>e crois ia brojt til ende, 
]>e croie mijt mote va defends ; 
jqua-8um' Jiis tale can bete*- tende, 
for cristia loue he hit amende j 
)>is tale, qnejw hit be il or gode, 
I fende hit writen of (« rode, 
maai tellis diuerseli, 
' for jiai mai fiude diuerse story, 
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IT )»t ftmde )« croJB be hijt ludas ; someaij 

niade bisshop of !« toun he was, ihecnm, 

and his name was tumid [>ua, 
464 )iat he was calde quiriacus: 
IF quen fuudiu was Jvis hali crois, 

)ie warlaghe aaide on-loft wtt& Toia : — 

"a ha ludas I quat ha« bon done, •ndihit 

468 )>ou has me greued, I wame )>ee eone E^^ 

at )m>u did jjfit croa kijie, 

])ou eaUe rew hit mani 6i|>e ; 

^ron hit ware mani sautig myne, 
472 |)at I am ferde now to tyne ; 

nojt for-Jii I. wil nojt nyte, xindeiii 

fill wele I_^sal fi dedifl quite ; i ms. didit. 

ar-uo}ier kinge gaine >e sal riae hStTn^^. 

476 )>at sal make ]>e to grise, 

oTid do )ie suffer sa mykil shame, 

at {>on sal nite ihasu name ; 

and Ida was saide be tirand an. 
480 |>at quiriac was of si|>en alan : 
U bat fittdia cry quen ludae berd«, Jndmbods 

neuer be mare was he ferde, depurtiuto 

. - , , . . helldMp, 

bot waned he bat quib^r-wme, •■««rfn 

484 and saide, "criat ^t is lorde myne, loinap." 

he deme ]>e in-to belle depe, 

ener in wellande wa to wepe." 

pat ball croie, I of bane red, ThaCrwii 

488 quar-on ihe«Ms for vs was apred, 

hit ia our abilde and our apere, 

againis {>e feinde for to were; 

ilk day in were we weinde 
492 bot )iat ih««u ve grace sende, 

))oroa ]>e crois a-gaine ^ fende 

to be onr aocour at our ende. 



■nuudntt 



iiizedbv Google 



vn. 



EXPOSITION OF THE HOLT ROOD*. 



bkiulUMtito 



vmnttht 
BoljrSgnal. 

Dhnwltlitba 
IrtHitlon of 
dalioylug It, 

bukfoifMir. 



In fealo exaUaaonia scmele erueit. 

A king sum tyme in cuntrfi was, 
pat had to u&me kiog ohodroas, 
A son he bad ]>at waa his ayre, 
And o]>er menz^ many and faire. 
Of )« contr^ of pars was be king, 
And all )>e land at his dedeing. 
He gert ilk cet^ and ilk toime 
Vnto his biding be so boune, 
pat in a trone up he him sett, 
And cumand }iam vitb-owten lett 
pat king of kinges y&i sold him call. 
And allso god grettest of all, 
And lord of lordes both loud and still, 
And none on melde' mete him untilt. 
Zit was iiogbt {lis in ^t seaowne 
Inogh till his confusione ; 
Bot to ierufalem he went. 
And sUd all snld be scbamely schent 
pat trowed on crist or on bis lay. 
par-to he dose all y&t he may, 
In ierusalem Jiaire kirkea he stroyde. 
And cristen men fill gretly noyed. 
He tioke bis wsi |>aa to )>« graue 
Wbare crist was layd J)at TS sail sane, 
It to destroy with all his mayn ; 
Bot for ferdnes be turned ogayne, 
And durst do no thing at )>e kyrk, 



iiizedbv Google 



EXPOSITION O? THE HOLY ROOD. 1X9 

28 Bot wikkedlf fo^ gao he wirk. 

Saint Eline be uobill queue, Tii«o«mtJi« 

pat lang bifore his t^e had bene, SStomdlSB 

Faud ]>e cros' ]>at meu cald )« rode, > hs.cwi. 

32 pat ihefuc died on for cure gude, jwiLiun, 

And to ieniBaleni echo it broght, 

And gnuthed it Jiare als hir gude tht^ht, it'''i'ih°^'* 

In siluer aud go[l]d al bideue, widgoid. 

36 For jiat it suld be kepid clene, 

And yat same kirk gert scbo make 

Corioslj for )>at croB aake, 

For meu enld hald ]>at haly tre 
JO In honore aU it aw to be. 

Bot |nB Uk king chosdrooss'. 

When he wist whare fis ilk cros was, 

He gert his men with grete majBtry 
44 Hane it forth mth him in hj 

Out of iernsalem cet^, 

And broght it whare him liked to he. 

When he waB (iiih cnmen home ogayn, I 

48 Of his iorn^ he was fill fayue, 

And haetili t'an' gert he di^it 

A f&ire tonre all off siluer bright ; 

He made it nobilly for |>e nanes, 
62 Within all fill of preciuB Btanes. 

A troue of gold )>ariu he sett, 

With precma Btanes all ouer plett, 

And ]>arein gert he g&ylj dyght, 
56 Like son and mone and Btemes bright ; 

Also zit gert he mak ]Mrin 

Propirteae by preu^ gyu, 

pat it was like untill a beuyn ; 
60 And rayn )>arfro cnmand ful euyu 

And preu^ whiatlls war omang 

Made euyn like to angels Bai^. 

pare in Jiat toure als him gude tht^ht, 
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A Bege antill him self he wrt^ht, 

And |>are he gert with mekill pride 

Set |ie half cro8 him biside. 

par ala a god he gat in stall, 

Ai(d so he bad men enld him call. 

His kingdom and all hia riallt^, 

Vntill his aim half gaf he ; 

And on ^is wise ^t carat caytine 

In maumetiy wold lede his line. 

And ao he did full many a day 

Ledeaud |)e folk in fendes lay. 

j>uB with \>e denil we lat him dwell, 

And of his son I aall now tel). 

A nobill king of cristendum, 

pat namen was heraclinm, 

Was gouemowre of grete [empire] 

Soticrainly als lord and syre; 

Childer he had and worthly wife. 

In criatea law he led his life. 

pan ])is aon of chosdroas 

In hia hert euill angerd was 

pat |)is criat^) king had name 

More ]>an he or hia aire at home. 

parfore he ordand him in by. 

And gaderd a grete cumpani 

Of aarzina by big aaaent j 

And with fid grete ost es he went. 

With )iis cristen king to fight, 

And to destroy him if he might. 

Bot Boue eraclius herd tell, 

Of [lia falshed how it bi-fell. 

He ordand him full hastUy 

Of cristen men grete cnmpany. 

Bot ala it was onre lordes will. 

When aither come o|>er vntil), 

In place whare {lai swid batayl take, 
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100 On |>is wisae gan J«i couenant make. TbBion(« _ 

A water was fam twa by-twene, £""11^^ 

. And a brig all ouer it clene. SnSlt'b'* 

pe Barzjn was mekill of brede aud lenth, EK'tm^SS 

104 And traUted mikill in his awin atrenkth. riJ^*^"" 

parfore fis forward gan he ma ™^iS 

To do ye batail bitwU J«m twa. ungih, uS 

And )iat fe criatend man suld mete hi»» coiT']'*' 

108 In middes be brig was ouet be brira, tnmsdmuoh 

And whe^ so might m^tri win itrenitb. 

On his aide suld |>e bataill blin ; offrmqueror 

And he suld haue in bis pouatS S«^™ 

112 All |)at )>d bath bad, land and fe. 

To fis coaenant assented J>ai bath, bMhMif" 

And (Hirto band ^i ]>am with ath, b!^^'"'^ 

pat if |«ire men on ow])ir side IriTim wh 

116 Come forto help )>am in J.at tide, ISi^^T^SilS^ 

pai sold be cut for f«ire iomay, *^^^^^ 

paire armea and [laire le^es oway, to tiistr™"' 
And so be hasten in )« flode, 

120 And Bane )>am suld none erthly gnde. 
When bath fe sides war sworn Jjar-till, 

pis couenand lely to fulfill, ims. form 

J)e twa lordes' on )« brig' met, 'Ms.brinn. 

124 And Mfer hard on ojer set, MiTih"^ 

Ful fast jiare faght >ai tow in fere, Ji^.nd^ 

And none o)wr durat negh ^am nere. Sw™™'' 

pan cristen men, with hertes fre, ^u.'*''^^ 

128 Prayed to ihe«u crist, ]>at be uST^ri*' 

■ Suld send Jtaire prince }>e victory, ul^cio^ 

Ala he for Jiam on rode wald day, o wjLhe auw 
And all |w prtued )>au with a voice i-~ 

132 "Thurgh vertu of Jji haly croyce, 
Whar-thurgh Jion wan J>e Tiotori 
Of |>e fende, oure fals enmy, 
pou grante )iis day oure prince to wyn 
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pe muBtri ouere zou fals Barzyn." 
On )>iB tnanere all prayed ^ai faatj 
And iheffwc herd )>am at fe la§t, 
And ordaud to his trew serwaad 
Of J)e Bamin to hawe ouer' hand. 
And to destroy him in Jiat place. 
Blieced be he fat gaf alike grace. 
Sone when ]>e eargilna saw )>iB sight, 
How Jiaire maister to ded was dight, 
Swilk drede in hert had [lai ilkan^ 
pat |)ai obliet ]>am noght allane, 
To hald )ie conenand made byforne, 
Bot new athea all haue |)ai sworn, 
With eracliuB forto stand, 
In ill and gude, with hert and band, 
And wilfully all hale hete )>ai, 
Forto leue on criatea lay, 
And forto bycnm cristen men, 
And cmt for faire god euer to ken. 
Sone when eractins saw )>at sight. 
He resayued )>am with hert ful light, 
And cownaaild ^eja with wordes fre, 
pat {lai Buld all baptist be. 
And trow in crist with gude entent, 
And to his saw all |)ai assent 
So war |)ai baptist all ]mt day, 
And lifed euer in cristes lay. 
Teraclius' when ^ia was done, 
In-to pers puruud him fill sons,' 
And with him all ]>at cnmpany 
pat bifore lifed in maumetry. 
And als he went thui^h-out t>at land, 
All )>e folk )>at he )>are fand 
Oujier war |i^ baptist sone 
Or els )»ai war vnto ded done, 
pua conqnert he all jiat cnntr^, 
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172 Till he come tyll {^t same cet€, 
Whare Coedroos bo sitand ea 
Als A god in grete reches. 
Into [-e tonre he went fiill sone 

176 And fand him sitand in his troue. 
Dubbed obnt vith pridua stanes, 
And dight fill nobilly for \ie nanes. 
Biside him atode ])at haly tre 

180 pat )>ai had BOght so forto ae ; 
And Bouerainly for jiat tre sake, 
Wirschip to him gan )iai make, 
pan cosdroas was full affi^id, 

184 And ]nis Eraclius to liim said: — 
"If ))0 will haue )>i life in land, 
Als Z Ba;^ sail )>on vnder-stand, 
For )iou has done yia tre honore, 

168 pat bare ihMU oure aanjore ; 
All if |>on did it noght for him 
Ynto )>e-grante I life and lym. 
At {le reuerence of j>is haly tre, 

192 If Jk) will trow in ihesu ire, 
And forsake all ])i mawmettj, 
pat }iou and \a folk yh a^, 
And turn ^ unto ilusu crist, 

198 And in his name will be baptist, 
pi life in land ]iau haae )k>u sail 
And all )>i kii^^om still withall. 
And if ]>on will noght do Job rede 

200 With my swerd Jwu sal be dede." 

pis Barzin wald noght turn his mode. 
To leue bis &!b goddes for no gude. 
parfore EracliuB ful sone 

204 Strake of his beuyd with-outen hone. 
And bad ]>at he Bul[d] haae beriiug, 
By-caus ]>at he bad bene a king, 
pan |)ai toke )>at baly tre, 
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With fill grete solempaiM, 
And bare it^ furth so |>tuu omang, 
With himpneB and Trith nobil sang, 
Aad all ]>e folk |)an war ta\ glad, 
pat fax ]>is bal^ tre ytiB had. 
Hamward )>ai toke |)e way in hy, 
With mekill mirth and melody; 
And als |)ai come in )>e strete, 
Douo ouer ye mownt of olynete, 
Als it fell in ]M>re iomay, 
To ienualem jie redy vay, 
Gruthly forth )>ai held |>e gate, 
Ynto |)ai come till J>at ilk zate, 
Whare ihe«uc crist went in fill playn. 
When he come Jieder at mffer payn ; 
And mekill folk of ^t same tonne, 
pat var cumen with praceasiowne, 
For wirachip of |>e haly tre, 
And snm. )iat reall sight to ae, 
EracliuB him self gan ride 
Bifor |>o prese with mekill pride. 
And o]>er lordes )>at with him ware, 
pe haly cros oma[h]g )iam hare. 
And ])ua, with grete aolempnit^, 
Entred )>ai to ^t cet^. 
Bot when ^lai neghed Jie zatea nere, 
pis meruaill fell on )>is manere. 
pe zates, )>at bifore war wide, 
Closed aamyn aone in fiat tyde, 
pat kenyng of zate waa )>are nane, 
Bot all cloaed alia a wall of atone, 
So )>at )>ai might no takning ae. 
On whilk syde fai suld hane enttl 
Sone when {lai saw fiis wonder dede, 
Id |)aire hertes |iai had grete drede. 
Eraclius* and o{>er ma. 
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244 When .)>ai saw )«t it was Bwa, hu^'"^ 

pai praied ih«nw onre Bawiowre ood^?^ 

In |iat caae {>am to aocoure, en,. 

Thargh aertu of {«t baly tre, 
248 pat J>ai might win to Jiat cet^. 

puB pmed ]»ii all with drerf steayn, 

HeneaTid up Jxtire heuidea till heuyn ; 

And bIs {lai toked bo np on bight, [•»!.>.} 

252 pu Baw aue ftngell achineand bright, looked up to 

Eqjh opoD be wall atandand, muii^ 

•^ ' , . ■ , Ihllling bii^ 

And ye aigne of )« cros in his hand; iiudiuan 

He stode obouen whare J)e zate Buld be, Sb'^u?* 

256 And Hr wordea on yia wiae aayd be. lhi!Ilfh»'iSiiH 

He said, "when oriat of heuyn king, MJwchmt 

pat lord ea. of all erthly thing, SS^'tH"*' 

pis same wai to jris ceW went, ^4)^^^ 

260 pare forto suffer' grefe tnnnent, "mb.mkAt. 
In at )iis zate be toke ]>e way, 
Bot he come all on ojier array. 

Orete hors for him none ordand was, hone, bat 

264 Bot sitand on a aimple ass; iimpieBHi 

He waa noght cled in kingea clething, Ham not 

Bot pouerly went he in all thing ; doOiiog, but 

He went nogbt with grete minetralay, pmhj— no* 

268 Bot in his prayers ful preuely : St rtP" 

Ensaumple suthly forto gif ™"^- 
To )iam |)at in hig lav wald lif. 
In him to trow with trew entent, 

272 And mekely to weude ala he went." 

When bla was stud, he went up euyn, iiiTinEtbiu 

r rf ' epoken, the 

With grete light, till oure lord in heuyn. ■"«■• 

pe Emparoure fan Eracliua ji«ven. 

276 Ful hertly thanked dere iheswc; ^j!|*to'°* 

And all I* folk Jiat with hiw ware SS^TJ^. 
War ful feine of bia ferly fere. 

' ■' Ua tlien got 

Sone of his Btede doun cs he light, offhuhon^ 
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BXP08ITI0H OF THK HOLT BOOD. 

And kest of all his clething bright, 
Hia corowa and hia kinges array 
And his dubbing he did oway, 
And barefot went he on his fete, 
Bereand ^ oxn* by |>e Btreta 
And on )>ia maner did )iu all. 
And when ]>e king come nere ^ wall, 
It opind and wex zatee wide, 
AIh it had bene bifor )iat tyde. 
pai entred )>an with aolempne sang, 
Ful mekill mirth was ^m oma[n]g ; 
And )>e cros bare (lai ))am bitwene. 
Till {« stede whare it bifore had bene. 
And up [lai Bet it really. 
And honord it ala was worthl 
pat day )iare, thnrgh )ie cora allane, 
War miracles wroght fill maniane, 
Of sere blind men ^t had {wire sight, 
And crokid men war made ful ri^t ; 
Of porleay war helid grete wane, 
And dam and defe fol maniane j 
And leprons men had hele in baste. 
And ont cJ many war deuils chaste. 
pus war ))ai held fnl grete plenty, 
Thui^h vertra of [Jiat] haly tre, 
pat bare ihesu oure sawiowre, 
Tnto him be euer hooowre. 



iiizedbv Google 



VIII. 
DISPDTB BETWEEN MABY AND THE CROSS*. 
Ditputaeio inter Mariam et Crucmt, i 
I. 




0" 



■\ure ladi freo', Oargmnint 

on Eode treo*, ^JH^.. 

made hire mou: 
Heo Beide on )«' 
^ firuit of me' 
ia wo bigon: 
Mi fruit !■ aeo' 
in blodi bleo- 
Among bis foD, 
Serve I- aeo-, 
^ Teines fleo- 
from blodi bon ; 
Oos' I ]>ou dost DO trou^ ', 
On a pillori' my frtiit to pinne, 
He hup no spot' of Adam sinne; 
Flesch- and veines' non fleo a-twinne, 
Wberfbre I' rede of routhe* : 



II. 

F0&- )ii bondes schul ben blamed, 
Mi fayre fruit' )iou hast bi-gyledj 
pe fruitea Mooder- was neuere a-&med, 
Mi Tombe is feir-, fonnden vn-fujled ; 
Chyld- whi arton not a'Schamed 



c 
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DISPUTE BETWEEN MAEY AND THE CE08S. 

On a pylori' to ben T-pUedl 
Grete lewes' |iu8 weore gnuued, 
And dyede* for heore verkes wyled ; 
In moumyng' !■ may meltef 
Mi fruit' )>Bt is BO boli halwed, 
In a feeld' is fouled- and fidwed ; 
Wiji grete leww he ia galwed, 
And dje|>' for Monnefl gelte : 



pa 



lOr grete lewes' galwes were grei)>ed, 
pat euer to Robbyng- Ronne ryf; 
Whi scbal my sone" on f« beo leid, 
pat ueuer nuyjed- mon nor wyf) 
*^ A drinke of dej>- sojtlicbe Beid, 

Cros fou jeuest' )>e lord of lyf ■. 
His veynes to bursten' wif {>i breid, 
Mi fruit atont nou* in a stroDg atryf ; 
Blod from bed- is bayled. 
Fouled' 19 my fayre fruit, 
pat nener dude' tripet ne tniit 
Wi)t )ieuea )>at loueden- ryot and rait; 
Wbi Bchal my sone- be nayledl 



IV. 



lorw; IngeiAent' |>od art en-Ioynet 
To bere fooles', fill of sinne : 



looKfoUof 

Hx»Dihoaid ^' ^•'"^ ^^ 1*' ^jIiiWb '>«<*'» ensoynet, 

•ikT'mto And nenere bis blod' vppon )« rinue ; 

bil{[)dianiD But nou is tru^e' wi}i treaun teynet, 

wBhtiiitTw Wi]) (woues to fconge', fer in fenne ; 

far in an. Wi|) fcolo Tiajlea- bis limes ben feynet, 

^nn^ A careful Moder men mai me kenne, 

»;2r"** III Bales' I' am bonnde! 
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DISPDTB B£TWEKN MAJIY AND THE CB03S. 

pat fruit waa' of a Maydea bom, 
Oq a feoaee tre* ia al to torn ; 
A Broobe- jwrw-out hia brest bo[r]ii 
HiB holl herte' ba)) wounde : 



133 



rrire )>ou art loked' bi (>e lawe 

J- peoueH' trMtoura- on |>e to d[ejye, 

But now b trou]>e' wi)> tresuu drawe, 

60 And vertu' falle}> in vices weye; 

But loue' and treu[>e', in Boytaat aawe, 
On a treo' traytoura- hem teye, 
Vertu ifl- wiy vices slawe : 

64 Of alle vertues' my sone is keye, 
Vertu' Bwettore )>en spiceaf 
In fot' and' bond* berefi blodi prikke, 
His bed b fill of (wmes- {>ikke, 

68 pe goode boDge)>' a-moug ^e wikke, 
Vertu dye|) vriji vices- ; 



TniUiUdli- 

SSI 

viM (t.e.b 



VI. 

Tre vnkynde '. yoM scbalt be kud, 
Mi Bone step-Moder- I- )ie calle : 
Mi fruit Tvas bom- wi|) beeateB on bed, 
And be my flescb' my flour gau &lle, 
Wiji my breBtes' my brid I- fed ; 
Croa- (>ou jeuest bim' Eyael- and Galle ! 
Mi ivbite Roae' Red ia spred, 
pat fostred was in- a fodderes stalle ; 
Feet- and fayre hondes ! 
pat nou ben croiaed- T custe bem ofte, 
I' lulled liem' I- leid bem Bofte ; 
Cros |Kin boldest hem- bi3e on lofte 
Bounden- in bledyng bondes' ! 



Mj child mi 
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DISPUTE BBTWEEN UABT ABD THE CB0S3. 



Ood> 



M" 



i tone' i-loUed vp in J« oyr, 
Wi(i crftdel bond- I- gan him bymde, 
iTuiB cnm ^^'™^ *•* Btikey nou' on j)i eteir, 

Jj^i^Sl Naked a-jeyn* f-e wylde wynde: 

ro^wJu' Foules foormea heor nestes' in jft eyr, 

Woluea in den- reste ]>ei ^de, 
Bot Oodee eone', in heuene heir, 
His bed Dou leone|>' on jwrneB tynd^ 
™^j^ b* Of Moomyng' !■ may mynne '. 

Godes hed' h»^ reste non, 
But 1eonet>' on his Beholder bon ; 
pe {Kimes' ))Orwh his flesch gon, 
Hia WO' !■ wyte hit Binne : 



vin. 



CTOB to 



fayre fruit* (lou bereet frt> blis ; 

toniaimat Cros )iou boldest him so beih on bem^, 

I tfamii DDt Mi &uiteB feet' I' mai not kis ; 

[|^*»^™/ Mi mouji I' pulte', my sweore I' atreijt 

b|j^*»|-^ To cuBse hia feet', ao^ )>iiig hit is: 

tLrov^m.fioni pg jewea* from t« ck« me keijt, 

^^"t^ On me' (lei made heore monwes amis, 

tSS'^i™*' Heore games' and heore gaudesf 

lokM. pe lewee wroujteu" me ful wo ; 

bttntaj Cros' r fynde' |>oa art my fo, 

bine^ nions pou bereat my brid', beten bio, 

niNittUeTH. A-mong Jieose fooles fraodea' : 



C 



IX. 

nstes cro8' jaf onswere: — 
Ladi to fie- I* owe honour, 
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DISPUTE BBTWSEN UAEY AUD THE CBOaS. 

{H brihte palmes* nou I' bere ; 

112 Mi Bctyning Bchewe(>' forw f>i flour, 
pi feire fruit' on me giiinej> tere ; 
pi fruit me floriscbe])' in blod eolour 
To wimie )« world- jiat lay in lure; 

116 pat Blosme Blomed' vp in )>i bour, 
Ac not for ^- al-one£ 
But for to winne' all )>iB world, 
pat ewelte' Tndur (w denelee awerd : 

120 porw feet and bond- God let him gerd, 
To A-meude monnes mone- : 



A 



XI. 

Pe Btipre' |)at ia vnder {le vyne set 
May not bringe- forti )>e grape; 
peih )>e fruit' on me beo knet, 
His scbaipe echour' b&ue I' not scliape : 
Til grapea' to })e presse beo set 
per renneji' no red wyn' in rape ; 



""JliiiS" 






dam dude' fbl huge harmes, 

Whon he bot A bite' vndnr a bouh, 

Wlierfore (li sone' tafi sprad his Armee, _^_ 

On a tree tyed' wiji teone I-nouh ; IJJ^' 

Hia flesch' is smite wi)> de)>eB [lanueB, g^in^yt 

And Bwelteji heer-in' a swemly swouh ; hii aah i> 

His Breste is bored' wi)> d«|>efi swarmea^ dnth'sdim 

And wib his deb' fro deb he drouh hodnina 

/ ■woonLng 

Alle' his leoue freondea ! ^nt. 

As Ozie spac' in propbeoie nwim: 

. , .,„...,.,. -iHiudeitl 

And aeioe — pi aone aeinte Mane, ■>«• dmui, 

Hia de)>' slouj de)>' on Caluarie, [fai.3i<, 

3af lyf' wijKiuten endes'": et^miiue 
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DltlFUTE BBTWEBN HASV AND THB CROSS. 

\euere presse* preBsed bet, 

!■ presee wyn* for kniht and knape : 

Yp-oa a Blodi brinke 

I' preeee a grape*, viXh strok and stryf, 

pe Eede -wja- renae)) ryf : 

In Samaritsne' God jaf a wyf 

pat leof licoar to drynke : 

XII. 

LAdi- loue do|> |>e to al^ge 
|K &uit is prikked' wi]i speres ord : 
On Croa', wiji-oaten knyues egge, 
I' kerue hniit' of godes hord ; 
AI is al red', Rib- tmd Ri^;ge, 
ffia bodi blede))' a-jeyn )>e bord ; 
I- was piler- and bar a bru^^e, 
God b wtae; witnesse of word j 
God Bei|> be is- so}ifast weye '. 
Mony folk slod- to belle slider. 
To heuene' mibte no mon )>ider, 
'HI god dyed' and taajte wbider 
Men drawen' wbon |>ei dye' : 

xia 

Moyses haj" fourmed-, in bis figonr, 
A* wbit lomb', and non ojier beste 
Scbulde be sacred vr saueonr, 
And be mete of mihtes meate; 
I' was )>at cheef chargeonr, 
I- bar fiescb- for folkes feste; 
Ihesu crist' vre saueonr 
He fedeji" bofw lest and meste, 
Bosted- a-jeyn }ie sonnef 
On me lay )>e lomb of lone. 
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DISPUTE BETWEEN UABT AITD THE CROSS. 

I' was plater' his bodi a-boue, 
172 Til feet' and hondea' al-to cloue, 
WiJ> blood' I' was bi-ronne : 



XIV, 

3 it Moysea' in Rule ba}i rad, 
We schulde ete vr lomb' in sour vergeons; 
Sour vo^teous mai make- vr soules glad, 
To serwe sore' for eunnes ours; 
Qour vergeouB achal make' Jw deuel a-drad, 
For te fleccheji' fro godes spous; 
Beo a staf- etonde)> sad, 
WhoD je fongen fleach' in godea boos, 
pat staf' is CriBtes Crouche i 
Stondeji atifli' bi ])at stake, 
Wlion )iat je fongen' flesch in Cake, 
pen Bcbal no feond' maystri make, 
3ottre soules for to touche: 



XV. 

TjVir pordoun Bchewe)>- be a shrine, S3M"itri ' 

188 -*■ Wiji nayl' and brede* on bord is smite, E^BlS!mi.Bd 

Bede lettres' write be lyne, biiwk.bi». 

Bluwe' Blake' a-mong men pite : cbriM. 

Vr lord I* likne' to |)i8 signe, ™"'°^rd 

192 His bodi' vppon a bord' was bite, wll^iiS^ 

InBriht blod' his bodi gan schyne; ISS^ISli 

Hou wo him was- may no mon wite, '^^^ 

Red vp-on )« Boode ! ou?%rfon 

196 Vr pordoun brede', from top too to, mhUbo^ 

Writen hit was" wiJi wonder wo, iw. 

Wif Rede woundes' and atrokes bio, Om book mu 

Vre Book" was bounden in bloode' : Wood. 
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DISPUTE BBTWSMitt MARY AND THE CBOSS. 






MdHlO 



woodarDiil 



Adam* e 
In ] 



I Bitter galle* hia gost he dreint; 
A-jeyn ^t galle' <Jod jaf va mede, 
Wi)i swete M^vi' Bitter is quejnt ; 
His Bodi iras Book* |>e Croa was brede, 
Whon crirt for ts' )»«r-on was cleynt : 
^r^Hfam No mon gat pardonw wij) no bede, 

^^^ Weor he neuere- ho sely a aeynt, 

eierwVtwd '^'^ book On bord" was eprad '., 

v^™ia ^']' sbarpe nayles- dtmted and driu^ 

fifes'*" Til feet- and bondee- al-to Hue; 

■wi^ma. His herte blod- vre book ha)> jiue, 

drirsnwiui To make' tt goBtes glad : 

•barp nsli^ 

~"" XVII. 

^°l\^'' /^riatos CroB- jit apac )iia speche 

^'™w*'^ Furat was !■ presae- wyn to wrings, 

gJ^I^J^ I* bere a Bragge-, wei to teohe, 

per aemely Aungeles' sitte and synge : 
Lord of loue' and lyuea lecbe 
For ]>e was aet" sely aacrynge, 
To winne (>e world- fat waa in weche; 
pe Ores waa brede', pordoun to bringe, 
Pardoun' In book ia billed '. 
What is pordoan- vppon to minne^ 
Hit is forjiuenee' of dedly ainne; 
Wbon blod waa writen* on cristea kinue, 
Pardoun waa' fulfilled : 



i^ure ladi seide' Gros of )a weik 

'-' Wonder (le not', t«ij !■ be wrojw, 
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DIBPUTK BETWBES «AEY ASD THE CEOSa. 189 

228 pUB Beide Fonle', CristeB clerk; — Tbthujen, 

pe feoUe lewes', wi)> felte o|«, fa dun im, 

lewes- Bton hard, in Bianw merk, m^^W 

Beoten a lomb' vi)>-outeD lojio, SS^lSw 

232 Softnr Jien watur' Tndur aerk, S«li'^rt 

Meode- or Milk- medled bojw; tSXk 

pe lewes' weoren karde stones f h»™i^" 

Softnr ^n w&tw" or eny licoor, iiewonitia 

236 Or dew} >at li)i- on |>e lilie flour '<^chlli^(-. 

Was cristes bodi' in blod colour, umxi; 
. pe lewea wolden' ba broken his bonee* : 



And mony A prophete' gan make mon, 
And eeide' "lord send us yi lomb 

Ont of ye wildemesees aton, 

To fende vs' from jw lyon cromp :" 

Of mylde mount of 8yon 
244 Be-cont mon% In A Maydens womb, 

Uade a bodi', viy blessed bon, 

In a Maidens blod' |ii bodi flomb : 

At Barreres' weore debate f 
248 ponr; stones' In )>e wilderaes 

Men mijte better* ha crepet I'-wia, 

pen bored' in-to heuene blis. 

Til blod' brae vp ^e jate* : 



Sin monnes eone* was so nedi, 
To beo lad' wi)i lomb mylde, 
Whi weore gylours' so gredi 
For to defonle' my faire cMldel 
CroB whi weore (wn* so redi 
To rende my fruit", feor in fylde) 
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DISPITTE BETWEEN HART AND THE CBOSS. 



nplla:! 



Ladi to make' )>e deuel dredi, 

GkKl Bchop me a scheld', achame to scHilde, 

Til lomb of loue' dyede ! 

And on me jeld {>e goet' wi)i toIb; 

I' was chose' a Relik ehois, 

pe Bigae of Jhega cristes crois, 

per dar no deael' a-byde : 



XXI. 

Moni folk !■ fende" from heore foa : 
Cristes Croa- (>>» sawes seide: — 
Heuene }ates' weore closed clos 
Til |ie lomb' of loue djede, 
pis is write' in tiz.t' and glos : 
Aftnr Cristea dey prophetes preide : 
Til |>e lomb of loue- dyed and ros 
In belle pjne' monkynde was teyde : 
At honre of bis none '. 
pe lomb of lone- seyde his )iou)t — 
Non is folfuld' |>at wel is wroujt, 
A Mon is out of bondes broujt 
And henene dorea' vndone: 

xxn. 

Wi|> )« Fader' |iat al schal fol&Ile, 
His aone to henene is an help, 
I' was piler' and stod ful atille : 
After o|iw jiftes' now gostes jelp, 
pe fend' )>at al |>is world wolde kille, 
Hia Bwerd be pnlte vp' in his kelp; 
To belle be borlede- from )>at hille, 
Beeiynge' as a Beore whelp : 
A beore is bounden- and beted '. 
Cristes CroB- ba)i craked his croun, 
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DISPUTE BBTWBBN HAKY AND THS CROSS. 

pe lomb ba]> leid' |>e Ljoun a-doun; 
pe lomb is lord' in eaeri toiin, 
So Cristes blod' ba}i pleted : 



IQ holy writ' |)iB tale is herde, 
pat goode jiftes' god vs ;af; 
Qod Bei|> Mm-self' he is schepherde. 
And vche an heerde- bi-houe]i a staf; 
pe Cros' I* calle' (« heerdes jerde, 
per-wiji fe deuel' a dunt be jaf. 
And Vfiji )>e jerde' )>e wolf he verde, 
Wi]> dunt«s' drof him al to draf : 
pe Cros- fiis tale tolde! 
pat he was staf- in ]>e heerdes bond, 
Wbon Bchep breken' out of heore bond, 
pe wolf he wered' out of lond 
pat denoured' crietes folde : 



TTisimith ha 
guveUiadeYU 
■ dint, and 



XXIV. 

3 it seide' Jie Meke Marie — 
Roode* ^u reendest mj Rose al red : 
preo lewes coomen* from Caluari 
pat day |iat Ih««u Jioled ded, 
Alle {>ei eeideu- |>ei weore son, 
For-dolled- in a dronknyng dred; 
pei tolden hem alle* wberfore* and whi 
Heore hertea were colde-, as lumpyng led ; 
pe fiirste' heore tale tolde '. 
WhoD crist waa knit* wttA corde on a atok 
His bodi bledde' a-jein |>at btok, 
porw feet and hondes- nayles gan knok, 
pen gan myn herte' to colde' : 



" On (be 
CnmCbiW* 
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ttlSPUTK BBTVSBN MABY AJTD TUX CS03S. 



pE 



'^E Secoande aeide aay- not Jwt' 

pat dude serwo' iu-to mja terte schete; 

S^^^iM Bat yrium ye Boode ros' and daan vu Hqoa^ 

■nMwhutt* pe uayles' renten Utd bondes and feete, i 

a* ocoM porw-out Lis helm- pa hardo hat 

■j^Mi pe ^meg' in-to hie fleech gan crepe, 

uAnS^- ^^ loyntes" vn-Ioynet' !■ tok good gatj 

JjJ*""^ po weop I- w&ter and teres leete, i 

2**^ *^ To care I' was enclyned '. 

^J* ** In cloddres of blod" his her was clunge, 

S^^^ pe flesch was &om- ^e bones swonge, 

HtlSnd. Druije drinkelee- was his tonge, i 

wttK,mi His lippea to clonen' and diyned': 



pE 



XXVI. 

|E (ridde seide- fiis [louhte me lest 
Of ))eose peynes- and o|>er mo, 

im'ttMM pis peyne )>onhte me' pejne mast ; 332 

»*egrt^ Al hie flesch- he let of flo, 

^STb* H'* ^yl''^ Moder- stod him nest, 

ilS^^I^ Loked vpward- And hire was wo, 

»^2ta2S, A Hwerd swapped hire- l»rw ^e brcst : 336 

cm'^ Out of J)e CTOS" t« knyf com l>o, 

tim. pia eiht sauh I- my-Belue ! 

binnB pe swerd of lone- \otw hire gan lannce, 

atJtwitr Hco Bwapte on swownvng- >orw (wt chaunce ; 340 

AiMtdbafan '^*' Bcomen hire' l>ei gan daimce, 

^^iw lewes' bi ten- and twelue': 



xxvn. 

in lewes made* so mnchel moo, 
To aeon my brid-, bounden in brere, 
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DT8FUTI BETWKBN HABT AUD TEE CROSS. 

In Bad Berwyng' moste I' gon- 

To eeon blodi- vaj chyldes cbere: 

FadreB' and Uodres' ^t wslken in won 

Schul loae heore children' beo skiles clere; 

PeoBe two loues* weore in me al-on, 

For fader and tnoder' I' was het'e, 

peoee two loues' in me weore dalt ' 

I- waa fader' of his flesch, 

His Moder hedde* an herte nesefa, 

Mi Berwe Sowed' aa mter fresch, 

Weopyng* and wo- I- wait : 



XXVIII. 

356 TN me weore tacched' sorwes two, 
-'- In )« fader' mihte non a-byd^ 
For he was eiure' in reste and Ro, 
loyned- in his loj'es wjde, 

360 I' serwed flore' for to sei bo : 

I' B&j whon )>at my derlyng dide, 
Wi}> duntes' he was to de)>e i-do, 
Vp-on a tre' his bodi waa aoyled ; 

364 Whon troQ]>« \b tolA- and darted i 
Of alle loyes' God is welle, 
per mihte no serwe' in him dwelle, 
I' aerwed sore* as Clerkea telle, 

368 Mi pyne- was not departed' : 



AMbn^lod 



XXIX 

PE hattorfi loue* )« caldore care, 
Whon frendeB fynde- heore fruit 
pe dispitons lewes- nolde not spare, 
Til trie fruit' weore tore and toyled ; 
Neuer Mayden' Moumede mare, 
I' saah my child' ben surded and aoyled. 



iiizedbv Google 



DISPOTB BETWEEN HABY AJID THE CKOB8. 

Myn herte to-clef' wi)) awerd of care ; 

I- Bauj my brid' wttA blod bem-oyled', 876 

As Symeon- eeide beo-fom '. , 

pt Bwerd of serwe', scharp I--grou»de, 

Schulde jiae' myn herte a wounde ; 

In more wo' t^eo I* was bounde 380 

Neuere buirde' ha)> bom' : 

XXX. 

T^E dede' worfily gan wake, 

J pe dai twrned' to nihtea dotme, 

pe Merke Mone' gan Moumyng make, 384 

pe lyht out leop' of |>e sonne, 

pe temple wallee' gaa chiuere' and schake, 

Veilea in jie temple' a-two Jwi sponne : 

CroB' whi noldeBtou not crake, 388 

Wliou rihtful blod' on |>e was ronne, 

And kuyndoB' loaten heore kendef: 

Whon my fruit' on J>e was &st> 

CroB' whi weore jwu not a-gButt 392 

pow stod stlf' as eny mast, 

Wbon lyf' left yp hia endc: 

XXXI. 

TTTion |)at Prince* of ParadyB 
»» Bledde- boJ« brert" and bak; 396 

An he]>ene clerk' was seint Denys, 
He aeide' fia world' wente al to wrak, 
He eauj ^ planetes paaeen' out of heiv pris, 
pe britte sonne' gan waien blak; 400 

pe Clerk' )>at waa bo wpnderly wys 
Wonder wordes' (>er he spak, 
Denys' [lis grete Clerk seidef 
pe day of doom- drawe)i to an ende, 404 
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Al TT knyndeg* ha{i lost vr kende; AUiWngidid 

Til God \iat dyed- for vch a kuynde Iw'eOi'JSi 

For Monnea kuynde deyde- : T^ISn^ 



XXXII. 

408 THouleB fellen- out of heore flitt, 

-^ BeesteB gan Belwe' in eueri binne : 

Oos- whon Crist' on )>« was cliht, 

Whi noldestou not' of monmyng minnet 

412 pe Cros seide' ladi briht, 

I- bar ones |)i fruit' for monnes sinne, 

More to amende' moDnes riht 

pen for eny weoljie- ^at I' gan winne ; 

416 Wi> blod- God boujte his brof«rf 
Whon Adam' Godes biddyng brak ; 
He bot a bite' Jiat made vb blak, 
Til fruit weore tied- on treo wi{i tak", 

420 0' fruit- for ano|>er- : 



XXXIII. 

Sin Cristes Oob- fiat kepejf jifte 
Grannted' of )« fadres graunt, 

I- waa loked- I" echulde vp-lifte 
424 Godes sone' and maydenea taunt, 

No Mon beddc" echeld of eobrifte; 

pe deuel atod lyk' A lyon raumpannt, 

Mony folk' In-to belle he clihte, 
428 1^1 fe crosaeB dunt- ;af him a daunt ; 

Mi dedes are bounden' and booked '. 

Alle {le werkes' |»at I' haue wrouht 

Weore foumden- in (« Faderes' fore-|)ouht, 
432 perfore ladi' lakke)> me nouht, 

1' dude' as me was looked ; 
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SST"^ 



XXXIV. 

Porw Blod- and Watiw- cristendam was wrouht, 
Holy wrif witneBsej) hit wel. 
And in wille' of Bojifest fwulit, 436 

A Mon nuti' be criatened ekil; 
pat blod- ^t ua alle bouht 
Digne cristenyng' gan tb del ; 

At criatenyng' crist for-jat tb noubt, 440 

Hia blesaede blod' whon we gan fel : 
Maiden' Moder* and WyueJ 
pi fruit ha)* jiuen va baptem, 

Cristened we weore* In Red rem, 444 

Whon hia bodi bledde' on Jie Beem, 
Of CSpressa and Olyue- ; 



XXXV. 

AS IbMu aeide' to NichodemiM 
" But a Bam* be twyjea bom, 
Whon domit«-day achal blowen hia bemiM, 
He may elles li^en' loddere for-lom, 
Furat of a wombe-, ]«r reu]>e remiz*, 
Si)>t« in a font', )Mr synne awey ia schom": 
I- was oroB' to monnea quemw^ 
I' bar J« fruit" {>ow bar bi-fom, 
For jii beryng- Al-one.' 
But jif !■ bedde- I--boreu him eft, 
From ricbe reste' mon bedde beo-reft 
In a loren logge- I'-left', 
Ay to gmnte* and grone" r 



quMD, Ui; 



XXXVL 

[^on art I--Crouned' heuene quene, 
r porw l^e burf*' fat {>ou beere, 
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pi garlond is al- of graces grene, gaikndiior 

Helle EmpereBse" io hcuene Empere ; "d tiwu art 

464 I- am a Kelyk' ^lat ahineji Bhene, "f*^'- 

Men wolde wite- wher lat !■ were, tiistihine. 

' ^ ekm, mnd at 

At J>e porlement- wol !■ bene, ^.u^ta 

On domea-day prestly a-pere; ^^^ 

468 Whon Ihesu Bchal seye- riht {>ere; ™»J^T 

"Trewely vppon f>e Roode tre Jo^'i^! 

MoU' I dyede for ))e ; fortheeonthe 

Mon what hastou- don for me' bHtuioudmM 

472 To beon* my frendly feere'1" wgnhyof mj 






XXXVII. 



1 t (* p«Hemerat" shul puiten vp pleynyng, iii'^' 

■^ Hou Maydenes fruit' on me gan sterue, 21^^!!^ 
Spere' and spounge' and sharp nayling, 

476 porw J)e harde haf |>e heued ehal kenie, Eachjutu 

Shul preie' to Jiat ribtful kyng: ^^tt2 

Vche mon schal haue- as Jiei a seme, T^'righwou 

Bihtful Bcbul rjBe- to riche restyng, frii'h'J^J 

480 Truyt- and tripef to helle sbal sterue : Swiiied 

Mayden Meoke and Myldef Sn!^'" 

God ha|» taken in Jie' his fieschly trene iruiCin^in 

I' bar |>i fruit' leo^ii and lene; ibouidhopti 

484 Hit is riht be Roode' helpe to a-rene niciudtiiat 

* '^ Injured thr 

Wrecchea' fwt wra))^ yi chyldc : 'ii'w.- 

xxxvm. 

PE queen a-cordet' wi|> |ie cros TSe queen 

And a-jeyn him spok- no more specbe; ihBCro»,aiii 
488 pe queen jaf }w Croa a cos, 

pe ladi of loue' loue gan eecbe, iiegBr™io« 
peij hire fruit* on hint were' dijt to dros, 
Whon rendyng ropw*' gan him reche ; 
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CriateB croe- hftj) kept tb from loa, 
Maries prefers- And Ood tt leche, 
pe qweeu' and Jie Cros- a corde: 
pe qween bar furat' Jie croa afturward. 
To fecche folk- from helleward, 
On holy ataj'ers' to 8te;fen upward 
And regne- wiji Qod vr lorde' : 



nw Click 

Ilil>»kgt>i7 
of Mar7*two» 

butructloD 
But ttaa Cam 



done'd Fitta 
lUe. 

heard Chciil'B 
biuii«uponu. 



PE Clerk- ^t fourmed- J>is figour 
Of Maries wo' to wite aom, 
He soib him-self' J^at harde stour, 
Whon godeB Anmw weore reat aroum ; 
pa Croa ia a cold' Creatour, 
And euere jit ha^ ben* def' and dom, 
peij )tia tale beo florisshed- witA faire flour, 
I- preue hit' on Apocrafiun; 
For witneaae' waa neuer foundet! 
pat neu«re crietes cros spak, 
Oure ladi leide* on him no lak, 
Bot to pulte- Jie deuel a-bak, 
We apeke- hou criat was wonndef : 



iwedOiNldM 


TN Fleashly wede 

-L God gan him hede, 


hhnhidt. 


Domto 


Of Mylde May 


Utri. 


Was bore to blede, 




Ab Cristes Crede 


On « slock. 


So>ly wol Bay ; 


like ilffid Ha 
rode. »e read. 


On a Btokky stede 




He Bod- we Rede, 


FromdarlTi 


In Red Array ; 


dwdmax 


From deuelea drede 
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pat Dnyk yb lede, ^^X"^ 

At domeB-day : v«m»a,.j. 

524 Whon peple- Bchal parte* and pacef SnirtiS' 

To henene halle- or to helle woode, b3i'mii7'" 

Gristea cros' and cristeB blode miTmu?™ 

. And Marie preiers-, >at ben ful goode, ^"SfS" 

628 Grant vs )>e lyf- of grace- Amen. "'*™" 

Explicit disputacio inter Mariam 
et Crucem. Secimdum Apocrafum. 
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IX. 

^■d™»^^ [WITH AN AND AN /*.] 



MftJ 



r^ odya Bone |iai 



i world he cam, 
"»■ Aod let hym naylyn yp-on a tr«, 

Al for {re loue of man ; 
His fayre blod |)at waa so fre. 

Out of hie body it ran, 
A dwelful sy;te it was to se ; 
Hiabodrimng His body heng blak amd was, 

wkkTuh Wi|» an and an 1. 

II. 

!*« crown oi Hia coroune was mad of [wm 

uniwod. Aad prikkede tn-to big panae, 

Bo])e by hynde mid a fom; 
'^'£uSi'" "^^ * P"^' y-bowndyn 

Ih«gu was Bwi]>e eore. 

And Huffrede many a wownde 
pat scbarp cmd betere wore. 
He badde vs euere in mynde. 
Id hi! bittw lu sl bis harde browe, 

^artbongbt Anj we ben so vnkynde, 

We nelyn hym nat yknowe, 
Wifi an <md an I. 
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III. 



ff' 



6at-)if we loae hym trewe, i«« ci''*. 

Houn peynys ben in helle, uwc™^ 

24 3^1^(1 euere newe; 

Who BO wele lone tivwe 
^bold iheni on pe croys, 

r he heng pale of hewe, ^.Sito 

And cryde wi[> mylde voys. ^'^ 

Me )>riati]i he gan to kalle, 
pe iewis herdyn J>ys, inoJom 

Eysel meynt wij> galle nM^r*™* 

pey bedyn hym y-wys, 
With an and an I, 

rv. 

Hie JiriHt was to eey^e 

For loue of tnanys aonle, 
Hym longede for to deyje ; SX'"**' 

Who 80 be proud in herto 
pynk on god al-myjt 

And on his wowndya amerte, 
How r«wly he waa a-dyjt ; 

Oodys sone in trone, 
pat heysest is of myit, FMioTeoi™ 

Tok batayle a-lone <*™- 

For oure loue to fyjt. 

With an and an I. 



pe batayle waa ao atronge, 
At many a betyr wownde. 

pe ryche blod out spronge : 

Tr<we tnrtyl corounyd on hylle, 

pat heyjest art of kynde, 
py lone chaongy]) my wille, 
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Wban (Km comyst to tay mynde ; 

pe fend I forsake anon, 
TT^or on lady so hende ; 

J- To seruyn (« lady Jian wil I gon, 
For jhe ia of my kende, • 

With an O And an I, 



Icb am on of ]» 

pat ]>; soue boujte den, 
He scbal me nat for-go. 

AMEN. 
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Ab )>ou for boty churche rijt 

Bare Jw blody fece, 
To (>e y praye, bo{« day and nyjt, 
4 Of ioye eende me a space. 

Wiji an 0. for and an I. a apace for to a-byde, 
Thu here myn amde to fat lord. J>at bare ^ blody syde, 
% Ihesa kyng in trone, 
8 Lord in mageat^ 

To ))e y make my mone 

WiJ» herte good and fi^. 
Frendea baue y none 
,2 That wolde me knowe ne se, 

My wonynge ya aUone, 
Lord wel wo ya me ! 
Wi]) an O. and an I. My wonynge is wel wykke, 
16 Frendea baue y fewe, My fomen walke{> )>ykke. 
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XI. 

THE IMTENTTON OP THE HOLT CROSS* 
thynuencios of the holy crosse and first of this word 



Swi mu T^He Innencion of the holy crosse is sayd by cause that this 
Sia'o^n*''' "^y* ^^ ^°^J croBse was founden- for tofore it was founden 

[■'"'■<'•"'■ of Beth in paradjrse* terrcHtre / Lyke as it shall be sayde here- 
after : and also it was founden of salamon in the moBte of 
lybane and of the quene of saba / in the temple of salamon 
And of the lewes in the water of pyst^e' And on this 
daye it was founden of Helayne in the mounte of calnarye/ 

H^w'fan T^^® '"^'y Crosse was foandea two hondred yere after the 

^J^^i^^^j^ J- resurrescion of our lord- It is redde in the goepell of 

tei^howe«iii nychodemuB / that whan Adam wexed seek : Seth his sone 

KiadtaBior wente to the yate of paradyse terrestre for to gete the oyle of 

mai^. mercy for to enoynte wyth alle his faders body : Thenne ap- 

pyered to hym saint mychell thaungell and said to hym/ 

traneyle not the in vayne / for this oyle. for thou mayst not 

haue it tyll fine thousand and fyue hondred yere ben passed / 

how be it that fro Adam vnto the pasayon of our lord were 

[♦ foi. but fyue M and * xxxiij yere / In another place it b redde 

cdl 1.3 ' that the aungell broughte hym a braunche, and commanuded 

hym to plante it in the mounte of lybanye. Yet fynde we 

in another place ; that he gaaf to hym of the tree that adam 

1 The lint •dttion (1*8S) li Inlhe BriUdi Mmeum, but wu overlooked HU Ihb piece ■nd 
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ete of / And sayd to bym that whan (>at bare firuyte he ehold be 

guaryssbed and all hool/Wban seth came agayn, he founde 

hia fader deed / and planted this tree vpon hia graue / And 

it endured there mto the tyme of salamon / and by cause he [.rm in^ime 

Bawe tbat it wan &yre / be dyde doo bewe it doun / and sette it 

in bk hows named saltns / <md wban the quene of saba came 

to vyayte Salamon / She worshypped this tree by cause she 

eayde the sanyour of all the world shold be hanged theron / 

by whom the royame of the lewee shall be defaced and seace : 

Salamon for this cause made it to be taken vp and dolnen 

depe in the grounde / Now it happed after tbat tbey of Iheni- ^^J^J^ 

salem : dyde doo make a grete pyte for a pyacyne ; where as ^^^"S"" 

the mynysters of the temple shold wesahe tbeyr beates fwt ^•"'^'^ 

they sbolde sacrcfyse / and there founde this tree / mid this 

pyBcyne hadde eucbe vertue that the aungels descended and 

meuyd the water / And the fyrst seek man that descendyd in 

to the water after tbo meuynge / was made hool of what 

someuer sekeuesse be was aeek of And whan the tyme ap- 

proched of the passyon of our lord / thys tree arooa out of tbe 

water and floted. aboue tbe water / And of this pyece off tymbre 

made the lewes the crosse of cure lord / Thenne after this 

hystorye : tbe crosse by wbicbe we ben aaued . came of tbe tree 

by whiche we were dampued / and (>* water of that pyacyne 

bad not this vertue onely of the aungel : but of the tree / 

Wyth this tree wberof \fi crosse was made there waa a tree 

that wente ouertbwarte* on whyche the armes of our lord 

were * nayled / And another pyece aboue wbicbe was the table / t* m- 

wherin the tytle was wryten : and another pyece wberin (* oca.*.] 

Bokette or morteys was maade tbat the body of the crosse 

stood in : Soo that there were foure manere of trees That is it" Gnm 

of palme of cypres / of cedrc and of olyue / Soo eche of thyse '™' "^"^ "f 

foure pyeces waa of one of these treee t Thia blyasyd crosae TusCrmFM 

was put in the erthe and hid by the apace of an C yere and ?""j;^°™ 

more* But tbe moder of tbemperour wbicbe waa named >** 

helayne founde it in this manere / For constantyn came wyth 

a grete multytude of barbaryns nyghe vnto the ryuer of tbe 
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dunoe / whiche wold haue goon onjr for to haue destroyed tA 
the countr^ And whan constantyn h&dde assembled bys 
boost / He weate and eette them ageynst tbat other partye / 
but assone as be b^:&n to passe the ryuer : he was moche 
aferd / by canse he shold on the mom haue batayle / And in 
the nyght as he slepte in his bedde : an angel awoke hym* 
and shewed to bym the sygne of the crosse iu heuen and sayd 
Sikin^ toe' *" ^^^ ' ^^"^^^ °° ''y* °^ heuen / Thenne sawe he the croaso 
*'™*- made of ryght clere lygbt / and was wryten there vpon wytb 

lettres of gold / In this sygne thou shalt oueroome the batayle / 
Simof'uiB' Tbenne was he alle comforted of this yisyon / And on the 
da^i^bia mome / be put in hia banere the crosse : and made it to be 
'™'''* bom tofore hym and his boost and after smo[te] in the boost 
of his enemyes : and slewe and chaced grete plenty / After 
this he dyde doo calle the byssboppes of the ydollls / and 
demaunded them to what god the sygne of the crosae apper- 
teyned : and whan the[y] coude not answere somme crysten 
men J^t were there tolde to hym the mysterye of the crosse* 
and enformed him in the faith of the trynyt^. Thenne anone 
P""'- he byleued parfytele in god / and dyde do baptyse hym *and 

•oil-] after it happed that constantyn his sone remembryd the Tyc- 

torye of hia fader : Sente to belayne bis moder for to fynde 
HBimigow the holy crosse Thenne belayu were[t]e in to Iberasalem / and 
tiM croM."' dyde doo assemble alle the wyse men of the couutre : and trhe.n 
they were assembled / they wolde fayne knowe wherfore they 
jDituteiuitae were called : Thenwe one ludaa sayd to them : I wote wel \<at 
portici^ she wyl knowe of vs where the crosse of Ibeau oryat was leyed : 
tSc^ but beware you al / that none of you telle hyr / For I wote 
well then?te shal our lawe be destroyed For zacheas myn 
olde fader sayd to symon my fader / And my fader sayde to 
me at his deth : be wel ware : that for noo tounnent tbat ye 
maye suffre / telle not where the crosse of Ibesu cryst was leyde 
For after that it shall be founden- the lewes shall reygne no- 
more, but the erysten men that worshyppe the crosse shal 
thenne reygne. And verayly this Ibeaus was the sone of god : 
Tbeime demaunded I my fader: whe[r]fore had they hanged 
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hym on the croBse Bytbeu it was knowen that he vas the Bone 

of god. Thenne he a&yd to me fayre Bone I neuer accorded 

therto : But gaynsayd it nlwaye / but the phaiTseea dyde it 

by caase he repreuyd theyr vyaea / but he aroos on ]fi thirde 

daye and his discyples eeeyng he ascended in to henen / Thenne 

by cause that Stephen thy broder bylyued in hym the lewea 

stoned hym to deth / Thenne wlian ladae had sayde thyse 

wordes to hys felawes / they answerd we neuer herde of suche 

thynges' Neuerthelesse kepe the wel yf the quene demaunde 

the therof' {Kit thou saye nothyng to hyr / whan y queue 

had called them / and demaunded theym the phice where our 

lord Iheau cryst had be crucefyed / they wold neuer telle ne iha Jem 

ensygne hyr : Thenne commaunded she to brenne them alle / Haiani whe™ 

but thenna they doubted and * were aferde / and delynerd (* toj. 

ludas to her [and] eayd / Lady this man is the sone of a pro- m. 2.] 

phete and of a lust man and knoweth ryght wel the lawe / "°*"""'°' 

and can telle to you all thyuge wat ye shall demaunde hym / 

Thenne the quene lete all the other go and reteyned ludas 

wythout moo / Thenne she shewed to hym hia lyf and dethe 

and bad hym chese whiche he wold' Shewe to me aayd she 

the place named golgata : where our lord was crucefyed by 

cause / and to the ende that we maye fynde the crosse / Thenne 

sayd ludas it is two C yeres passed and more / and I was not 

thenne yet bom / Thenne sayd to him the lady / by hym that S^™ 

was crucefyed, I sbal make the peryssbe for hungre. yf thou telle •'"^'^ 

not to me the trouthe / Thenne made she hym to he caste in to 

a diye pytte / and there tourmented hym by hungre / and euyll 

reete. whan he had hen seuen dayea in that pytte / Thenne Joau ai rut 

sayd he yf I myght be drawen out : he shold saye the Bnd ou 

trouthe / Thenne he was drawen out / and whan he came to 

the place / anon the erthe moeuyd and a fumme of grete swete- 

nesae was felte in suche wyse that ludas smote his hondes 

to-gyder for ioye- and said in trouthe IheBU cryst thou art the 

sauyor of the world / It was so that Adryan the Emperonr 

had do make in the same place where the crosse laye a temple 

of a goddesae by cause that all they that came in that place 
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ahold adore tihat goddease Bat the'quene dyA6 do deetroye 

)>B temple / Thenne ludas made hym redy and began to djgge / 

And wban he came to xx paaa depe / he founde thre crosses 

and brought them to the quene / And bj caiue he knewe not 

whiche was the croase of our lord he leyed them in the m;fdle 

of )^ tyti : and abode the demonstrannoe of god : and aboute 

the houre of none / there was the corps of a jonge man brought 

[•(01. to be bu*ryed / ludas reteyned y byere and layed Tpon it 

ooL i.j ' one of the crosses / and after the second, and whan he layed 

TiM tnw on it the thyrde / anone the body that was deed came agayn 

loimd. to lyf / Thenne ciyed the deuyll in the eyre. ludas what hast 

niUHjodu. thou don: thon hast doon the contrarye that thother ludas 

dyd / For by hym I hane wonne many sowlee / and by the I 

shall lose many by hym I reyned on the people / and by the I 

hane loste my royame / Neuerthelesse I shall yelde to the this 

bonntee For I shal sende one that shal punysshe the / and 

that was accomplysshed by lulyan the appostata ; whiche tour- 

meutyd hym afterward' whan he was bysshop of Xherasalem : 

and whan ladas herde hym he cursed the deuyll and siud to 

him Ihesu cryst dampne the in fyre perdurable / After this 

^™" » ludas was baptysed and was named qnyryache / And after was 

'biibop. made bysshop of Ihenisalem / whan helayn had the crosse of 

Ihesu crist / and that she had not the nayles / Thenne she sente 

to y bysshop quyryache that he sholde go to the place and 

The finding of geeke the nayles / Thenne he dyde dygg^ in therthe so long 

that he founde them shynyug as golde. thenne bare he them 

to the quene / and anone as she sawe them she worshypped 

&em wyth grete reuerence' Thenne gaf saint helayn a parte 

of the crosse to her sone : And that other parte she lefte in 

Iherusalem closyd in gold ; syluer- and precyous atones / And hyr 

sone bare the nayles to the emperour : And the Emperour dyde 

doo sette them in hys brydel [and] in his helme whan he wente 

Eiuabiui to batayle : This reherceth Eusebe whiche was bisshop of Cezar 

of ttawa / how be it that other saye otherwyse : Now it happed that 

lulyan the appostata dyde doo slee quyryache |iat was bysshop 

of Iherusalem : by cause he had founden the croase / For he 
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hated * it eoo moche / that where Bomeaer he fonnde the crosse / J^JJ'-. 

he dyd it to be destroyed / for whan be wente m batajle a^enst "*- '-^ 

them of perse he sente and commaimded quyriache to make 

aacrefyse to thydollis // And whan he wold not doo it / he dyde ^meni*.! bj 

do smyte of hia r^hte honde / and sayd wyth this honde hast a^SuiM* 

thou wryten many lettres / by whiche thou repellyd moche folke 

fro doyng eacrefyse to onr goddes i Quyryache said thou wood 

hounde thou hast dou to me grete profl^^ For thou hast 

cut of the honde wyth wMche I haue many tymes wreten to 

the synagogeB that they sholde not hyleue in Ihesu cryst : And 

now aythe I am crysten / thou bast taken fro me that whycbs 

noyed me : Thenne dyde Inlyan do melte ieed and cast it in 

hia mouth imd after dide do brings a bedde of yrou / and 

made qayryache to be layed <Kid stratched theron / and aftra* ^ntciwd 

layed -vnder breonyng cooles. and threwe theiin grees and "^'"'"'^ 

ealte / For to tourmente hym the more / tmd whan quiriache 

moeuyd not' lulyan themperoar aayd to hym / other ))ou shalt 

aacrefye our goddes / or thou shalt say at the leest thou art 

not crysten / and wban be aawe he wold do neuer u^her be 

dyde doo make a depe pytte ful of serpentea and venemouB hh 

beatea / and caste hym therin / and whan be entred* anone the rau um inio 

serpentes were all deed / Thenne lulian put hym in a cawdron mpent* 

full of boylynge oyle : and wban be shold entre in to it / be 

blyssyd it and aayde / Fayr lord toume this bayne to baptym 

of martyrdom / Thenne was luIyan mocbe angry : and com- ^tw*^^ 

maunded that be sbold be ryuen thorugh hia herte wyth a 

Bwerd / and in thys manere he fynysebed bis lyf / 

The Tcrtu of the croase is declared to va by many myracles / SSSmb™ 
For it happed on a tyme that one enchauntour hadde dysceiued "1^ "' "" 
a notarye : and brougbte hym • in to a place : where he bad ^^^ 
assembled a grete conpanye of deuyllea / and promyaed to him '"^ ''^ 
that he wold make him to baue mocbe rychessea And whan 
he came there he sawe one persone blacke sittyng on a grete 
chayer : and all abonte hym all fiUl of borryble peple and 
blacke whiche had speres and awerdea: Thenne dem&unded 
thia grete deuyll of the enchauntour who was that clerke / then- 
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channtour sayd to him / Syre he ia onres / thenne eud the denyll 

to him : yf thou wjlt worshyp me and be my seruauute / and 

renye Ihesu cryat: thou shalt aitte on my right side The 

AoHDpujot clerke anone bleaaid hym wyth the signe of the crosae' and 

awii^^'tt ^y^ ^"^^ ^^ "** **'^ seruaimt of Iheau cryat hia sauyour 

^^*" And anone aa he had made the crosae / !>* grete multytude of 

deuyllea vanyshed awaye / 

IT It happed that this notari after this on a tyme entred vytb 

his lorde in to the chirche of aaint sophye / and Itneled downe 

on his knees tofore thimage of the cmcifyxe : the whiche cruci- 

Crcaiunwd fysfl ae it semcd loked moehe openly and aharply vpon him" 

"■doiih;." Thenne hia lorde made him to goo aparte on a nother side : 

and alway the erncilyxe tomed hia eyen towards hym. Thenne 

he made iiim goo on the lefte syde / and yet the cmcifyze 

loked on hym Thenne was the lorde moche amerueylled / and 

charged hym and commaunded him that he sholde telle him 

wherof he had soo desemed that the cmcifixe soo behelde and 

loked on him / Thenne sayd the notarye that he cowde not 

rememhre hym of noo good thynge that he had done / sauf 

that on a tyme he wolde not renye ne forsake the cmci^e 

^dgnof tofore the denyll / Thenne lete vs ho blysse v8 wyth the aygne 

keeno^irf "' *''^ bleBsid OTOsse that we may therby be kepte fro the power 

a« SlriT "' "^ *'™' g'*'*8tly iwrf dedely enmye the deuyll / And by the meritea 

t* 'oi- of the gloryous passion that our sauyoure * Ihesu cryat euf&ed 

"* *■! on the crosae after this lyf we maye come to euerlastyng lyf 

in heuen /AMEN. 
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XII. 

THE EXALTATION OF THE CROSS*. aS£"°°^ 

Lwand, IhLrd 

Here foloweth thexaltamn of the holy Cnwse / ccii.y b 

rriHe exaltacton of ilie holy Croese is sayd- by cause that on 
-■■ this day Ji^ holy crosBe and fayth were gretly enhaunced/ 
and it ia to be vnderstonde that tofore the passion of our lordtf 
Iheni orist. Ji* tree of the crosso was* a tre of fj'lthe / for J>o ^J^' 
crosses were made of vile trees : artd of trees without fruyt : ' *"'8- ""- 
for all that was planted on the mount of caluario bare no 
&ute It was a fowl place / for it was the place of ^ torment 
of theuia : It was derk for it was in a derke place and wythont 
bewt^ / It was the tree of dcth / for men weren * put there to [• (oi, 
deth. It was also the tree of stenche / for it was planted colk.] 
amonge the caroynts / and after the pasaion the crosse was Aftartba 
moche enhaunced / for the vylt^ was tram^rted in to pre- J" '»'«" ' 
cyositd : Of the whicbe the blessyd saynt andrew soith / O 
predouB, holy crosse god saue the : His bareynes waa tomed 
in to fruyte / as it is sayd in the cantyclea / I shall asceude vp 
in to the polme tree : His ignobylit^ or vnworthines was tomed 
in to Bublymit^ and heyth The croese fwt was torment of ^^^^^n 
theuis / is now bom in the front of themperours / hys derknes '"•""'■•"y'- 
is tomed in to lyght and clemesse wherof criaostom sayth the 
groaae and ^ wonndee shall be more shinyng than the rues 
of the Bonne at the iugement : his deth is conuerted in to 
perdurabilyt^ of lyf / wherof it is sayd in the pre&ce : that 
frowhens )wt the deth grew / frothens the lyf resourded / and 
11 
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the stenche U tonied in to swetnetee canticonim j / This exal- 

tacion of the holy crosse ie Bolempnyaed and hBlowed aoletapnlj 

of the chirche : for the hytii U in it moche enhannced : for 

the yere of our lorde vj and xv our lorde Biifiryd his peple" 

to be moche tormented by the cruelty of the payneme. And 

^cwdioe" ''•'sdroe tyng of perceens subdned to his empyre all the reames 

tmk .wv of the worlde / and he cam in to ibeniBalem and was aferde and 

pteS^™a* adredde of the sepulore of our lorde : And retonmed : But 

' he bare with him the parte of the holy crosae / that Bsynte 

Helene hadde lefte there : 

wjitai^rfMjr And thenne he wolde be worshypped of al the peple as a god. 

And dyde doo make a tour of golde and syluer / wherein 

pretyouB fltonea shone' And made there in the ymages of the 

Sonne, and of the mone : and of the Bterrea And made that by 

subtyll condnytes water to be hydde. And to come downe in 

maner of Rayne. 

And atte the lasto stage, he made horses to drave charyottes 

cciivuL ronnde * aboute lyke as they had menyd the tour and mad« 

"^- ^ ■' it to seme-aa it had thondred / and delynerde his reame to his 

Bone / and tliuB this cundd man abode in the temple and dyds 

doo set the croese of our lorde by him and commaonded that 

he sholde be caUyd* god of all the people / And as it is rede in 

libro de mit[r]ali officio / The sayd cosdroe resident in his trons 

aa a fader / set the tree of the crosse on his right side in steds 

of )>° sone / and a cocke on his lyfte aide in stede of the holy 

goost / and commannded that he sholde he called fader / And 

Of um thenne heracle the emperour assembled a grete oost / and cams 

bW"" _ for to fyg^te wyth the sone of cosdro^ by tie ryuer of danuhye / 

"Hmiis • ^^ thenne it pleysod to eyther prynoe : that eche of theym 

sholde fyghte one agaynst that other vpon the brydge / and 

he that aholde be vaynquysh and ouercome: his aduetaaiyc 

sholde be prynce of thempyre wythout hurtyng eyther of both« 

oo8t«s / and soo it was ordeinyd and ewom- And who somev^ 

sholde helpe his prynce. sholde haue fortbwytb his leggta and 

armes cut of: and to be plonged. and cast in to the ryon* : 

And thenne heracle commaunded him all te god / and to the 
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holy Crosse / wyth all the denocyon that he m^hte : and "Hmd*" 
. tbenne they foughto longe / and at the last our lorde gaaf the '■ConJroCi- 
victorye to herade : and subdued him to hia empyre. The 
oost that was contrary and al the peple of cosdroe obeyed theym 
to the crysteu fayth / and receyued ^e holy baptesiue / And 
coadroe knew not thende of y^ bataylle / For he was adoured 
and worshyped of all the peple as a god / boo that no man 
durst not saye nay to him And thenne heracle came to him / 
and fonde him sittyng in his si^ of golde / And sayd to hym / 
For as moi^e as after the manere thou hast honoured the tree 
of the croBse / Tf thou wylt receyne baptim / and the fayth of 
Ifaesu ciyate / I shall gete it to the * and yet shall thou holde ^^J^ 
tbyne trone' and reame wyth lytyll hostages / And I shal lete ""'•'■^ 
the hane thy lyfe / and yf thou wylte not' I shall else the wytii 
my swerde / and shall smyte of tbyne hede And whan be 
wolde not acorde tberto: he dyde anone doo smyt« of his "Coiiio*- 
hede / And commannded that he sholde be beried : by cause 
he had be a kynge : And he founde wyth him one his sone of 
the age of ten yeres / whom he dyde doo baptyse. and lyfta 
him. fro the fonts. And left to hym the reame of his fader, 
and thenne dyde doo breke that tonre* / And gaaf the siloer to ■ or^ irwv. 
theym of hys oost / And gaaf the golde and precyons stones for 
to repaire the chircbes that the tyraunt had destroyed / And "H««h- 
took the holy crosse and broughte it agayne to IheruBalem Uac^oi 
And as be descended fro the mount of oliuete / and wolde haue J'™"'"- 
entred by the gate : by whiche our sauyour went to his passion 
on horsbacke aonmed as a kynge* sodenly the stones of the 
ystes de[s]cended : and loyned theym togyder in the yate lyke 
a walle / and all the peple were abasshed / And thenne the 
angeU of ours lorde f^pered vpon the gate boldyng the signe 
of the crosse in his honde / And sajd: whan the kyne of 'OFif.nptsu 
heuen went to his passion by this gate / he was not arayed lykg 
a kyng / ne ou horsback But canie humbly rpon an asse / In 
ehewyng the example of bumylyt^ vbycbe he lefte to theym 
that honour hym / And whan this was said he departed and 
ranysahyd away / Thenne the emperour toke of his hosen / and 
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slione faimaelf in wepynge. And despojlled hym of alle bye 
clothes in to hia Bherte / 

I otig. locoit. And took * the ctobbb of our lorde : and bare it moohe 
humbly vnto the gate / 

And anone the hudeneaae of the stones felte the celeityall 

* "^^'wi commaundement / and ' * remeujd anone. and opened cmd gauft 
[• foi. entree mto therm that entred Theuue the swete odour that was 

«oL 1] felte that daye whan tjie holy crosae was taken &o the toure 

of Goidroe / and waa brought t,yen to Iheruaalem &o aoo fern 
Countree / and aoo grete apace of londe retomed in to iheraaalem 
in that moment / and replenysshyd it wyth all awetnea : Thenne 
the riht deuonte kyng began to say the praysyngea of the crosee 
in this wyae O cnut splendidior / & c : O crosae more ahinyng 
than all the steerea / honoured of the worlde rihte holy / and 

■ OHt Inn, mooat amyable to all tbeym wbiche oonly were worthy to bere^ 
the numaon of the worlde : Swete tree / Bwete uayles / Swete 
yron ; swete apere beryng the awete burdens / Sane tbou thia 
preeente company, that is this day aesemblyd in thy lawd« 
and praysingea : And thua waa the precioua tree of the 

muahi^" crosae reeatablysbid in his place and thauncyent myraclea 
renewid For a dede man waa reiaed to lyf / And iiij men 
taken wyth the palaei were cured and helid. Ten lepera were 
made clene: and xv biynde men receyuid theyr sight ayen / 
Deuyllea were put out of men / and moche peple a/ad many 
were delynerde of dyuerse sikneaaes and maladyea. Thenne 
themperour dyde doo repayre the chirchea. and gaaf to them 

■iraiwiuin fi^** yeftea : and after retomed home to his empyre : And it 

Smcihuud ^ ^"y*^ ^"^ ^^ cronyclea that this waa done other while : For 

bk oppoHDt. ^^ sa.-vti that whan Coadroe had taken many reamea. he took 
IheruBalem / And zacharye the patriake. and bare awaye the tree 
of the croaae. And aa heracle wolde make peaa wyth him : 
the kyng coadroe aware a grete othe : that he wolde neuer 
make peas wyth cryeten men and romayna yf they renyed not 
him that was crucifyed / and adoured the aone / And thenne 

^^^ J heracle ; wbiche waa armed ; wyth ^th bro*nghte hia Oost 

**-*-5 ayenat him : and deatroyed and wasted the perciena wyth many 



wrought bj 
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bcttules that he made to tbejm / and mode costdroe to flee vnto 

the cyt^ of thelyfonte / And at the last coadroe had the flyze in 

hia bely / and wolde therfore crowne hys sone kyng / whiche 

waa named mendasa And whan ayroys hia eldest sone herde 

herof / he made alyannce wy& beracle / and puraned his fader 

wyth faia noble peple and set. him in bondes : and suateynid 

hym wyth brede of trybulacion and wyth water of aoguysh / 

And at the last be made to shote arowes at bim bi cause he ^^Hi^^* 

wolde not byleue in god / and aoo deyed : And after tbia thyng ™a'^S^ 

be sent to beracle the patryarke, the tree of the ctosse ; and "™"'- 

all the prysoneres / And beracle bare in to Ihemsalem the 

precyoQS tree of the croase And thue it ia rede in many 

cronyclee alsa Syble sayth thus of the tree of the crosse / 

that the bleeayd tree of the croeae was tbre tymea wyth the 

paynems' as it is sayd in thysto^e tripertyte : O thryes bleesid 

tree / on whiche god was atratched / Tbia peranentrnv ia aayd 

for the lyf of nature / of grace : and of glory : whiche came 

of the croase / At conatantynople a lewe entrj'd in to the Thertorjof 

chirche of saynt sophie / and conaidered that be was there !?^^ 

^one / and aaw an ymage of Ibeau eryat / And took his sw.erde •'•™ **^?'- 

<md smote tbymage in the throte / and anone the blood gnyasbid 

oute and aprat^ in the face and on the bede of the lewe / 

And be thenne. was aferde amd took thim^^ / and caat it in to 

a pytte / And anone fledde away : And it happed that a crysten 

man met bim and saw bim all blody And sayd to him / fro wbena 

comest thou thoa baat slayne eome man / and be sayd I hane 

not : The crysten man sayd verely thou hast commysed some 

omycide / For thou art all beapronge wyth the blood / .and 

the lew sayd. verely the god of the cryate» * men is grete and [* loi. 

the Faytb of hym is ferme and approued in all thyngea / I haue ™i' '-1 

smyten noo man but I haue smyten thym^;e of Ibeau Cryaf 

and anone yssued blood of bis tbrote / And thenne the lewe 

brought the ctyaten man to |)» pytte / And there drewe.ont 

that hooly ymage- And yet is sene on this daye the wpunde 

in the tbrote of tbym^e / And anon the lewe bycame a good Fj**'" '•" 

crysten man and was baptyaed. In syiye in the Cyt^ of baruth ci'™"»^ 
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ther was a ctyiten man whiche bad hyred on houa : for a yen / 

and he badde aette thymage of the omoyfyxe by his bedde / 

to vhiche he made day ely hui prayers / ojid nyd hia deaodon / 

and at the yerea ende he remeued and tooke an other houa. and 

folate and lefte thymage behynde hym / And it happed that 

a lewe hyred that Bome hons / And on a daje he hadde another 

lewe one of hia neyghbouia to dyner : and as they were at 

ptaBedtuhe ^^^ I ^* lu^PP^ 1*7™ ^^^^ ^^ boden in lokyng oa the walle to 

hTaVta"^ espye this ymage / vhiche was fyxed to the walle ofnd began to 

[|^°*^ grynne at it for despyte / And agsynst hym / that badde ' hym / 

' '^^ aa''^' 50^ ajao thret«ned and menaced hym : by cause he dnrat it kepe 

in Hb houB thymage of Ibesn of nazareth : and that other lewe 

aware as moche as he my^L that he ueuer hadde aene it / 

ne knewe not that it was there / And thenne the lewe fayned 

as he badde ben peaaed / and after went straite to the prynos 

of the lewes / and accused that lewe of that whiche he hadde 

JJjJ^»]^ Bene in bis bons : Thenne the lewes asaembleden and came to 

JjJJ'gJ^ the hons of hym : And sawe thymage of Ihesa cryst / and they 

'"'"'■ toke that lewe and bete hym / And dyd to hym many Iniuiyea / 

vm And caste hym out half dede of theyr eyuag<^ / <md anone 

they defowled thym^ wyth theyr feet / and renewed in it all 

the tonr^mentes of the pasayon of our lord / and whan they 

perced his syde wyth the spere / blood and water ysaued babun- 

' danntly in soo moche that tbey fyUed a vessell / whiche they aet 

ther mder. And thenne the lewes were abasshed and bare tbia 

blood in to theyr aynagoge / and all the soke men and malades 

that ware enointed ther wyth / were anone guaryssbed omd made 

booll : And tbaine the lewes told and recounted alle this tbinge : 

bdi^F^iiiid by ordre to the Bysahop of the countree ; and alle they wyth 

■mbcptiMd. ^^^ ^Ue receyued baptyme in the fayth of Ibesn cryst / and 

the Byssbop put this blood in ampulles of crystalle and of glaa 

for to he kepte / And thenne he called the cryst^n man that 

had lefte it in his hous / and enquyred of him who hadde made 

soo fayre an ymsge / amd he sayd that nycbomedus badde made 

it / And whan be deyde / he lefte it to gamalyell ; and Qamaliel 

to zachee and sachee to laques / and laques to symon / And 
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hftd ben thus In Ibernsalem vnto tbe dcatmction of the Cyt^. HUntiaDa m 

tiMliuga. 

And fro thens hit w«s bom in to uie Koyame of agtyppe of 
CrfBten men / And fro theiu it was brciugbt agsyn in to tbe 
conntree. and it was lefte to me hj my parentee hj lyghtfull 
beiytage / and this was done in the yere of our lord senen 
hcmdred and I. 

And thenne all the lewes balowed theyr i^agogues in to oftb* 
the chyrchefl and therof cometh the cnstotoe that ChjrcheB ben ofstiunhM. 
balowed ; For to-fore that tyrae the aultres were but holowed 
only / and fw this m;isc1e the chyrche hath ordejned / that the 
fyfte kalendas of decembre /Or as* it b redde in an other 'JJ'S^'SJ^ 
place : the fyfte ydoB of Nonembre shold be the memorye of 
the paasyon of oar lord / wherfore at rome the chyrche is 
balowed in thonore of our sauyour / where as is kepte an 
ampulle wyth the same blood : amd there a * solempne feste cciS'. » 
is kepte and done / emd there is proaed }fi ryght grete vertn *"' ^'^ 
of the crofise vnto the pajnems and to the mysbyleued men in 
all thjnges / And saint gngorj reoordeth in the thytde books 
of his dyalf^nes ; that whan andrewe bisshop of the Cyt^ of 
fiindase snfired an hooly nonne to dwelle* wyth hym / the *^|"''''"" 
feude thenemy began Temprynte in his herte the beault^ of ^^^)|^^ 
her / in snche wyse / that he thongbte in his bedde wycked JJS'Elfu*^ 
and cnrsyd thynges / And on a daye a lewe came to rome and ^i|^ ^ 
whan he sawe that the daye fayled and myght fynde no AJa<Mntiia 
lodgynge. he wente that ny(^t / and abode in the Temple of A^iawH* 
appoUin/an(2 by cause he doubted of the saciylege of the place/ <tii^mu. 
how bee it that he hsdde no fayth in the Crosae* yet he 
markyth and gamyaahed hym wyth the sygne of y^ crosse : 
themw at mydnight whan he awoke / he sawe a companye of 
enyll spyrytes : whiche wente to-fbre one Lyke as he hadde 
■omme anctoryt^ of puysBannce aboue tbother by eubiection / 
and thenne he aawe hym sytte in the middes a-monge the other : 
and began to enqnyre the causes and dedes of eueryche of 
thyse euylle spyiytes : whiche obeyed hym / and he wold knowe 
what enylle eueryche hadde do / But gregoiy pasayth the maner 
eC this vyayon / By cause of shortnes' But we fynde semblable 
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ia \fi lyf of fado^ / That as a roan entr^d in a Taaple of 

thydollia / be sawe the deaill Bjttjng / and all his meyay abonto 

2|^^^ hym And one of thyse wjcke Bpyrytee came and odoared hyta / 

■StaiVio (ba ^^^ ^^ demaunded of hym / Fro whens comest thou and he 

Bayde / I hane ben in snche a pronynce / and haue maeued 

grete warres : and made many trybulacyons and bane abedde 

'«2jwin mocbe blood- and am come' to telle it to the: and Sathan 

sayd to hym* in what tyme bast thou done thia. and he sayd 

J* tcA. in tbyrty da*yes and aatban sayd : why boat thon bee ho longe 

eol.*.! thwe aboutes / and sayd to them that atode by hym; goo ye 

S^aiuMd* ^'^'^ '^^** ''y™ / *'^'^ *1^ to-lasabe hym. Thenne came the 

■Spwrtotau'' 8eeonde and worshypped hym / and sayd Syre I haue ben in 

the see / And haue moeued grete wyndee end tourmentye and 

drowned many ahyppes / and stun many men / And aatban 

. sayde bow longe bast thou ben aboute thia / and be sude zxij 

dayea. and aatban aayde hast thou done nomore in this tyme / 

and commaunded ^t he shold be bet«n / and the thyrd came 

and said I hane ben in a Cyt^ and hane meuyd stryuea and 

debate in a weddyng / And haue shed mocbe blood / and, haue 

slayne \fi huabond : atid am come to telle the / and sathan 

ased / in what tyme bast thou done this : and he sayd in x 

dayes / and he sayd baat thou done nomore in that tyme / And 

commannded them that were aboute hym to bete hym also : 

^JJ^^ Thenne came the fourth and sayd / I haue ben in the wyldem'es 

™k to' ^ y^*^ ■ "^ '>*"* laboured aboute a monke and vnnetbe at the 

tfulffli^ last I bane throwen and made hym to eynne of the flessb / and 

whan sathan berde that / he aroos iro his sete / and kyssed hym. 

and toke his crowne of his hede / and set it on bis bede / and 

made hym to Bytt« wyth hym. and sayd thou hast done a gret« 

thynge / and faaat laboured more than all thotfaer / attd this 

maye be the maner of the vyayon : that saint gregoiy leneth ; 

One of ibt whan cche had sayd / one sterte vp in the mydle of them all / 

tmMBd" "^ ^y* ^^ ^^ meuyd Andrewe agaynst the name* / And 

SL Andnw. jjj^^ meuyd the fourth parte of his flessb agaynst her in tempta- 

«^on, bni cion- and tberto that yesterday he thought so moche in his 

minde on her that in the houre of euyu songe he gaf to her 
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in Iftpyng & buffet / and sayde pleynly jiat she myght here it ^."^^^ 
that he wolde eynne wyth her; thenji[e] the mayster com- ™£"'*^ 
maunded hym that he ahold performe [Kit he had *hegoiuie: p'^'^''_ji', 
and for to make hym to f^nne he shold hane a aynguler 
victory' and rewarde amouge all the other / and theane '^1^ 
commannded he : that they shold goo loke irho tiiat was that 
laye in the temple. And they wente atid loked / and anone J** Jj^ 
they were ware that ho was marked wyth the sygne of the JJ^'^ 
croBse : And they beyng aferd escried and sayd / veryly this '^^icb^j'' 
is an empty Tesaell. alas he is marked / and wyth this Toys ^^^||{^ 
all the companye of the wycked spyrytes Tanysahed awaye / "*"" 
and thenne the lewe all amoeuyd came to the bjBebop : and 
toldtf to hym all by ordre what was happed : And whan the 
bisshop herd this / he wepte Btrongly. and made to voyde all 
the wymmen ont of his hous / and thenne he baptyeed the lewe. 
B^nt gregory reherceth in hU dyaloguea that a nonne entred SHIbb™* 
in to a gardyne / and sawe a letuse / and coueyted that ; and Hj^^'u^ 
forgate to make the sygne of the croase / and bote it gloton- S?!.. iSS 
eesly / and anone fylle doune' and waa ranyashe of a deuyl / ™« dnll'.*^ 
and there cam to her aaynt Equycyen / and the deuyll b^^ 
to crye and to aaye / what bane I doo I aatte vpon the letnse / 
and she came and bote me and anon the deuyll yasued oute 
by the commaundement of the holy man of god : It ia redde in 
thystoiye acolastyke / that the paynems had pe[y]nted on a walle 
the armea of Serapia / and tbeodoayen dyde do put tbem out 
and made to be peynted in the aame place the aygne of the 
crosae / and whan the paynema and preates of thydoUia sawe 
that, anone they dyde them to be baptysed / sayenge that it was 
gyuen theym to vnderstonde of theyr oldera / Uiat the annes 
ahold endure/tyll that anche a aygne were made there, in wbtche 
were lyf : And they haae a lettre. of whyche they vae / that 
they calle holy / and had a forme that they aayd it expoaod and 
aygnefyed lyf perdurable / 
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THE SYMBOLS OF THE PASSION*. 



IbmriMMd, 
bm,LB rt. 

of tfieAgml 



0' 



, Teraacule', i honoare him and the, 
pat |>e made forow hU preuit^; 
po cloth he eet to his face, 
pe prent laft' )>ere' |>orow hie grace, 
His moth, his nose, faia ine to, 
His herd, his here* dide al so. 
Scbilde me for al [nt in* my liue 
I* haue siugud* with wittns fiue, 
Narolich with mout of aclaundnring, 
Fals othns* and bakbitii^, 
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THE SYMBOLS OF THE PASSION*. 



The Twnacul — I honowre hym [and the] 
pat the made throwe hya pi7iiy[t^ ; 
ITie cloths he Bet ovyr hya face. 
The prynte he lefte ther, of hys grace, 
Hys mowthe, hyB nose, hys eyn too, 
HyB berd, hys here he ded also. 
Schyld me, lorde, for )Nit in m3m lyffe 
That I hane synnyd wttA myn wyttj^ ^e, 
Kamelyche with mowtbe of Btlamidrynge, 
Of (ah othfs and bakbytynge. 
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And made boate with toimg &! ao 
Of sinntiB |icit i baue do ; 
Lord of beuen, for-jeue it me 
porow syht' of )«' figur |)at i here Be. 



pis' kiiif be-tokeneji' circnmsicion, 
He diatroyet* einne al omd gam 
Of oure forme&dur adtun, 
Were-|)orow |>ow' tok kynde of man 
From teniptacioun of lecherie 
Be' my BOcoure whan i Bchal diee. 



PeUicanui. 
t£'^b« P* pelicane hia blod did* blede 

CbSiS'* per-with his briddus for to fede, 

chriJtT'rtio P't* be-tokenet on" J« rode 

hnbr(wd,and Om-e lord ns fede" with hiB blode, 

■Dd our food. Wen be ns bouht out of belle 

In ioy and blis with bim to dwelle. 
And bene our fadar and our. fode. 
And we bis childume meke amA gode. 
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And makyag boste wttA toage aUoo 
12 Of many ajnays that I haue doo : 
Lorde of heayo, for-Eeue it me 
Throwe vartew of the fygure |)ot I heiw se. 




FTlhya knyffe betoknythe \^ eirt!a»m}^y[on], 
-'- That dyetroyd ovre aynnjs all« aw2 eum 
Of owre formfathjT adam, 
Wher-thorowe we toke J>» kynde of man. 
From temptaeyon of lecherye, 
Lorde, kepe me tylle that I dej^ 



The pelycan hys blode dotbe blede 
per-with hya byrdya for to fede, 
It betokuythe Tppe-on the rode 
Owre lorde fed vs witA hys precius blode, 
Whan [h]e va bowt owt of helle 
In ioye and blys with hym to dwelle, 
And be owre fathyr and owre fode. 
And we hya chyldyr meke and good. 
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Tnginta denarii. 

pe pens also |)at iudas tolde, 

pat for* iem crist was solde, 

Va scbilde from tresun and conetyae, 

per-in to die in no wiae. ! 




Lantema. 

pe lantern ))ftt me bar* in fie Ij^t, 
Wen crist was taken In [« nijt, 
Hit lyt' me from nijtua* sine, 
pat i neuer be tak* )>er-iDne. 




Gladii et fuateg. 

SnerduB and battna {>at |>ef here 
Imu crist ]>er-with* to fere — 
From findos, lord, |>ow^ kepe me 
Of bem aferd |»t i ue be. 
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1lhe pens also that ladas tolde, 
Wher-for iera cryste was solde— 
Lorde, Bchjlde me from treson and conet^H, 
32 Ther-in that I deye in no wyse. 




The lantern Jwt they bare in the lygthe, 
Whan cryste was takyn vritk-ia \fi nygtti^— 
Lord, kepe me from nygthys aynne, 
That I nenyr be take ther-In. 



Owerdys and stauya that !»■' bere 
^ Ther i«gu cryste to fere wttA there— 
From feudys, lorde, kepe thow me. 
Of them, lorde, a-ferd that I not bt. 
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Arundinei. 

CriBt had a stroke with a rede, 
per- with ^ iewes brak his hed'; 
With gad chere dnd milde moode 
Alle he tholnd' and atille' stode : 
Wen i miado or ani man me. 
Hit be for-j^f for {nt pit^. 



S" 



[Mamus depiUam et aU^xma. 

The houd, lord, )iat tare of )>yn here, 

And )ie honde {lat flapped under |)In here— 

pat pine be my eocour there 

That y haue y-ainwed wttA myn* here, 

And of alle o]>ur aynne al so 

pat wi|> myn eren haue y herkened ta]* 



> Wi)> s n»d be taadda ■ rtnln. 
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Uytixe a zarde he had a stroke, 
per-wtti the iewya hya hede they broke; 
-WttA good chere and myld mode, 
Alle he suf^d and stylle he Btode. 
Whan I mys-do ar ony man do me, 
It be for-zeve for that pet^. 




rphe handys, lorde, Jvit tare of thyn here, 
-'- And l>* bande Jiat clappyd the vndyr \fi 
For |>flt peyn, lorde, be myn socowre there 
That I haue synnyd with pryde of here, 
And alle othyr synnys also 
That witA erya I haue herkynd to. 
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Velamen ante tmdoi, 
pe cloth be-fore [an ine to. 
To bobbe' ))e |>ey knyt it bo, 
Hit kepe me from' uenianuB 
Of childbod and of ignorauQS, 
And of other^ ainnus also 
pat i haue with my ine do. 
And with* nose smellnd eke, 
Bo|>e hope] and eke' seke. 







Ttmwt iacoDsutUis et vtstis pwrpwna. 
pe whit cote J>at hade aem none 
And )>e purpm^ )iej lajd both npou on 
pey be jay Bokur and mf helping, 
pat my bodi h&ty usud soft closing. 






iiizedbv Google 



THB SYMBOLS OP THS PASSIOH. 



rphe clothe be-rom tliyn eyn too, 

-^ To bobbyn the they knyt it boo— 

Lord, kepe me from vengawns 

Of chjldhode and of ignorawns, 

And eke aynnys also 

That I haae eeiie witA myn eyn too, 

And with myn noae amyllyd eke, 

Bothe olde and seke. 




rphyn own cote that had Berne noD, 
■'■ The puipylk {wt they leyd lotte vppe-on— 
Lorde, be myn socowre and myn helppyng 
64 That myn bodye bathe Tsyd mya clothyng. 
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MntlMndi 

irithwUdilM 



Virge et flagelle. 

With jerdea grete |>ow were to-dachnd, 

With sconrgee smert al to-lachad, 

pat peine me soker' of eintrns', 

OF sloath and of idelnes. 




Corona tpinea. 

pe coroune of [Kim on {lin hed ^nat, 
pin her to-tar, yi skyn to-brast ; 
Schild' me from pein of heUe pit, 
pat i haue deeenind |)orow uan-witel 



Hurlb 
teitoi 



CohimpTia cum eorda. 

To |ie piler, lord, al so 

With a rop J>ey' boundun )>e to ; 

pe seoewes from (« bones bmst. 

Bo hard hit was draw and etrened fast ; 

pat bond me aleee of bondea, 

Of unkind dede and unkindnes*. 

ncour. » ijiuaVii. >t*t«liiM, • w»i»-wil 'men 



19 tf fipM wd and Iw vn^nd*. 
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Uythe zardya grete Jwu ware alle to-daechyd, 
WitA Hcoi^H smerte alle to-laflchyd ; 
Lord, socowre me of aynnys thya, 
Of Btlovthe and eke of ydylnee. 



Tlhe crown of thorn on (4 bed presto, 
■*- Thyn here to-tere, thy skyu to-breste. 
Lord, socowre me of Bynnye tbys, 
Of Btlowtbe and eke of Idylnes. 



niO ^ pyller, lorde, also, 
-■- WitA a rope men bowiid ^ too, 
Hard drawe and streynyd faste ; 
76 The BenewB from jje bondys braste. 
Lorde, lose me of bondys in dystresBe, 
Tbowe I ded onkend a-geyns kyadacsse. 
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UesHgia saliiatoria, guando eaiuU per 
portam terusatem, poriando orucem, coronam 
gpineam. • coronatus, miUe paims sic 
iTuxdena, roKuta eruarem dU^Mando. 
pow bere )»e cros avd toke I>e gate 
Out at iemsalemuB 3ate; 
pin foot-ateppus auet and gode 
Wer Bene jwrow 8chedi[ii]g of J)! blod. 
per mettuat Jww with wywmem of bedlem, 
AtuI al so with wymmen of ierMMlem, 
And alle' Jiey wepten for f>i turment; 
To hem |)ow seyduet ap«rtiiient, 
"Ne wepe 30 not for iny wo, 
But for 30ure* self and joure childume uJbo ; 
For hem je menu ful Bore wepe, 
And salt teres for hem lete, 
For ])ey schul haue turment hard 
An hundert wintur her aiterwart" 
po steppuB of* sine jif us pardoun, 
Wen we gon with' deuociun 
On' pilgremage on hora or fote; 
Of alle oure sinnua' fey ben our bote. 

3 yiv. ^ Al J«j Bl«ppi4 of oure, * we gooUi wi|i good. ^ A. * 
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Thowe bare the cros ouyr the lake, 
ui' Owt of Uieru^alem at the gate ; 

Thy fote-Bteppys swete and good 

Wer aene throwe achedymg of ))' precyUB blode. 

pou mettyst with womeN of betbleem, 
84 And alao womea of ihenisalemj 

AUe they wepyd for \fl torment ; 

To them pan aeyddjst a-perte-ment, 

"Wepo ze not for myn woo, 
88 Bnt for zowre childyr olao j 

For tbem ze maye sore wepe, 

And aalte teryB for them lete; 

For they schal haue torment hard 
92 An hunJyrd wyntyr here-aftyrwa[r]d." 

Tho steppys for vb of grace zeue pardon, 

Whan we goo, wytho denocyon, 

On pylgrymage on hors ar on fote. 
96 Of myn synnya, lorde, be myn Iwte. 
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Clavi. 

pe naylea Jiorow fet and handua to — 

pey helpe me out of aimie ond wo 

pat i haue in my liue do, 

With handua haudult, with fet i^. 



^aUeus. 

pe hamur bothe eteme and gt«t 

pat drof ))e naylee Jiorow hond anA^ 

pey' be my aocur' in my lyf, 

3if i* man smot with ataf or knyf 




Uas euM /eUe. 
m.n.] pe uescel with eyael and with galle 

S^I^TTd ■ Kep me from J)*' sinnus alle, 
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The uaylyB throwe fete luid hajidjB also, 
Lorde, kepe me owt of sjiine and wo<^ 
That I hane i« myn lyBe doo, 
100 WttA handjfn handjrld or on fote goo. 



rphe hamyr bothe stent and grete, 
-'- pat drofie ^ uajlys throw hand and fote, 
Lord, be myn socowr in alle mjn lyffe, 
104 Ifie ony man stiyke me witA etaffe or knyfie'. ' 



nhe veBsel of ayaylla and of galle, 

L Lord, kepe me from f* aynnja alle, 
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pat to )>e Boal ia fowl nenim, 
Pat i be not pnsoiid ^-mtt*. 




SpOTigea. 
■UtUo po ])ow thuratnduHt aor with-alle, 

sHv^idia pey ^eufe ],e eysel medult with galle; 

"eTSijjni P"* ' ^^^ dronken in glotonie, 

ottfottoBj- Hit saue me wen i achal diee, 

pat, lord, now i pray to j>e 
For |)at greuauns ^w enferdet for me*. 



1101. 77 bj 
^t of pride 




Lanoea. 

Lord, [le scharp spere i-ground« 

pat in ]>in herd mad a wonde. 

Hit kuench ))e sine' Jiat i hane wrogt. 

With at myn hert euel i-Jwwt, 

And of my stont prid Jier-to, 

And myn unbuzunmea al-so. 




pe laddnr npeet be enchesonn 
Wen [tow wer ded be take adoan*. 
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That to sowle ben venym, 
108 That I be not pojrsyad tber-in. 



C=§^ 




W" 



Than pen thrystyd sore wrtA^le, 

They gaffe the eysyll wttA byttyr galle j 
Alle pat I haue dronke in glotenye 
1)2 For-geue me, lorde, ar than I deye. 



T ord, the spere so seharpe T-grownde, 
-'-' pat in thyn herte made a wownde, 
It qnenchyth the syone pat I baue wrowt, 
With alle myn harte fulls ewle thowt, 
And myn Btowt pryd also, 
And myn onbuznmnea ther-too. 



innnnnnr 



nhe ledder, vppe-eet be encheson 

■- Whan poa war ded to be take a-down, 
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Wen i ham ded in' ani sinne 
Take me |)at i ne die |>er-ine. 




I'orcept. 
hwum pe tongeB ))at drow {« nayles oat, 

tMiai^ Of fet, of handes, al about, 

And louset his' bodi horn )« tre, 
pu.nj Of alle mj sinnus )>ey lese* me. 





Ivdeaa »pv»M infaeie cliristr. 
pe iewe (lat spit' in goddua face — 
For he hit euffurd, he jjf ub' grace ; 
pat I haue reuilud or ani man me, 
For Jrtit despit for-jyf it be. 
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Whan ])at I am In synne, 
124 Lord, lete me not dey ther-iu. 




The pensyunye, yat drewe ji« naytys owt 
OF fete and handya, alle a-bovrt, 
And loayd ^ bodye from y tre, 
Of myn aynnys, lord, lose Jwu me. 



rrihe iewye l>ot apytte, lorde, in thy face 
-'- Ze sufiyrd alle, and gaffe them grace j 
That I haue gylte or ony man me, 
132 It be for-zeue for jiat pet4. 
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ChriBtna portans crwcem m kumero. 
pe cros be-hind his bak-bon 
pat he ^Ind deth nppon — 
Jif me grace in my Hue 
Clene of sine me to echriue, 
And )>erto nerey' repentanns, 
And here to iulRIle my penauns. 



Se^ptdanasi christi. 

pe sepnlcur |>at* |>erinne was layde 

His blessud bodi al be-bled* — 
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fTihe croB be-hynd J>1 bakke-bon, 
J- pat you Buffyrd dethe Tppe-on — 
Lord, geue me grace, in my lyue, 
136 Cleue of syDiie me to schryue, 
And ^er-to very repentawnB 
WttA Bpas to pfirforme myn penawns. 



T 



Ihe sepulkyr wher-in ]jou war hyd, 
pi blyBsyd bodye alle for-bled — 
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He me send, or (>ot' i deye, 

Sorow of hert and ter of ye, 

Oler and' cleusud )>at i 1>e, 

Or i to my grane tee; 

So fat i mow' on domua day 

To ))e* dom cum with-out dedii* fray 

And wend to* blls in' cmnpanie, 

per' os' men Bdiul'* neuer dye, 

But dwelle in ioy wit oure lord i^t'^, 

per is ener day and neoer nijt, 

pat last sclial with-outen eude; 

Now iesa crist [ub]" I>idiir send", ami 



• Jul. " K^sJ. 11 «f>oa)tedrl]l, r«douT«Dri]t. 

18 tddg twa lina :— 



nwn tollDn Kt aoH ; — 

ThiH am» of crM boSn god oi 



To leja hit & twdia numtbe «ba dai wlb 
Hb h^ dia tiwwBuiiid and Hoen hupdn 
And biK > jm and dajag Urn 
Tbb b r-gnnntjid for to b« 
Jnd For Ihs nmlele haw b> mir 
Fonrly daycfl nuTTdie d^ 
And for the pjt^ with (OOd dian 
GnwDl^ <> nileiia tbowiuiDd jen 
^nd alie [so] tMiij div» )w4o 
For to legge autfrjr daj A patar matfr ai 
gCreda. 
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Lord, gramit me, ar ]wt I deye, 
Sorowe of herte with tetjs of eye, 
Clene clenflyd for thy mercye, 

144 Er )>at I in myn gr&ue Ijo, 
So ^t I may at domys daye 
To Jkrt dome cum witA-owt firaye, 
And wend to blysBO in cnmpany, 

148 Tfaer u men schalla vouyr dye, 

But dwelle In blysse with pat lord hry^iu, 
Wher euyr is day bnt neuyr nygthe, 
And leat »chal vttA-owt ende : 

162 Jetus cryste tb thedyr send! 
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TBS BTHBOLa OF THB PASSION. 




Lonl.ftic>u' 



■courg^ud 



Omciamm aedonet tesu christo tlanli to 
M^iuioro. 

Ilumk )re, lord, )>Bt )>ow me vroat, 
And vitb strong peynus |>ow me bout; 
I )iaiik ^, lord, with rufnl entent 
Of )>i peynui and )>i tnnuent, 156 

With carfiil hert and dreri mod, 
For Bchedynd of ))i swet Mod. 
What maj 1 say )>ow hast doua for me 1 
pi bodi waa bonden to a tre, 160 

With Bconrges knit ]>e bnottts' grete 
pi bleeaad bodi waa al for-bete, 
On eu«ri aide tumnd and tome, 
Alao naked as ^w were borne, 
pat hoi Bted waa found none 
Fro )« croun to )>e ton. 
pi hleaand bodi ]>er hit atod, 
Al hit waa be-helet in blod; 
And when )iow were bo for-«wong. 
Among y« ioes j^ey did )>e hong. 
With schaip naylna )>orow hand and f 
pey let |>e hong til ^w wer ded ; 
And aftur )>i deth, to ua aote, 
pey pittun a epere to Jiin hert rote; 
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yjti MS.] THS BTHBOU OF THB lASSIOS. 195 

pe wiked iwea with stnrdi mode 
176 Let )ieF-oiit Btrem |)iii liert blod. 

Alas ! lord, [d penua |>ow tbolodnst }o, 

Onre eumns bit mad so wellawo. 

Jese iuBtmmeuttM )>at here pertend* hey '^n^. 

180 . In memori of yi bittar deyt, J^^JSHfa, 

pey bulpnn bem to do {li pasaioun, SS^^SSi, 

pey belp ns to oure Baoacioiut; 

For l^ej greuet {« ful sore, 
184 pin anguicb wex so lenger )>e more. 

Lord, wbat may i for {lat jylde )>e1 

pov dedrdoat n<^t bat lone of me. 

Lord, (>ow jif me gnce and my^t ota!'**'' 

188 With al min bert to lone J« lyjt ; I^tS"" 

Li lyf and detb, in wele and wo, 

Let nennr min bert tnrne )« fro, 

And or bit so be for thing nnwrest 
192 For lone let, lord, min hert brest ; 

In a blcflBod tym }>en fras I bore, 

When al my lone to ^ is core. 

But merd, lord, i Jie prey, 
196 pow let me nener in Bine dye, STtanrt'^ 

Werethorow i schnld dampned be ; """^ 

Derworth lord, for )ii pit£ 

pie graunt me, lord, i prey to |>e, 
200 For man lone ^ moder fn. amen. 



Peae armna of criat bo)i god tutd man, 
Sent petur )« pop discriuet bem. 
Wat man (lis armea ouer^e, 
For his ainnue son and scherenen be, 
pre jer of pardon is )« aumme 
Of sent petniB grant, fiirat pope of rome ; 
And xzx popes aftur him |iat were, 
An C dayua ich yanf with gode chere ; 
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THE STHBOLS OF THE FASSION. [Bo 

xxxTiii blchoppuB eke also, 

Ich grant bi him self xl dajiis Jier-to. 

Pope innocent mad a gret counsail 
212 And al )>ia confermed with-cmten fajl, 

And more pardon jaf also, 

iiii jere ii C dayus |>er-to ; 

And ich laschop a&jA to-for-hand 
216 For ayjt of }>e nemacal hath graunt 

zl dayus to pardon, 

And )>er-with-Bl her benison. 

And aleo who )«tt etieri 'day 
220 pis annus of crist be-hold may, 

])at day he ne Bal dee no wiked ded 

Ne be cnmbert with )>e kned ; 

And also to wymen bit is meke and mild, 
224 When )]ey trauelne of her chi[l]d. 

pe soam of wekeus to se hit ich day 

A. C. and xis and half get |>ow may, 

To sen it ich day in ]>e mone|i also 
228 V. C. jer and xviii and xii wokes )>er-to. 

To Ben it a twelf-moneth ich day enter 

Ha(i vi. M". vii. C. v. and fifti jere 

And half jere aTid dayee )>re 
232 Of pardon, ])ug popus ha|) graunted {le. 
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APPENDIX. 



DISPUTE BETWEBM MARY AND THE CEOSS. 



0' 



I litel whyle lestene]) to me 
Ententyfly, bo Iiaae ;e bljs, 
Gode eiuuumple here echnl je, 

Of noble Uator wroi^t it ia, 
How Mary spak to {le rode tre, 

Whan h^ sone woa in angvys; 
pe Crofl auBwerfd Jwt lady tre, 

Ful myldely seije clericys wys, 
pat yia tale hane made oou^tej 

pd baue exponned it by sqt, 

A good eDsamnple and a bryjt; 

Bat Apodifiim ^ holde it rijt, 
For tre spak neoere wi)> moti|>e. 

U. 
Our« lady fre, 
To fe rode tre, 

Sche made her mone, 
And seyde, "on |>ee . 
Ib fruyt of me 

Futt wo-bygone : 
With blody ble 
My fruyt I gan see, 

mlxn in thcM of tlu i»iTeiiKindIiig (Un 



[ttorml US. 



nt, pp. 13t-l«, Um oidn 
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Among hys foue : 
Of Sorewe I see, 
Hys Teynes fle 
Fro blody bone: 
2?-^S:^rf H Tre, >ou doBt no trentM), 

tSlta* On pilory my frayt to pynne, 

JSj*"^ He haji no spot of Adam eymie, 

FleBScbe and veynea fle atwymie, 
■WberfoM I rede of reii)w. 

ni. 

"CfON.tiv % Croa, [li hoadea Bchul bo blamed, 

ba bbiud tDT Uy ggde fmyt ^oa hast bigyled; 

**lhi* J)e fruytes modir was neuw femed, 

My wombo is fair* foimde Tnfyle[d] : 
Child, why art )Kia u<^t aechamed 

On pilory to be I-pyled, 
As grete ^evya |Nrt were gramed, 

pat deyeden ]>oroii; her werkia wyldel 
^ Blode from hede is hayled, 

AH to-fowled is my faire fmyte, 
OMiMKH pat neuer dyd tr^t ne truyte 

WttA Jieuys ^t loue ryot mrijte ; 
Why Bchal my sone be nayledl 

IV. 

% pe grete \ievyB galowes wers greyd, 
pot euere to robbe ronnen ryfe; 
Vfhy achal my sone {Mr-on be leydet 
gj^*^^ He noyjed nenm- man ne wyfe. 

j;fi?£_ A drynt of deeji Bo]>ely seyde, 

m««)' Cros, J>ou jeuyst' >e lord of lyfe : 

> m ]mw. Hys veynea breke wttA |>i breyd^ 

My fixtyte stont in stroke aTid stryfe: 
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S3f The &iT« &nyt« of mj' flessche, 
M; leue childe wt'tA-oute Uk, 
For Adam goddii biddyng brak; 
pe blood ran on my briddes bak, 

66 Droppjuge as dewe on rysBche. 

IV. 

IT The lugemeut haue )«i loaned 
To here foolea fuH of Bynne ; 
3it acholde my sone fro ^ee be soyued, 
60 And ueuw hys blood on )>e rynne ; 
But now is tm)« vitA tresoun twyned, 

WttA a )>eef to benge fer in Fenne; 
With fele uayles bys feet be pyned, 
64 A careful modir men may me kenne, 
% In balya I am bounde : 

pe brid yat was of a mayde borne, 
On )iU tree is all for-tomej 
68 A broche )H>row hya breeet was borne, 
Hys hert now ha)> a wonnde. 



Tre, )>on art loked by lawe 

pat a )>eefe and a traytow on ^ schal deyC; 
Now is tru|>e witA tresoun drawe, 

Vertu is falle by Ticya weye; 
Love and tru)<e and 8o)>efa8t sawe, 

On a tre traytowrs do teye. 
Now is vertne wttA vyces alawe : 

Of (dl TflrtueB cryBt IB keye, 
Vertue is swetW {ad spyces, 

In foote and honde he bere)> blody pr^ke, 

pe heed is fiiH of ))oni«e )>ikke, 

pe goode hange]; among ^ wikke, 
Vertue )>nB deie]> wi|j vyces. 
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VI. 
SSi ™? f Cto8. Tnkynde (wu schalt be kyd, 

"w"*"^' My BonjB Htepmodir I |>e oftlle: 

My bridde was borne iritA beeate on bedde, 

And 1^ my FleisBcbe my &uyt gan &ll[e], 
And vitA my breeetys my brid I fedde ; 
Crosj )>ou jyueet hym eys^ and galle I 
My wHte rose rede is apred, 

pot floryaacbed was in fodders stalle ; 
Tb»iiniiw ^f Feet and Sure handea 

ttut I tun " 

«™™inow pat now be croTsed I kissed hem ofte, 

btBgtlttH. ■' ' 

I lulled hem and leyde hem eofte : 
And }>on Croe haldea hym hije alofte 
Bounde in blody bondeel 

vn. 

[iMiit7b.] ^ My love I lulled vppe in hya leir, 

WttA cradel-bande I gan hym bynde, 
Crofl, he itike}i vppon ))i ateir, 
vtiud h* Naked in be wylde wynde : 

^M wind. Fowles formen her neat in fo eyr. 

Foxes in den rest ^i fynde, 
But goddys sone and heuenys eir, 
Hya hede holde^ on ]>ome8 tynde, 
^ Of moomyng I may mynne : 
°*'^to ^^ sonys hod haj> rerte qouo, 

btaSita*™ ^°* ^*°^l' *"* I* Bchuldre bone j 

pe )iomes )>OFOW ^ panne ia gone 
Thya woo I wyto synne. 

vm. 

Sobigh, (1 ^ Cros, to sle hym ia Jn aleijie, 

IuMmi him. My blody brid )>on berest fro blyase ; 

H"iiiifMi. Croa, fou hold^ hym hije on hei|)e, 

Hya fftira feet I may not kysae; 
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M; mon^ I patte, m^ Bvere I strecche 

9yB feet to kja ; 
pe lewM fro )>e croi me kecche, S»/™' 

116 And on me make her mowe tanye, c!^' 

% Her nme and h^ unwdea ; 

w T . c™«,lhMi 

Pe leweB wroiqt on me wo : m "w^ 

OoB, I fynde bon art my fo, u^unmy 

120 My brid (Nm berist beten bio ; 
Amoug ^ea folys frawdye." 

IX. 

^ CristyB Croa |>an jaf ansvere : — soncte cnu. 

"Lady, to )>e I owe honour, 
124 pi biyjt palme now I here ; 

My Bchynyng achewe^ of )>i flour, 
Thy trye fruyt I to-tere j 
pi frnyt me floryssohi); 
128 pe worlde to wynne as f 
pis hlosaom blomed in 
% Not idl for l>e alone, u^"* 

But forto wynne all yiw word; 
132 pat walterefi vndir )« denelea Hwerd : 

porowe foote and honde god lete hym gerd, 
To amende mumys inone. 



Adam dyd fa& grete hanues, 

He bote a fruyt vuder a bowe, 
perforo )ii fruit apred hya armes, nyihum 

On tn ]>at is t^ed witA tyndea towe ; uiatmefor 

Hya body is smyte ny |>e )iarm». 

He Bwelt wttA a awemely swow ; 
Hya breest ia bored with deetna armea. 

And WttA hya dee)> fro dee)> th drowe 



blood colour 


ThjfruH 


mayat here; 


flooriibHb: 
ndbloali 


hour. 


It bloomed 
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APPKin>IZ. 

% And 1^ hya goode freendys. 

As IsayBB epak in prophecye : 
He seyde ']ii sone, seynt Haije, 
Hys de)>e slowe de)ie in Caluarye, 
And leuej' witA-oute endys'. 

XII, 

T Lady, love do|w ^ tJ^ge 

Fniite piikhyd wttA eperys orde: 

I Gros, wit&-oute knyoes egge, 
I kerae fruit best of horde ; 

AH is rede, Ribbe and i^ige, 
pe bak bledeji agens Jie borde; 

I am a pyler and ben a brigge, 

Qod la ^ weye, witaesse one worde; 
IT Qod sei)> he is so)>e&st weye : 

Many folk slode to hell slider. 
To henene noman cowde ^der, 
Til god deijed and taujt whider 

Men drawe whan )>ei d^e; 

xin. 

% And Hoyaes foarmed hya figour, 

A whyte lam.be, and noon o^er beeet 

He sacred bo otuv sanyowr, 
To be mete of myites meeat, 

And chosen cheef in honour, 
I bare fleisBche to folkys feest; 

Ism cryst onr« creatour, 

Hys Flesadie fede)> levte and mest, 
V BoBted ujKDB ))e scmne; 

On me lay ^ lambe of lore, 
I was pUtar, hya body above, 
Whan fleeadie and reynes i^ to-dore, 

Wtt& blood I waB bironne. 
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APPENDIX. 

xrv. 

% Jii) Hojsea yi& resoun rad, 

'Ete jourd lambe yrith BOur« Yergeova' ; 
176 Sowr» saws make (>e sowle glad, 
Sorove for syimeB oures; 
pot vergeoQS make)) ^ fende a-drad, 
And ter fle)) fro goddia spous ; 
180 And here a ataaf and etonde sadde, 

Whan flessche }i* fedi|> in goddiB hows, 
V pis staf is (stjbUb orouche ; 

Stonde )Kia atyt by \nB stake, 
184 Whan je fonge jowr« fleissche in take, 
pan ma; )re deu^ no mayBtryes make, 
3onr« sowlea to tonche. 

XV. 
IT Wlian pordoun is schewed witA a sciTne, cuafii 

188 With boke on herd with nayles smjte, wriiMni 

WttA rede Uttrta wryten blyne, 

Blewe and blok among me pjte : 
H; lorde I likne to yat signe, 
192 pe body was bored attd on borde bete, J^;^ 

In brijt blode ours bake gan Bchyne; 
How woo he was no wijt may wyte, 
IT Ne rede in hys rode ; 
196 ^ouie pordoun boke fro top to too, 
Wryten it was fuH wonder woo, 
Beds wonndes and strokes bloo, 
^onre boke was boonde in blode. onrbookw 

XSIII. 
200 IT In holy write )>iB tale I herde, 
How riche jifds god ts jaf; 
God sei)) hym-Belf a good acheporde, ^Sad 

And eairj herde byhone}) a staf ; M^»it«< 
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tb*crMj>iik pe croa I katle {le heerdfs jerde, 



■bnlMcA 



parmth ]>e ieuji ft dent he ;a^ 
WttA )>at )eid )>e Tolfe be werid, 
Wfti djntes drofe hj'm a)) to draf." 
^ pe Croe ^u tale tolde, 

How he waB )« Btaf ia herdia hande, 
.AoMii. Whan icbeep boreten oute of baode', 

m tb* pe wolfe he wered oute of lande 

ftiM. pat deuouride crjatJB folde. 

XTUL 

'!■■ IT Oure ladje seyde, "Croi, of Jri werk 

Wonder najt {lei I be wrolve, 
pus aeyde Poule, cryeieB clerk, 

To J« fik^ lewee, vttA-onte o|>e, 
lewes atone hard, viith synnea merke, 
'"•'1* pei bete a lambe wttA-oute lo(>e, 

™* Softw )>an water vndw eerk, 

Milk or mode melled bo]>e: 
•^JSii IT p6 lewefl wera )« hard stonys. 

„J™^ Softw Jian watw or mylk lycour, 

Or dew ^at lithe on lily-flour 
Was crutea body in blode colonr, 
pe lewes brisseden bys bonys. 

XX. 

K Sij>e niannys sone waa ao nedy. 

To be lad as a lamb bo mylde, 

'™ Why were gylours bo gredy 
J^*"* To fowle ao my feire chyldal 

innkB And GroB, why were )Hm ao redy 
grj^ My frnite to foule fer ia felde )" 

MCnB. pe croa Beyde, "to make )>e deu^ dredy, 
•aSSiS t^i^d Bchope me achelde achame to acheld^ 
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V Si|re lombe of lore dyede, 

And on me jelde hys goost with Toys; 
236 Men chose me a reljk dioya, 
pe aigne of Iwu Crystw Oroya, 
per dar no deuyl abyede : 

XXI. 

IT Hsny folk, I defende &o h^ fbos": 

240 OivteB oroB |>is save he seyde : — ■ 

"Heuene gate was kei)ied clos 

Til lambe of love nor he deyede. 
It is write in tixt and glos : 
244 For Oiatis dee|> prophetea preyde : 
TiU lambe of love deyed and rooa 
In h^ pyne many folk waa teyde : 
IT In )>e houre of hqeat noone, 
248 pe lombe of love eeide his )>Dii)t — 

'AH is foHfilled )><rt weH was wronjt, 
Man is oute of bondya brou}t 
And heuene doiys vndone ' : 

XX^III. 

262 if And I was Cros and kepte )>at jifte 

pat jene was of fadres graunt, 
I waa loked I scholde vp-lifte 

Qoddis sone and Maydenes faunt*, 
266 Noman had schelde of scrifte; 

pe deu]^ Htode as lyoun raumpannt, 
Many folk he keighte to hdl clifte, 

TiU t>e dyntea of )>e croa gan hytn adaunte ; 
260irMy dede is founde and boked, 

AH )ie werke Jwt I haue wroujte 

It was in ]>e fadrea for)ioujte, 

Lonely lady, lak me noujte, 
264 I dyd as I was loked. 
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XXXIV. 

% In watw and blood cristenyng wu wroujt, 
Holy writ witnesBi]* it w^, 
And in ye w^ of wor{>i )>on3t, 
22ii^S? Man is criBtened to Boule hele ; 

ISS^j;^ pe blood Jwt all fe world ha)i boiqt, 

A digne cristenyng he gan me dele; 
Cryst in cristenjuge for^t me non^t^ 
Hy[a] freeache blood wban I gen (ele : 
% Mayde modir and wyne I 
mi blood Crystiia blood jaf me bapteme, 

^MHinA Byetreke I waa wttA rede atreme, 

PmIUsM Whan Jem bled vpon a beme, 

Of cipnase and Olyue. 

XXXV. 
If Imo seyde to Nichodemus 
bibon'wtia ^* * '^*" ^^ twies born, 

"li^'* Whan domesday echal blowe his bemys, 

*"■*»• He Bchulde lye as man lorn, 

Firat bore of wombe where rew|>e remya, 

Si)i wttA font synne is Bchom : 
And I was croa to mannya quemya, 
Ttobnitiutd I baar )>e &ayt )k)u bere afom, 

»«te, tvtbH IT For Jri beryng alone; 

But I had bom hym efte. 
Fro riche reat man had be refte 
And in a lore logge lefte. 
Ay to gniccbe and grone. 

XXXVL 
onuoaantar T pon were crowned henene queen, 

nHt^miwd For (le bir)ien ))at ]>on bere, 

™^ pi garlond ia of grociona greene, 

Of hejt Emp«re8se and heuene Kmpen; 
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I am )>e relyk )xit schyne^ Bchene, 
Ueu wolde vyte where I wer«. 

At )>e pleyn parlement I schal been, 
At domesda; prestly to pere ; 

Wian god schal seye r^t fwre, 
' Trewly on ^>ee rode tre, 
Man, I dyed for loue of )« ; 
Kan, what baet )>on do for me 

To be my frendly kre%' 



XXXVII. 

304 IT At parlement I wil put pleynyng, 

How maydenea sone on me gan steni^ 
Spera and sponnge and hard naylyng^ 

pe hard hede )>e helme gan kerne; 
306 And I Bchal crye rijtful kyng, 

nk man bane as |>e B«rue, 
p« rijt Bchul ryse to rycbe reynyi^t^ 

Tmyt and treget to helle schal t«rve: 
312f Mayde meke and mylde! 

Ood took in y> hy[s] fleesch trewe, 

I bare {li fruyt lele and newe ; 

It IB rijt ^ rode to Eue belpe schewe 
316 Man, Ttmutn, and chylde". 



■hillUuDba 



xxxvin. 

pe queen }>ua acorded wttA )ie Cros, 
AjeuB hym apak nomore epeehe; 

pe lady jaf ^ cros a coese, 

pe lady of love longe loue gan seche. 
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pe queen and |>e cros acord : 

pe qaeen bare first, ye ctob aftirward, 
To feccke folk fro hdhrard. 
On holy steyrea to etyje vpward 

And reigne yrith oure lord. 



XXXIX. 

A olerk fourmed ]iis figour 

Of Mariea sorwe to seije samme, 

As he had see in scharp Bchour, 

Hot crUtes armes were rent and ro 

pe cros is a colde creatour 

And euw jit waa deef and dnm, 

pie tale floriBached witA a faire fiour, 
pM poynt I pnme apocrifUm ; 

Witneese wag uener Eounden 
pot euere crystis cros qxik, 
If e ovre lady leyde bym no lak, 
But fbrto diyne |)e deuytt a-bak, 

Men epeke of Crist«H wonaden. 

A clerk fourmed }>is fantasye, 

On cristea Bteruyng stok to atere ; 

pat bare )« body i& blody, 

'Whan de))ea dent gan hym ders, 

pis Apoerifnm is no foly : 

In Bwich a lay dar ^ n^t dere 

pat do|)e man to seke marcy, 
Wikked werkea awey to were, 

Is tixte fill wefl ie write ; 

A lombe' ha]) larged aU ^is glose. 
Plenty speche )w<In to prose, 
pe counseifi of )« cros to Tncloae 

Of Maryea woo to witc. 
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XL. 
356 IT In fleashly wede S^^S** 

God gan hym hede, moft^gwb. 

Of mylde may Si,' b^° *" 

Was born to blede, 
360 As crietee crede 
So|)ely to say; 
Oq stokky stede 

He roode, men rede, SJS^'l™' 

364 In rede aray. ItoS'''" 

Fro deuelis drede 
pot duk vs lede 
At domesday, 
368 IT Whan pepil echal parte and passe [lenfiMi.] 

To holy heuene and heH pe wode. Sr'"*''c™i 

Now Gristes croese and crystes blode iJiditth' 

And Maries praier mylde and goode gS^'hl^Si" 

372 Graunte vs fw lyfe of grace. Amen, ofgr™. 
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FESTIVALS OF THE CHURCH. 



% Deo MOStro iocunda sit landacio. 

IT loyeful preisyng to god cure lord 
pe Bawter book bere{> record, 

I. 
The Lord ig i rpte lord bat is a howstolder, 

bouseholdeF ; I ' 

otoSStS"" ^*'^ ''"'" '"^^^ ^'^'^ ^^ *^'' 

'""'■ ^iue^ hem wedys hym self do)?e were, 

Oa bolstre bed her balye bat ; 
Tunge gyue|) talke and stere 

To preysen hym men taken gat; 
icinoio-to Oii*^ l""^ **■ preise ia no ler, 

tort. °" pe same help man he hyhat, 

With hym on bedde, man, {ion sat 
IT On t>e bolstre of heuene blisee. 
HsbedMh With hya fleisshe he fediji ]>*, Jwu wost wet Jiifl, 

fleih. pi sowle Bchol be clad aB hys 

In lyfe )>at ueuermore lat. 

II. 
^ Malochie witnesse ha]i gunne 
In hye rewle, as it is rad ; 
jmuisih* He 8eiJ» ]>at god ia soojtfast suwne, 

God. And in ^t same |>i sowle is clad ; 

T^iwt ^ pi lordes wede }>an haat [wu wonne 

ram^nihuid And "with hys fleisshe Jii gooat is fed j 

Jwh^v iT'' H* '^* atame bys pyement tunne 
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APPEHDIZ. 

To make his gode gestis glad, 
24 1[ WitA a apere of gronnden gad; 
pan was fonnde a fell fawaet, 
In |>e trie tunne it waa sette. 
In criBtee hert waa pijt and pette, 
28 H7B breet was al be-blad. 

IIL 
IF I bane ioje forto gest 

Of |>e lambe of love witA-oute o|>e ; 
Hfs fleascbe is oure faire feest, 
32 And curteislf he ;eue)i vs clo)ie. 



IT. 
f Yiij feestis oure lord gaii dreaee. 
And idl be newe tnery jere. 
Keucne quene and belt Emp^esae, 
36 A bliaful bloBUm [>i bosum bere ! 
IT His fleiash fedi)> more and tease. 

And feDdi|) vs ^m feendis fere ; 
pe kiraeH sprang at Oriatemaaae 
40 pat now is crist in a cake clere, 
IT pe preeat drynke|) blesayd here, 
QoddiB blood in aacrament. 
AXmy^tf god omnipotent, 
44 Hya bleasyd body ha)) sent 

To fede hys freendys here. 



|i»ri3i.] 



Cristemasee first is founde, 

Whan god was borne witA beeat in bynne. 
At newe jere cryat |>oled wounde 

And schadde hys blood for mann-u«' synne. 
pe Epiphanye U gret on grounde. 

On eatre day wel|>es we wynne. 
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On holy (lursday god stije )iat stounde. 

On witeoueday god gan mynne 

To ]>enke on monnys kynne, 
He sent nun |>e holy gooit 
pe Triniti^ feest ha|> myjtes moost. 
In Corpus ckritA wel Jwu woost, 

la ioyned oure loye with gyuue. 

VL 
At CHstemaSBe mayde )[ary, 

))orowe helpe of |>e holy goostu heste, 
pi brid waa bom and lay |ie by, 

Aboute bo^ bynne and beeate. 
pe Anngels maden melody 

For ioye of crietis feeate ; 
A clere note |>ei aang in |ie sky. 

Whan kyngt* sone bare tieiashty create. 

Scheperdes meest and leest, 
" Ioye to god fuH of love," ■ 

Herden )«i Auagels aynge above, 
"Pea to man, ye deuyH ia drove 

Fro goddis trone in |ie eeet." 



firopbttM, 
prophaH^ of 



VII. 
pan my^t ]>e mylde may aynge 

Yaaye f>e woord of (lee; 
pou aeydeat a jerd schulde aprynge 

Oute of )>e rote of lentiU lease. 
And Bcbulde floure witA florisschyug, 

With primeroaes greet plenty ; 
In-to |»e croppe schulde come a kyng, 

put ie a lord of power and pyt^, 

My swete aone I aee, 
I am l>e jerde, you art ye flour, 
My brid is borne by beest in boure, 
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ATPENDIX. 



t/Iy ptimeToee my paramour, 
WitA love I lulle pee. 



VIII. 
3it iny}t ye my Ide may among 

Her cradel trille to and tro. 
And syng, Osye, )>i song ! — 

" De()e, my dejw sohal |>ee sla" 
pe de)>e of heH ib fufi strong. 

Where spiritea bren in biases bio ; 
pe fieashe schal dye jxit my sone gan f 

And sle {Kit de[>e for enermo ; 

To belle my child scbal go. 
As Osye bigan to speke, 
pou Bchalt mngefi belle cheke 
And beti ban-a J>i hand schal breke. 

And fette frendes fro wo, 






IX. 

H Balaam tolde hya trewe entente, 
Of soo|ifaBtueBse he acbewed a 
100 Of lacob schulde a token be gleiite, 

A aterre ^t schulde achewe and schyne. 



Moyaes finU wdl he apak 

Of ]>e lambe ]>at aprang of mayden clene, 
A white lambe, witA senn hitik 

Spotty myjt he neuere bene; 
He lyued wttA-oute lak, 

Tin a apere bys loue gan spene, 
Wban lambes blood on breeste and bak, 

No boon was broke witA lewes kene; 

pe lambe scbyned full schcne, 
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pat Mary lulled in louely place, 
Ab Bcbe vaa ful AiH of grace, 
To loke in )w lambea face, 
pat Hijt god lene vs Bene. 



IT Seint lohan wroot wi)i penue, 
Jif Jwu lyueat in charyt^, 
pe lombe of loue lyue|> with (>e. 
And in god )ii goost scbal be. 
In weljie heuene to wynne. 

XII. 
If Make cristys craddl of \ii berte, 

In bonde of love bynde hym fast. 
On a poure be^er put a scherte. 

And woUen wedys ^t warm yn& last. 
To poure in prisonn )>ou achalt sterte, 
And ;eue )>e wrecches of J>e good yon hast. 
IT pis seyle sette on J»i mast 

And seyle in-to ]>e blisse of beuene ; 
At domesday god schal fuH euene 
Monewe ye dedis of mersy seuene 
To kaytyfes )>at be cast. 

XIII. 
if Rokke yi cradelt hije and lowe, 

Mirjic and Miscbeef baue in mynde. 
In heuene is ioyned ioye Inow, 

In hell fyre and fil^ }>ou schalt fynde ; 
WbaBshe )>i sowle white as snowe, 

And in )>at bed |;is bam scbal )>e bynde ; 
Id a cote, wit^oule slow, 

Oure lady lolled (>i leve frende. 
IT Man baue {>is in mynde, 
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140 Bokke )ti cradeH aboue jw skye, ^af'^L, 

penk on ]« Madenya melodye, Ui^iky. 

penk on belle etynkyng stye, Thi kof 

Where goostia bren in bynde. heiii iHnking 

XIV. 
1441TIn vitas patrum, a fiider booke, 
Swiche B, tale ]ier is tolde ; 

A flinfuH womman crist foreooke, Think oiiho 

Putte in dispeir with deuelya bolde, tiui.whowu 

148 Sche waa Lent on Lard Loke, [iwfiaat.l 

For bete of feiji kepte Bcbe colde, "^evu-^" 

TiH a wyae preest witA hyr woke " ' 
And seyde, "for [« le^u waa aolde." 

XT. 

152^Take enseumple of a cbilde in towne, i^o.ampi* 

WitA myaLap Lis croune ia craked, htac'r™'"* 

WitA brode lippys he here]) boune, kliuw"* ""' 
pel* is wepyng cmd deel awaked. 

15611 pe Norys witA )« cbilde dojje roune, SSiMth» 

A rede Appil scbe ha), hym taked, ^™ uS?. 

And be foraakefi Lys aobbyng aoune, •JS'hlta"' 
And mocbel myr|ie |iere is maked. 

1601[ Now sette >i wiH styf stakede SettbyaBi™ 

In fruyte awetter Jwn any mayde, i^r^i""" 

pow |)i aynne haue bym affrayede, ww^ 

3yue hym ]ii hert and be is apayede SJjttwi 
164 pat pere bys pees ba|) makede. 






XVI. 
Was neu«r cbilde so aone stille 

WitA pere ne witA appil swete, 
As Maydens sone ])at dyed on biti 

And for |>i lone blood gan awete ; CbIihj. 



^1^ 
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Jif hym l>i herte, wttA good wifi, 

He will nel^er gnicche Be grete ; 
Hjs goost he jelde with schrikeB schrylle, 
So Io)>e he wae J>i love to lete. J 

mirnnirti'tog ^ Omt lady her hede ache schette in a schete, 

\^y ^' And jit lay BtiH doted and dased, 

^^,^^1^ Aa a womman mapped and mased, i 

S2ui'^'iS« ^^ rijtfiiH resoun rohbed <md raaed, 1 

**■ TiH fele terea gsn flete. 

XVII. 
a^-uib. f pe hoke aeij) god a8ke> lyte 

J]™*''"' •" With |)ee to make a loveday ; 

J>i hert weyeji not half a myte 1 

Ageyn (>e lyf Jwt Iftatiji ay. 
Hjwupujio Jif hym fiat, he wiH not flyte, 

^^^^^ But flemon afi >i fooa away; 

om bwni He wU )« make chartra and skryte 1 

In beuen hdl to holde )>i way. 
IT Vppon a blody bay 
P*^'*^' A chartre of pees god made to a (lef, 

^•ioDoe To aake mercy he waa leef j ] 

^JJJ"^ God bad hym go witA-oute greef, 

•''"'■ Into poradys forte play. 

xvni. 

ttiwilSr ^ T^y* f**^' »* freeete 

SS^.^SJ*' Godtyche gladed geate, 1 

""•*■ Mayden cryat keate, 

And rokked hym rijt in her reate. 

t MS. XIX. 

JJ^t™^ IT At newejere |>e flour fill fressche, 

Mw yau wu In holy writte I vndirstode 1 
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Was corve in hys tendre fleesche, 

For mannys lone ho bledde hya blode. 
pe blood droppyd aa dew on rysBche 

Fro ye mylde membre of ]/at swete fode ; 
Synne was harde, hya blood was neaache, 

To defende folk fro feendya wode. 

The lewea abonte jode 
The olde lawe to falfille; 
pe childe Bufiride and lay atille 
To bigge VB bB, and )>at was akille, 

Whyle )>e olde lawe stode. 



208irpat day his first blood he bledde, 
pat jaf man gri^ grace to haue, 
With a Bcharp flynt hys blood was schedde ; 
pat kyng was corve as a knaue, 
212 pe briddes lymes were brode spradde. 
H On Bchort membre )>6 child was schaue, 
In lowenes was I>at brid lad to haue 
To kepe men fro belle cave, 
216 Hannys BOwle to save. 
IT Lownesse lay byne)>e |>e Bterr«s, 

To bye hys chaffare ^ child payed err«s, 
Dropes rede as ripe cherrecs, 
220 pat fro bis fleasbe gan lave. 



omhsUt 



xxr. 

Qod cam not to fordo |>e lawe, 

Ij lawes fulfill he wolde ; 
Qoddis sone waa leyde fiil lawe. 

Whan he was maydenys childe on molde. 
Holy writte sei)» )>is sawe, 

For mannys goost he jaf no golde; 
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bnwgtatUi 



H7B dere blood was oute-drawe 
To heipe TB to hys heuenes holde. 
IT pe childe lay flat vufolde, 

pe riche prince was )fer6 ftprised, 
He suf&ed to be circumcised ; 
Ea«7 man )>at is weH aviged 
pt's feeat preyse he scholde. 

XXII. 

IT Feetyng vs fedde, 

pe bloode rijt yat ft brid bledde, 

Lordys and ladde 

Pr«yBe|) )>e lord pat tb ladde ! 

xxm. 

IT The Epiphanye I preyse in prees. 
Whan Jie kyngts clenly come, 
pei made her hors renncn in rees. 
To stonde stille )>ei bad so tome. 
IT WitA dromedaryes pei droue fro dees, 
Alany a hundred myle fro borne, 
To seche a childe )>at choisly chees 
In maydenes blode to blom& 
IT Swych a rose rooa nenere in Borne, 
As ])an was dad in flesshli cloke ; 
Qoddia sone a mayden soke, 
Hilk ran by pe cbildys choke, 
Swettw f>an bony on goma 

XXIV. 
IT Qold and myrre and frunk ensens, 
pei broujt to ye bom brid. 
Of riche gold one )af bym pens, 

For richest kyng he scholde be kyd, 
P«- clerkis synge her sequens. 
Frank ensens ^er is sone hid, 
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A;eiiB Tpe fende it ia defens. 

And diynej" hym vnder daung^r 1yd. 
5[ And after it betyd 
260 pat god was grettest preest, 

pan was frank ensens hym nest, 

And bitbw mirre bote is bnat, 

To de{)e lewea him chyd. 

XXV. 
264f At fe feest of Architricljn 

pe lord )»at boujt vs oute of bonde, 
Turned water in-to wyn, 
porowe bleeayng of hys holy honde ; 
268 I hope \iat blessyng schal be myn, 
Wban I lete lyfe in londe ; 
And gode man it schal be t>ine, 
To folwe god fast jif )>ou foode. 
27211 In writ I vndirstonde, 
Foure feestis fairs and ire, 
Epipbanye be Bet on |ie. 
Epiphanye blessyd (>ou be, 
276 pou kepest man fro echonde ! 

XXVI. 
IT Of fjTie lovea of barley greyn, 

And ij fysschea in rwle ia rad, 
Ood made a feest faira and pleyn. 
280 V W folk Jwr-witA he fad, 

With V lovya and fysshea tweyn. 

Greet cumpany ]>er-wttA waa glad; 
pes woordya my3t Jiou aoliely seyn, 
284 pe lord of plenty )>e pepil ^ ; 
IT Riche relef ])ei had, 

Xij baskettis full of broke mete ; 
To preyae god we are depe in dete. 
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f^g*^*" To pr«yBe hym no man forjete 

WttA speches gode and glad. 

IXVII. 
5 Foure {eetye ia one be set, 
Bj diutrs dayes it f^; 
But at ]« feest of mesure met, 
Wjn of wat«r god wroujt well, 
Pmiiu».} Neuer teatowr fedde better. 

bXiS^' V Mt folk )«n criBt gftn fede, 

£^^i|"' To flam lordau )ie kyog gan fie, 

J^^ And lohan bajied bym in |wt stede. 

ji^""* IT loban weiaacb hia feins fell 

And crysteued criBt in water colde. 
Whan crist was •»»■» wynt«r olde ; 
Thus iiij feeBtis to-gedir folde. 
To stroye )>e feade so feH. 

xxviir. 

b^iiou ^ Estren is oure fiil fode, 

P"*^ ftjod. Whan oriatis flesshe freendys schal fede ; 

But )>at ia donjtiest at nede ; 

We ete {« duke )>at died on rode, 
pat tdl deueles in belle drede; 
^^^J^ Forsake joure synnes wrecches wode, 

ibsmst^rf Or mete of mercy ]if ]ou uo mede. 

™"'' IF God bis blood gan scbede, 

His riche ribbes weren rent a3i rede, 
kinfimD^ For mannys love he |>oIed dede; 

dwimy Um Kow is hys body in forme of brede, 

prtdi. To Btroye {« prince of pride. 

XXIX. 
^Sf""^ ^ P^ kyng ha]> sent fours aomonws, 

"'''■™™*' Est tmd west in euery ende, 



iiizedbv Google 



For cterkia with clew coroanes, St""""'' 

pe mete of m«rcy hauo in mynde ; ta'^aiHo 

320 pe godspellerffl wi'tA benyaoona, iwmoniiDii 

To feat [>ei bid eoery freende, 
Ah wt^ b^tgers as baroune ; 

To goddia borde )>ei bid hem bende 
3241[ Ihe«us holt vp his ende, 

To defende tb witA a fowle (egle) in flyjt. 
A dere ose luk ha|>e dijt 
Mark a lyoun f^ in ii;t;, 
328 Mathew a man ful keade. 

XXX. 

IT pe Egle ia frikest fowte in flye, Tixeagigci 

Oner a^ fowles to wawe hya wenge ; ibirdi. 

In [lis enaanmple loban aay CBlye, ^Sttw'' 

332 Aa he elombrid in alepynge, ^iwriM. 

In goddia godhed he aay fuH hyje, 

pe heyjtes of hys hyje kynge. 
WitA-onte any 



[y/w rest is lacHng.] 
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[HaHi.oA EOBJE DE CRTTCE*. 

LIturg. 104. 
(BtMlL Llbr.) 

Ed^ ni. at Hie incipitmt matu^ne de passUme domini noitri them 
iMt»iift(!).] crisli aniipJtona. 

Patris Bapiencia ueritas diuina deus [&c.] 
Versiculua. Adoramug te criste [&a.] 
[M.»»0 DOmine iheau criste filii del uiui pone paBsionem 

crucem et mortem tuam [&o.j Amen. 

tfci.Bi.1 Qwete ihemi oryat goddie sone of lyue. 
n^ih)-"^ ^ pin * passion {lin croya Jjin ded Jtin wondes five. 
[•toi.Gi^ Beelde us houre sinfiil soules and ^ia iugement. 
'rim«Mu ^"^ *°** ^ tjme of ded ^t we ne be y-schent. 
totimslJ"* [Djeyne to jeue my[3]t an[d] grace to hem )wt moten 
^*- lyuen. 

And to dare reste here siunea ))0U for yyue. 

[*ioL63j Mo holi chirclie and *kyndom lone and pee you sende. 

And to VB wreche sinful, lif wyt-outen ende. 

pat leuest kyng god and man wyt-ontin endingge. 

Bktbm. Sot, Fader and sone and holy goat to Jjulka bl[iB]Be us 

oboM, bring brin^e. 

bite of 

poi. n 6.] ^'i primam. koraan. [Ac] 

[Toi.u.] HOra prima dominum dncunt ad pilatum. [&c.} Ado- 

ramuB te. Domiue ihesu criste. 
[•foLSit.] At prime 'iheaut was y-lad pilatns by'fore. 
jmm™ m Many false wltnesse on hym were 1 bore. 

bebra FUaU. 

• Onlj U» EvfiUh put! an bore glvin, Willi tlu baglnnlngi of the LMio pn 
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AFPBMDIX. 228 

Hiis schineB were y beten hiis honden weren y bonden. J^iJJJ* 
Hiis fac« hy gonne on spete lyt of heueae j>ey fonde, upooi'i™- 

Ad terciam horam. amen 

[A leaf is wanting here.] 
Crucifige clamitant hora teroiarum [&&] Adoramus [te]. f5^-J[^'L 

Domioe ibesu criate. 
At hondren day on wde {« giwes gonne grede. h^Stl^'^ 

In Gchom he waa i.-wonden in purpil palle wede. S^JS^ 

On hia acLulder he bar Jie croia to \e piningg* *™™*' 

Sicut ocnli ancille in manibus domine aue [Jcc] tfcLS?.] 

Hont sexta iheens eat cruce conelauatus r^.l Adoramus [bi.7ot.] 

•■ -• [fol. 710 

[te]. Domine ihesu cnste filij. 
At midday waa Wkeaug crist y-nwled to (« rode. fs'wi^Sd 

Bitwixe tweye jieues he hongid for Loure gode. toaacn» 

For (luurat of stronge pine y-fuld he was wy[{i] galle. '*''■ ^' ^-^ 
Ve holi louird so god y-wrout ^ buijt honre ainnea 

alle. 
DEua in adiutorium [dec] 

Hors nona dotuinns ihesns expirauit [itc.] Adoramus. lM.iei:i 
Domine ihesu criste filij. ['"'■ '^-l 

At none honre louerd erist of Jiyese lif he wende. aw"™ "" 

He gradde hely ])e boli gost to his fader he sende. 

A knyt wit a kene spere )<erlede bis eyde. 

pe berye qwokede |»e sonne bi-com swart Jiat erer 

*8cbon wel wide. Deus in adiutorium [Ac.]. [foL77i.i 

De cruce deponitur bora uespertina fortitude [Ac] [mbs.] 
Adoramus te. Domine ibesu criste filij. 

At enensong be was i-nome a doun ))at dere ua badde Atsnnwng 
iboujt. jji"" f™" 

His mytte hys bis str«g{>s lotede in heije holi Jiout. [m. ms.] 

Swecb de)) he under feng hele of alle wo. 
AIm jw croune of woracbepe to lowe by leide ))0. 
COnuerte nos deus salutaris noster. [&c.] 
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tfoi. 89 6.1 HOra completorii. datur sepulture corpus [Ac] Adc^ 
Cri^so.i ntmos [te]. Domine ihesu ciiste. 

hoiubawH ^^ ^'"^ y-jewe to beryyng ate laste tyde. 
burted. Cristea body noble hope of liue to byde. 

In oynt lie was wyt aromat faoli writ to fuUe. 

Jorufiil meynde of his de(> bee in myne wille. Amen. 

[Then follows] 
[loi. ai.] DOmine ne in furore tuo [Ac.]. 
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GLOSSARIAL INDEX. 



AbaiBt, abashed, page 88, line 36. 
Abast, in baetardy, 60, 396. 
Abide, to wait for, expect, 20, 39. 
Abowe, Abonwe, Abnye, to bow 

to, 62, 63, 428. 
Ac, but, 48, 373. 
Acorde, to agree, 79, 6ai. 
Adannte, to daunt, 206, 259. 
Adoure, to adore, 163. 
Adrad, Adred, afraid, 109, 40; 

137, 178. 
Adyjt, treated, 151, 40. 
Afamed, defamed, 131, 30. 
Aferd, afraid, 156. 
Affy, to tniat, 127, 194. 
Afonge, to receive, 23, 44. 
Afom, before, 150, la. 
AgaBt«, terrified, 48, 380. 
Azht, eigbt, 67, 190. 
Aif«r,A}«r,each, 83,757; 84,793. 
Akne, on knees, 32, 163. 
Albidene, in order,succe8MTely, 71, 

331. 

Aid, old, 93, 317. 
.Alegge, allege, 136, 148. 
Aleee, to deliver, 180, 77. 
Alkin, Alkine, of all kinds, 63, 

60; 119, 418. 
Allane, alone, 66, 151. 
Alonde, on land, 54, 456. 
Alonge, to long for, 23, 59. 
Alout^ to bow or bend to, 34, aoo. 
Almest, almost, 30, 149. 
Ake, of all, 40, 373. 
Ats, as, 72, 380. 
Alweldand, all-raling, 70, 309. 
Amemeylled, astonished, 160. 
Amount!, AJnounty, to amount, 

38, 39, 340. 



Ampulle, bottle, 166. 

Amydde, amidst, 24, 71. 

An, Ane, one, 26, 97 ; 79, 617 ; 

118, 353- 
Anerjie, on earth, 24, 73. 
Anes, once, 71, 339. 
Anger, affliction, 64, 100. 
Angerd, troubled, 124, 84. 
Anhange, to hang up or upon, 

pret. Anheng, p.p. Anhonge, 

Anhongen, 42, 304. 
Anhansed, raised, uplifted, 48, 364. 
An hei. An beih, on high, 24, 25, 

78. 
Anoueward, Anmiwarde, upvard, 

24, 25, 83 ; above, 50, 51, 387. 
Ausquare, answer, 111, 109. 
Annyd,Aiiuy3ed, weary, 20,21,34, 
Aoume, to adorn, 163. 
Apertment, openly, plainly, 182, 

86. 
Apon, upon, 117, 317. 
Aprised, taken, 218, 230. 
At, before, 30, 148. 
Arche, ark, 116, 315. 
Arene, to arraign, 147, 484. 
Arere, to raise, 29, 129. 
Aromat, spice, 224, 33. 
Aronm, &r apart, 148, goa. 
Artou, art tbou, 131, 22. 
Aserue, to deserve, 147, 478, 
Aslawe, p.p. slain, 20, 19. 
Ass, to ask, 92, 185. 
Assise, size, 80, 643. 
Aswonnde, passed away, decayed, 

perished, 52, 432. 
At, to, 67, 192. 

At, Atte, that, 109, 42 ; 114,zii. 
Atame, to broach, 210, 22. 
15 
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OLOBSASUL mVBX. 



Ateu end^Att«ende, at end, finally, 

20, 21, a8. 
At^, oath, 126, 114. 
Atwinue, in two, 131, 16. 
Auonge, to receive, 22, 44. 
Auote, on foot, 56, 467. 
Aw, ought, 87, g, 
Awer, anywhere, 30, 150. 
Awonderd, astonished, 72, 365. 
Ayenet, against, 159. 
Aysylle, vinegar, 185, iog. 
Ajeyn, against, 134, S& 
Ajtjowed, 110, 76. 
Ajt, wealth, 110, 75. 

Bad, bade, 81, 689. 

Bald, bold, 81, 689. 

Bale, Balwe, Borrow, grief, 67, 194. 

Balk, beam, 79, 617. 

Band, bound, 126, 114. 

Baptem, baptism, 146, 443. 

Baptim, Baptyme, baptism, 114, 

ai5; 166. 
B^tiat, baptized, 126, igS. 
Bar, bore, 24, 74. 
Bam, a child, 70, 189. 
Barrerei, barriera, 139, 247. 
Bat, ameods, 210, 6. 
Batail, battle, 36, 309. 
BaundcHie, Baundun, power, anb- 

jection, 52, 53, 414. 
Bayne, bath, 159. 
Beault^ beauty, 167. 
Beblad, bedaubed with blood, 211, 

38. 
Bed, bftde, 24, 63. 
Bed, offered, 64, 69. 
Bede, a prayer, 90, 114. 
Bede, to entreat, beecech, 22, 44 ; 

to offer, 109, 38. 
Beelde, protect, 222, 3. 
Beeiynge, roarii^, 140, aSg. 
Begge,tobuild,78,575. 
Behelet, covered, 194, 168. 
Beie, ring, 28, 134. 
Bek, beck, atream, 82, 74a. 
Belamy, good friend, 64, 804. 
Beleue, to remain, 110, 86. 
Belise, bellows, 84, 849. 



Belwe, to bellow, 145, 409. 

Beme, trumpet, 146, 449- 

Bemoyled, bedaubed, 144, 376. 

Beore, a bear, 140, 285. 

Ber, did bear, 26, 107. 

Bere, beer, 211, 41. 

Bere, bier, 44, 31a 

Bere, to roar, 216, 154. 

Beri, to bury, 72, 37 1. 

Beriing, Beiyiing, burial, 79, 604 ; 

96, 385. 
Betaken, bettian, 118, 364- 
Bete, to amend, 30, 141; 71,334. 
Beted, beaten, 140, 386. 
Beten, bitten, 74, 434. 
Beting, healing, 114, 973. 
Biclupt, embraced, entwined, 24, 

75. 
Bicom, became, 20, 3a. 
Bidde, to enireat, 23, 44. 
Bide, delay, 113, 304. 
Bide, to abide, stop, 112, 166. 
Bidene, forthwith, 63, 41 ; 75, 

489; 92, 199. 
Bigge, to buy, redeem, 217, ao6. 
Bigile, to beguile, 64, 71. 
Bigon, began, 30, 143. 
Biheold, Bibuld, behold, 24, 25, 

63. 11- 
Biheste, pronuse, 18, la. 
Bibet, promised, 2Q, 37. 
Bihote, p.p. promised, 23, 6o- 
Biliue, quickly, 80, 641. 
Billed, written, 138, an. 
Bimene, to sigiuly, 91, 158. 
Binne, Bynne, stall, 211, 47; 145, 

409. 
Bironne, besprinkled, 137, 17$ 
Bisening, sign, token, 11£^ 370. 
Biset, surrounded, 34, 192. 
Bispek, Byapeek, spoke of, 32, 38, 

178. 
Biswonk, toiled tor, 27, 96. 
Bisyden, beside, 43, 305. 
Bitaken, to betoken, 70, 308. 
Bite = b^ bent, 137, 193. 
Bitid, happened, befallen, 80, 649. 
Bitwix, betwixt, 90, 136. 
Biualle, to befall, 64, 433. 
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Bi)Knche, to betHiik, 18, 13, 

Bleo, colour, 131, 8. 

Blelwli, blithely, 112, 160. 

BUn, to cease, 68, 213, 

Bio, blue, 134, 107, 

Blok, a block, tomb, 141, 314. 

MomB,to bloom, bloesom, 13S, 116. 

Blyne, hj line, 203, 189. 

Blyne, qaickly, 44, 313. 

Bobbe, to mock, 178, 54. 

Bode, bidding, 64, 76. 

Bolatre, bolster, 210, 6. 

Bon, bone, 134, 93. 

Bond, bound, 28, 13a. 

Bone, petition, boon, 42, 391. 

Bold, tablet, 137, 188. 

Boru;, Borwb, city, 54, B5, 439. 

Bot, did bite, 136, 133. 

Bot, Bote, but, except, 34, 198 ; 63, 

61- 
Bote, medicine, remedy, 24, 68. 
Bot-i^ nnlesB, 96, 318. 
Boune, ready, prep&red, obedient, 

75, 466; 81, 689. 
Bour, chamber, 13S, 116. 
BouBomly, Buxumli, obedieotly, 

90,114; 108, 5. 
Brade, broad, 77, 55a, 
Bnst, did burst, 109, 54. 
Bra^li, fiercely, 109, 54. 
Brede, (i) breadth, 93, 309; (3) 

a boturd, 137, 188 ; 13S, 304. 
Breid, attack, 132, 37. 
Brenne, Brin, to burn, 40, 373 ; 

81, ti8o. 
Brere, briar, 90, 133. 
Brid, young bird, 133, 74. 
Brig, Brugge, bridge, 30, 157 ; 82, 

741- 
Brim, stream, 125, T08. 
BriHse, to bruise, 204, 335. 
Broch^ apear, 133, 55. 
Brod, Brode, broad, 24, 73. 
Bud, behoved, 79, 61J. 
Buirde, woman, 144, 381. 
Bui^t, bought, paid for, 223, ai. 
Bulde, built, 30, 1.46. 
Bub, bebovei, 6S, 127. 
By, to buy, redeem, 67, 194. 



Byforen, before, 37, ai6. 
E^hat, promiaeth, 210, 10. 
Byleue, remain, 44, 334. 
Eylyue, to believe, 157. 
Byuome, p.p. taken away, 46, 331. 
Byuore, before, 36, 3i6 ; 56, 473. 
Byjfl, ring, 29, 134- 

Care, Borrow, 74, 439. 
Caroyne, corpse, 161. 
Catel, wealth, property, 112, 143. 
Ghargeour, charger, dish, 136, 165. 
Chese, to choose, 40, 370; pret. 

Ghees, 218, 344. 
ChiJder, childrrai, 73, 398. 
Chirchen, churchei, 62, 434. 
Chiuere, to shiver, 144, 386. 
Choisly, 218, 344. 
Choke, cheek, 218, 349. 
(3iyd, chided, 219, 363. 
Chyned, split, cracked, 142, 319. 
Clanliche, wholly, 62, 431. 
Oath, cloth, 74, 428 ; 81, 680. 
Clepe, Clupe, to call, 20, 21, 35. 
Clergy, leammg, 89, 67. 
Clething, clothing, 129, 265. 
Cleynt, clenched, 138, 305. 
Clifte, hole, 205, 358. 
Clibt, clutched, seized, 145, 410, 

437. 
Clod<te, clot, 142, 326. 
Clunge, clotted, 142, 336. 
Coofermeu, Confermy, to confirm, 

26, 27, 107. 
Core, chosen, 195, 194. 
Corioely, curiously, 123, 38. 
Corone, to crown, 79, 607. 
Corown,acrown,78,6oij 130, 381. 
Cors, body, 72, 356 ; 95, 391. 
Corve, carved, cut, 217, 197. 
Cos, a kiss, 147, 488. 
Couenand, covenant, 110, 79. 
Crake, to crack, 144, 388. 
Creatour, creature, 148, 503. 
Creste, covering, 212, 66. 
Cristeny, to christen, 42, 299. 
Crois, Croys, a cross, 34, 35, 185. 
Croise, to cross, 133, 79. 
Cromp, paw, claw, 139, 342. 
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Orop,Croppe, top,auinmit,69,a59. 
Croune, crown (of head), 66, i68. 
Gumaud, to commttad, 122, lo. 
Cumbert, troubled, 196, aai. 
Clin, t« know, 93, ai6, 
Curnel, kerael, 26, 88. 
OnsBe, to kiss (pret. Ouete), 133, 
79; 134, 101, 

Dalf. (Sm Delve.) 

Dalt, distributed, 143, 351. 

Dare ()), 222, 6. 

Darted, uttered, 143, 364. 

Dased, 216, 174. 

Daunt, a check, rebuff, 145, 438. 

Daves, days, 28, 118. 

Day, to die, 125, 130. 

Debnwe, to bruise, 40, 264. 

Ded, dead, 26, 93 ; death, 81, 697. 

Dee^ Def, Defe, deaf, 130, 300; 

148, 504. 
Deel, dole, 216, 155. 
Dees, dais, 218, 24a. 
Defeute, error, 22, 53. 
Defende, to forbid, 67, ao8 ; 119, 

416. 
Defoyled, defiled, 143, 370. 
Dele, to distribute, 115, 277. 
Delit, delight, 24, 65. 
Delve, to dig (pret Dalf, Dalve, 

p,p. Dolven, Idoluen, Idolven), 

113, 184. 
Deme, to judge, 83, 764. 
Dent. {See Dint.) 
Deol, dole, sorrow, 20, ai. 
Dep, Deop, deep, 32, 33, 17 a. 
Departe, to share, 143, 368. 
Deme, secret, 28, 123. 
Derworth, dear, precious, 195, igS. 
Dete, debt, 219, 387. 
Deyt, death, 196, 180. 
De)>, does, 24, 7a. 
Digbt, Dibte. (See Dijte.) 
Dille, to hide, 106, 17. 
Dint, Dunt, Dent, blow, stroke, 

141, 396; 204, ao5. 
Dispitous, cruel, 143, 371. 
Di;te (pret. Dihte, Di^te). to set in 

order, dispose, set up, treat, 50, 



61, 410; 88, 47; 123, 49; 

126, 144- 
Dom, Dome, judgment, justice, 

40, 270; 110, 70. 
Domeaman, judge, 83, 764. 
Donne, dun, 144, 383. 
Doted, bereft of reason, 216, 174. 
Doute, fear, 48, 370. 
Dradde, dreaded, 64, 45a. 
Draf, refuse, 141, 398. 
Dredi, afraid, 140, 258. 
Dreint, drowned, 138, aoi. 
Dreuen, driven, 68, 317. 
Drijt, Dri3tine, lord, 109, 60; 

111, 119. 
Drof, droye, 18, la ; 141, 398. 
Drog^ Droiq, drew, 68, 489 ; 

62,4- 
DroB, dross, 147, 490. 
Drouknyng, swoon, 141, 309. 
Druije, dry, 142, 338. 
Druri, a luve token, a precious 

gift, 108, 26. 
Dubbe, to deck, adorn, 127, 177. 
Dubbing, ornaments, 130, 382. 
Dude, &A, 30, 140. 
Dum, Dom, dumb, 130, 300 ; 148, 

Dunted, Dinted, struck, 138, 309. 
Duyk, leader, duke, 149, 523. 
Dujti, doughty, worthy, 109, 39. 
Dwelfal, doleful, piteous, 150, 7. 

Eisoue, Eftsoue, again, 24, 26, 77. 
Eft, afterward, 69, 352. 
Egge, edge, 136, 150. 
Eghen, eyes, 64, 83. 
Ek, also, 24, 81. 
Eld, Elde, old age, 22, 43. 
Encheson, reason, 38, 338. 
Ending, death, 120, 443. 
Enioynet, enjoined, 132, 44. 
Enqueri, to enquire, 38, 241. 
Ensoyuet, excused, 132, 46. 
Entent, heed, 82, 708. 
Enter, endre, 196, 229. 
Eode, went, 26, 101. 
Eor|w, Erlie, earth, 20, 21, 33. 
Er, are, 67, 188. 
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£r, previoiuly, before, era, ', 
£reF, before, 223, 35. 
Ernde, errand, message, 2i 
Eires, scars, wounds, 21 

(See Qloaa. to Hampole'e 

of Conacienoe.) 
Er))liche, earthly, 60, 404. 
Eacrie, to cry out, 169. 
£8cte, asked, 22, 57. 
Etin, a giant, 118, 359. 
Enerich, every, 22, 50. 
Euerilka, every one, 82, 7 
Euill, aore, 83, 844. 
Eysel, Eisil, vinegar, 133, 



75- 



Fa, foe, 63, 64. 

Fad, fed, 219, 280. 

Fade, iaded, 66, 156. 

Falow, Fftlwed, withered, &ded, 
66, 156; 132, a8. 

Fand, found, 64, 63. 

Fanding, temptatioo, 70, 288. 

Far, fare, 62, 17. 

Far, Fare, proceeding, wel&ra, 80, 
637; 95, 283. 

Fat, feedeth, 210, 4. 

Faunt, a, chUd, 145, 424. 

Fawset, a faucet, 211, 35. 

Ff^t, fought, 118, 359. 

Fe, goods, 125, 112. 

Feble, poor, mean, 64, 458. 

Feere, fellow, eompanion, 147,472. 

Fel, fell, fierce, 117, 335. 

Fele, to smeU, 73, 421. 

Fele, Feole, many, 216, 177 ; 132, 
50- 

Feond, enemy, 137, 185. 

Feor, far, 139, 257. 

Ferde, fearful, afraid, 121, 472. 

Ferdnes, fear, 122, 26. 

Fere, 'in febe,' together, 74, 431 

Fere, whole, sound, 74, 436. 

Fere, to ftighten, 174, 38. 

Ferlely, Ferly, marvellonsly, won- 
derfully, 119, 413 ; 85, 849. 

Fers, demands, 110, 98. 

Fest, feast, 220, 390. 

Festour, one who makes a feast, 
220, 294. 



Fette, Fett, Fetch, 75, 485. 

Feynet, pierced ()), 132, 50. 

Fisc, fish, 32, 172. 

Flapped, struck, 1 76, 48. 

Flecche, 137, 179. 

Flemon, to banish, 216, 183. 

Fleoten, Flete, to flow, float, 216, 

177 ; 32, 33, 179. 
Flesse, flesh, 110, 84. 
Fleiynge, Fleotynde, floating^ 32, 

33, 180. 
Flitte, to remove, 73, 391. 
Flomb, fell (?), 139, 346. 
Flum, stream, 220, 296. 
Flyte, to strive, 216, 182. 
Fodder, 133, 77. 
Fode, creature, 217, 200. 
Folfille, to fiilfil (pret. Folfuld), 

19, 13; 140,375,378. 
Folliche, fuUy, 31, 146. 
Fon, foes, 36, 307. 
Fond, found, 26, 93, 
Fonge, to take, 137, 181. 
Forbed, forbade, 63, 52. 
Forbled, aU covered over with 

blood, 191, 140. 
Forbrende, burnt up, 23, 50. 
Fordo, to put an end to, 70, 383. 
Fordolled, very dull, 141, 309. 
Forlete, forsake, give up, leave, 

35, 303 ; 120, 439. 
Forlore, forlorn, mined, wholly 

lost, 21, 20. 
Formast, first, 70, 388. 
Formfader, first father, 62, i. 
Foroldet, very aged, 25, 74. 
For-Bwoug, scourged, flof^ed, 194, 

169. 
Forte, until, 29, 114. 
Forward, eovenant, 110, 80. 
Fot, fetched, 119, 430. 
Fouled, defiled, 132, 28. 
Foundement, foundation, 11 9, 39 1 . 
Foundet, found (1 tried), 148, 507. 
Fourtefie, Fourtene^ fourteeutb, 

30, 31, 144. 
Fojte, fought, 62, 412. 
Fram, from, 18, 2. 
Fraudes, fraudulent, 134, 108. 
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Fray, frigM, 192, 146. 
Free, free, gradoua, 131, 1. 
Freond, friend, 135, 130. 
Frike, bold, 221, 339. 
Fnlde, filled, 29, 120. 
Fulfilde, filled full of, 120, 426. 
Fuii,Fuiideii,found,87,3; 95,308. 
Fund, cea8ed(t), 120, 43a. 
Fur, far, 32, 170. 
Pur, Fuir, fire, 40, 41, 273. 
Fylde, field, 139, 2S7- 
f^e, to ceaae, 91, 150. 

Qaaf, gave, 154. 

Gad, guad, 211, 34. 

Oaf, gave, 168. 

Galwed, put on the gallows or 

croBS, 132, 19. 
Oalwee, gallows, 133, 31. 
Gast, ghoet, spirit, 71, 334. 
Gastly, spiritual, 88, 48. 
Gat^ heed, 210, 8. 
Gandes, jeata, tricks, 134, 104. 
Gelte, guilt, 132, 30. 
Ger ( - Gar), cause, 72, 371. 
Gerue, diligeutl;, 119, 433. 
Gerrard, the devil (Y = Low Germ. 

e^r-twd, ft miser), 64, 71. 
Geflt, talk, 211, 7g. 
Qidi, giddy, foolish, 68, 495. 
Ginne, begin, 135, 113. 
Gladliche, gladly, 38, 234. 
Godhed, Godhead, 221, 333. 
Godepellere, evasgelist, 221, 330. 
Qome, Goome, heed, 34, 35, 193. 
Gome, palate, gum, 218, igo. 
Gost, spirit, 138, 201. 
Grtdd, prepared, placed, arranged, 

arrayed, 70, 299 ; 71, 351 ; 83, 
^ 763; 109,43- 
Graithly, straight, direct, 128,319. 
Gramed, enraged, 132, 34. 
GTaue,to bury (pretGroae,Gr(ife), 

79, 603; 72, 364; 108, 14; 

89, 84. 
Qrede, to roar, cry out, 223, 15; 

pret Gradde, 2&3, 33. 
Gredire, Glednre, gridiron, S8, 

69, 503. 



Grei)«, to prepare, 132, 31, 
Greto, to weep, 67, 184. 
Greyd (Me Graid), 198, 44. 
Qrise, to be terrified, 121, 476. 
Oroohe, Qrucch^ to murmur, 74, 

443; 216,170. 
Groued, grew, 66, 154. 
Gmbbe, to dig up, 94, 367, 368. 
Grundin, ground, sharpened, 110, 

91. 
Gnarysshe, to heal, 166. 
Gude, good, 73, 431. 
Qudely, goodly, 71, 351. 
Gim (pi.), did, 91, 140. 
Guiifaaoun, banner, 118, 384. 
Gylonr, traitor, 139, 3S4. 
Gyn, Gynne. cnift, deceit, 46, 33 1 ; 



Ha, Habbe, to have, 18, i ; 139, 

338. 
Hailse, to greet, salute, 113, 206. 
Hald,tohold, 87, 36. 
Hale, whole, 73, 403. 
Halghed, hallowed, 114, 31 1. 
Halwe, to hallow, 56, 486; 132,37. 
Haly, holy, 76, 481. 
Ham, them, 108, 19. 
Hame, home, 70, 397. 
Hamward, homeward, 70, 314. 
EasteUohe, Haatiliche, haatUy, 42, 

43, 399. 
Hate, hot, 85, 850. 
Hayle, to pour, 132, 39. 
Heder, hither, 62, ig. 
Heerde, a herdsman, 141, 394. 
Heght, height, 69, 256. 
Heie, Hei^e, to hie, hasten, 28, 

29, 115. 
Hele, salvation, 87, 3. 
H^m, crown (of head), 142, 331. 
Hend, hands, 71, 334. 
Henede, killed by stoning, 40, 363. 
Heng, hung, 34, 187. 
Henne, hence, 46, 335. 
Herdes, hards, tow, 81, 681. 
Herre, higher, 62, 438. 
Herting, comfort, encouragement, 

68, 40. 
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Serye, mtnariUM/or Erjie, earth, 

223, 25. 
Heijnge, Hei^iiige, pniae, 56, 57, 

480. 
Heet, a promise, 74, 424; 212,6a. 
Hete, to promiee, 71, 333; to 

assure, 89, 69. 
Heteing, a promise, 75, 464. 
Hette,Het,Bjght, Hihte, Hi3t,waB 

called, named, 34, 35, 193 ; 42, 

300; 109,29;protiiised,66,i35. 
Hidose, hideous, 96, 332. 
Hint, catch, receive, 114, 376. 
Ho, Heo, she, 110, 73 ; 131, 4. 
Hoke, hook, 215, 148. 
Honden, bauds, 33, 174. 
Houdren - uudem, the third hoar, 

223, 15. 
Houe, delay, 109, 63. 
Honestly, worthily, 76, 519. 
HoDouri, to houour, 56, 474. 
Hot, thcar, 32, 173. 
Hord, treasure, 136, 151. 
Horle, to hurl, )40, 284. 
Huld, Hoold, held, 54, 55, 455, 
Hulpun ([J.), helped, 196, 181. 
Hy, haste, 62, 8. 
Hy, they, 223, 29. 
Hyne, hind, paltry fellow, 50, 395. 

Ibede, entreated, 42, 291. 

Ich, I, 19, 8. 

Ich, each, 195, 208. 

Ichabbe, I have, 20, 21, 23. 

Ichot, I know, 44, 313. 

IcbuUe, I will, 18, 8. 

Idolue, Idoluen, 42, 43, 303. {See 

Delve.) 
Iflemed, Iflemd {see Flemon), 20, 

21, 19. 
lAild, fiUed, 36, 193 ; ful611ed, 25, 

85. 
I^de, to find, 22, 41. 
iMobylit^ 161. 
Ihered, Iberied, pnused, 16, 19, 4 ; 

46, 346. 
Iheued, had, 20, 23. 
Ihote, bidden, 28, iiS- 
I-knowe, known, acquainted, 38, 



243, 349. To be iknowe^to 

ai^nowledge. 
I-laced, bound, 31, 153. 
Ilei^ Heye, Uen, 32, 33, 181. 
Ileued {see OMened), 20, 36. 
Ileued, covered with leaves, 24, 78. 
Ilk, eaclk ; Oka, each one ; Hkdele, 

each part. 
Hk, same, 66, 147. 
lUoUed, lulled, 134, 83. 
I-Iome, firequently, 50, 398. 
Ilpaid, ill-pleased, 64, 73. 
Ilyke, alike, 75, 480. 
I-mete, I-meetote { - I-meete), fit, 

of proper measure, 30, 31, 156. 
I-mored, rooted, 38, 126. 
Inogh, Inouk, Inon), enongh, 20, 

21,31; 69, 257. 
I-nome, p.p. taken, 39, 335. 
In-qynt, anointed, embalmed, 224, 

32- 
I-piled, tbnut, 133, 23. 
Is, them, 46, 353. 
I'sau;, I-sayb, saw, 43, 395 ; 61, 

5>7- 
I-seo, I-se, to see ^ret I-aei), 28, 

124; 32, itii ; 30,31, 150. 
I-elawe, slain, 21, 19. 
I-Homned, assembled, 38, 337. 
lualle, p.p. fallen, 54, 464. 
luelle, complete, 24, 8g. 
I-weld, boiled, 56, 501. 
I-wete, I-wite, to learn, know, 28, 

131; 29, 133. 
Iwis, truly, 56, 480, 486. 
Iwon, trade, 26, 96. 
^eue, given, 44, 318. 

lapyng, sport, fan, 169. 
Iom6, journey, 123, 46. 

Easten, p.p. of Caate^ I2S, 119. 
Kecche, to drive, 201, US- 
Keighte, caught, 205, 258. 
Eei>ed, closed (1), 206, 341. 
Ke^t, drove away, 134^ 102. 
Eele, to cool, 65, 124. 
Eelp, scabbard (t), 140, 383. 
E^ Eenne, to know, qiake 
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known (pret. Kend), 6€, 140; 

90, 107 ; 132, 51 ; 89, 74. 
Kende, Kyndc^ kind, natiire^ lutoral 

disp«eition,144,39o; 145,405. 
Ken^Dg, sign, 128, 237. 
Kerne, to cut, 136, 151. 
Kest, pret. cast, 66, 168 ; 89, 87. 
Kinue, nature, 138, 224. 
Ei^, to Bhow (pret. Kid, Knd), 

80, 650 ; 69, 76 ; 121, 469. 
Kuape, boy, 136, 14Z. 
Edaw, to know, 81, 706. 
Kowth, knew, 71, 348. 
Kned, evil one, denl, 196, 113. 

Lad,Ladde,led,28,ia2; 139,353. 
I^he, Uw, 116, 296, 397. 
Ldk, fanlt, blame, 148, 509. 
Lakke, to blame, 145, 432. 
Lang, long, length, 71, 341 j 116, 

316. 
Longer, longer, 68, 3 18. 
Lappe, to wrap, 69, 361. 
Lsr, Lare, lor^ 64, 75. 
Largely, freely, 74, 451. 
Last, leads, 22, 48. 
Lat, ceaseth, 210, ig. 
Lat, let, 66, 104. 
Lauedi, lady, 110, 71. 
Lame, release, 108, 4. 
Lave, to pour, 217, 130. 
Lawe, law, 217, 221. 
Lay, law, 42, 398. 
La]), loth, 108, 12. 
La^t, took, 120, 443. 
Leche, physician, 138, 217. 
Lede, people, folk, 109, 37. 
Leef, dear, Iain, 216, 188. 
Leete, let, 142, 324. 
Lef, leaf, 24, 74. 
Legge, to lay, 26, 89. 
Leir, lair, 200, 96. 
Lely, loyally, iaithfully, 87, 10 j 

89, 6g. 
Lend, to dwell, abide, 64, 80 j 

67, 174- 
Leng, longer, 46, 333. 
Lei^ith, Leuth, length, 73, 393 ; 

126, 103. 



Lecrf (Leone, de£ and pL), dear, 

21, 36; 136, 147. 
Leone, to lean, 134, 90, 93. 
Leop, le^, 144, 385. 
LeOTiie,Leniy, to learn, 32, 33, 1 64. 
Leo^i, weak, feeblt^ 147, 483. 
Ler, loM, 210, 9. 
Lerd, learned, 96, 347. 
Lere, bare, 24, 73. 
Lere, to teach, 26, 27, los. 
Let, delay, 66, 143. 
Lete, forsake, gire np, 216, 172. 
Lett, delay, 122, 10. 
Lende, lewd, nnleamed, 96, 347. 
libbe, to live, 2], 39. 
Lift, left, 50, 391, 392. 
Ligge, to lie (Liggen, lien; 

Ligattd, lying), 32, 166 ; 62, 

14 ; 89, 89. 
Lihtynge, Li^tinge, lightning, 46, 

*7, 35a. 
li^e, to please, 123, 46. 
Liking, pleasure, 67,174; 79, 608. 
Lim, Lym, limb, 20, 21, 33. 
lite, Lyte, little, 216, 178. 
Lite, remissioD, 112, 137. 
Lith, member (of body), 67, 197. 
Loddere, knave, 146, 450. 
Logge, lodging, dwelUng, 146,458. 
Lc^b, laughed, 71, 339. 
Loked, Looked, ordfdned, devised, 

133,57; 146,423,433- 
LoUe, lull, 214, 138. 
Lomb, lamb, 141, e88. 
Loren, Lome, Icet, rained, 118, 

373; 146,458. 
Lotede, lay hidden, 223, 37. 
Loud, op«ily, 122, 13. 
Loue, Loning, Loueing, praise, 76, 

459; 81, 7or. 
Louerd, lord, 54, 456 (ma^in). 
Loute, to do obeisance to, to 

worship, 34, ig8. 
Lo|>e, hann, sin, 139, 231. 
LuUe, 133, 80; 213, 84. 
Lumpyug, heavy, 141, 311. 
Lure, loBB, 135, 115. 
Lute,Luytel,little, 36,3 19; 37,219. 
Lu|>er, vile, 36, 183. 
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Ma, to mak^ 63, 63 ; Mase, luake, 

95, 311. 
Haister, Mayster, master, victor, 

36, 37, 312. 
MaiBtrie,Tictor7, masteiy, 36,319; 

125, 109. 
Manknnde, mankind, 18, 2. 
Hanslaujt, manslaughter, murder, 

30, 138. 
Mapped, terrified, mated, 216, ifg. 
Mar, Mare, more, 113, 195. 
Mased, amkzed, 216, 173. 
Maate, greatest, IH, 210. 
Mangrefe, curse. 111, lag. 
Maumet, idol, 34, 197. 
Maumeby, idolatiy, 90, 133; 124, 

7a. 
May, maid, 148, 514. 
Me, one, 56, 483. 
Med, mead, meadow, 24, 66. 
Medle, to mix, 139, 333. 
Melle, to mix, 204, 320. 
Mende, amends, 119, 415. 
Mene, to recollect, 92, 175 ; to 

si^iify, 63, 42. 
Mene, to moan, 78, 566. 
Meneing, remembraoce, 78, 590. 
Mensk, to honour, 114, 309, 313. 
Mekell, great, 64, 98. 
Menj^, Meyn^, retinue, attendants, 

73,400; 115, 264; 122,4. 
Meode, mead, 139, 233. 
Merk, dark, 139, 230. 
Merk, mark, 79, 633 ; to mark, 

11?, 350. 
Messagere, messenger, 110, 68. 
Meate, most, 136, 164, 168. 
Met, measure, 79,62i ; meet, 220, 

293. 
Mete, to measure, 30, 152. 
Meynt, mingled, 151, 31. 
Mid, witli, 46, 331. 
Mikii, great, much, 114, 329. 
Milse, MiJce, mercy, 18, 19, 11. 
Minne, Min, Myn, Mynne, to re- 
collect, bethink, 145, 411 ; 138, 

323; 114, 2i3; to talk of, 

mention, 134, 91. 
Mirknes, darkness, 93, 223. 



Mia, missing, sin, wrong, 66, 150, 

Misfare, misfortune, 118, 366. 
MisBsy, to slander, 111, 128, 130, 

131. 
Mistrowand, misbelieving, 74, 443. 
' Mo, more, 28, 113. 
Mochel, much, 216, 159. 
Mode, mind, 177, 43. 
MoghtjMujt, might, 71, 342; 110, 

61. 
Mon, man, 132, 34. 
Mon,moan, 131, 3. 
Mone, mooD, 144, 384. 
MoDslauht, manslanghttir, 31, 138. 
More, a root, 18, 5. 
Mot, may, 38, 240. 
Motm, may, 182, 89. 
Mouwe, mockery, jest, 134, 103. 
Mow, may, 192, 145. 
Muche, great, 36, 306. 
Muchedel, a great part, 36, 307. 
Mun, must, 95, 312. 
Munde, mind, 18, i. 
Murie, pleasant, 24, 64. 
Muaell, to muzzle, 213, 95. 
Mustraunce, manifestation, 120, 

448. 
Mysiiarynge,miBbehaviDg,50,398. 

Ka, no, 114, 257. 
Nabbe, have not, 4S, 331. 
Namlich, especially, 170, 9. 
Nan, Nane, none, 68, 242; 118, 

368; Nanne (a.m.) 22, 45; 

Nanes, nonce, 127, 178; Na 

wijt, nought. 111, 131. 
Nas, was not, 24, 82. 
Nafwles, nevertielees, 44, 307. 
Neddre, serpent, 24,75; I'^iSSS- 
Neght, to approach, 74, 435. 
Neih, Neij, Ney, near, nigh, 20, 

21, 22. 
Neise, nose. 111, 107. 
Nele, Nule, will not, 20, 21, 23. 
Nelyn, will not, 160, so. 
Nemil, nimble, 113, 182. 
Nempne, Nempnen, to name, 20, 

29 ; 43, 300. 
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Neoje, nine, 28, ii8 (mugia). 
Not, nearer, 22, 56. 
Nescb, ioft, 143,353; 217, aoi. 
Neuening, Darning, 81, 694. 
Heuereft, never again, 22, gi. 
Neuyn, to name, 61, 688. 
Nimen, Nymen, ta take, 31, 153 ; 

32, 169; pret. Nom, 18, 7. 
Nite,Nyte,todeny, 121,473,478. 
Nifw, ninth, 29, 123. 
Nobteie, nobility, splendonr, 54, 

459- 
Noke, nook, notch, 119, 395. 
Nolde, would not, 20, 35. 
Nome, name, 21, 39. 
Non, noon, 44, 309. 
Norys, nurse, 216, 156. 
Note, advantage, profit, 119, 434. 
Notefnl, useful, preciouB, 108, 23. 
Noye, to annoy, 122, 22. 
No(>er, NoT|»er, neitiier, 24, 74 ; 

67, 184. 
Ncqt for-]>i, nerertWess, 121, 473. 
Nye, nine, 28, 118. 
Nyend, Nyt% ninth, 28, laa j 76, 

517- 
Niiy3e, to aonoy, 132, 34. 
Nywe, nev, S6, 472. 

O, On, one, 28, 137, 138. 

ObUat, obliged, 126, 146, 

Obouen, above, 68, 239. 

Obout, Obut, about, 63, 40 ; 127, 
177. 

Ocupide, filled, 64, 84. 

Of-liued, = over-lived, too-long- 
lived, 21, 36. 

Of-Bwont, earned by toil, 26, 96. 

Oftsijies, ofttimes, 82, 7 14. 

Ogain, again, 62, 19. 

Omang, among, 72, 359. 

Omell, among, 90, 103. 

Ouloft, aloft, 121, 466. 

Or, ere, 62, 7. 

Ord, point, 136, 149. 

Ore, mercy, 20, 31, 

Os, as, 192, 148. 

Oua, ua, 18, 5. 

Outtoke, excepted, 63, 51. 



OoeiDom, overcame, 36, siS. 
Ow, you, 19, 8. 
Owe, own, 30, 138. 
Owhere, everywhere, 31, 150. 
Owjiir, either, 125, 115. 
Ope, oath, 139, 229, 

Pace, to paas away, 149, 534. 
Painym, Paynym, pagan, 34, 36, 

304. 
Pauue, skull, 160, il. 
Parates, > parts, 119, 397. 
Parlesy, palsy, 130, 399. 
Partie, port, 48, 373 ; pL Fartiae, 

114, 338. 
Pay, to pleaee, 71, 338. 
, Penaynnya, pincers, 189, 125. 
Pette, placed, put, 211, 37. 
Piniugge, torment, 223, 17. 
Pinne, to &sten, 131, 14. 
Pite (-Pijt), put, 187, 190. 
Plater, platter, 137, 171, 
Plete, to plead(1), 141, 290. 
Plett, inserted, 123, 54. 
Pleynyng, complaining, 147, 473. 
Pollst, polished, 79, 631. 
Pouder, dust, 66, 168. 
Pouer, poor, 110, 75. 
Ponerly, poorly, 129, 266. 
Powder, to cast dust on, 65, 117. 
Powst4 power, 63, 55. 
I^«ce, press, 56, 468. 
Pree9,Ptese,pres8,218,238; 128, 

238. 

Presthede, priesthood, 117, 347. 
Prestly, quickly, 147, 467. 
Preue, Priue, secret, 123, 61 ; 92, 

182. 
Preuely, secretly, 129, 268. 
Pried, prayed, 69, 275. 
Prie, worth, value, 144, 399. 
Prout, proud, 48, 375. 
Prute, pride, 50, 386. 
Fuiteo, to put, 147, 473. 
Pulle, thrust, 60, 514. 
Pult^ thrust, thrust out, put, 24, 

63; 134, 100; 140, 283. 
Puroay, to make ready, 92, 208. 
Element, a kiikd of drink, 210, 32. 
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Pynei, VeyjLe,ptia,toTm«ai,2i,2S, 

Pyscyne, a fish-pool, 155. 

Qua, who, 118, 370. 
Quare, where, 108, 16. 
QuasuiB, whoBO, 109, 31. 
Quat, what, 110, 73 ; 121, 467. 
Qoatkin, of what hmd, 114, 333. 
Queinteliche, Qweynteliche, neatly, 

30, 31, 151. 
Qu^e, to kiU, 39, 330. 
Qneme, topteaae, sadsfy, 110, 100. 
Qaemns, pleasure, satufaction, 

14S, 453- 
Qoen, when, 108, 9. 
Quere, where, 112, ig4. 
QuHii, joy, 108, 8. 
Quejnt, quenched, 138, 303. 
Queiyatiae, craft, 48, 381. 
Quefier, whether, 120, 457. 
Quiche, which, 115, 346. 
Quiddersum, whithereo, 120, 437. 
Quilk, which, 113, 188. 
Quite, quit, 112, J 40. 
Quijierwine, enemy, 121, 483. 

Bad, read, 210, 17. 
Bad, advised, 137, 174. 
Bane, touched, 113, 301. 
Bape, hasten, 136, 140. 
Bae, Base, rose, 88, 41 ; 109, 53. 
Bathly, quickly, 84, 786. 
Raunsoun, ransom, 118, 383. 
Bafier, sooner, 30, 143. 
Beall, royal, 128, 326. 
Bcally, royally, 130, 393. 
Beche, to stretch, 147, 491. 
Bed, advised, 64, 67. 
Bed, counsel, 32, 166, 178. 
Eede, to advise, 131, 17. 
Bede,totell, 108, i. 
Bees, race, 21B, 340. 
Begne, to reign, 148, 498. 
Beke, vapour, ^une, 94, 349. 
Belef, remainder, 218, 385. 
Belene, relief, 96, 347. 
Bern, gore, 146, 444. 
Rembnand, remnant, 84, 789. 



Bemu, to remove, 77, 536. 

Bemiu, cries, 146, 451. 

Benne, Binne, Byn, to run, 135, 

140; 132, 47 ; 111, 133. 
Bere, to raise, 28, 129. 
Besoon, account, 93, 331. 
Bea)>e, sorrow, ruth, 146, 451. 
Bew, to rue, have pity, 81, 684, 
Beyn, 48, 383. 
lUalW, royalty, 124, 69. 
Bibtfnl, just, 144, 389. 
Bisshe, Byssche, rush, 110, 9S ; 

217, 199. 
Bi)twisnefl,righteousne8B, 116,300. 
Bo, peace, 143, 358. 
Bobbyng, robbery, 132, 33, 
Eod, rode, 148, 519. 
Bod, Bode, Bude, rood, cross, 42, 

304 ; 93, 337 ; pi. Boden, 42, 

303- 
Bosten, Bosti, to roast, 58, 59, 504. 
Boune, to whisper, speak gently, 

215, 156. 
Bont, company, crowd, 91, 164. 
Boatbe, grief, 131, 17. 
Boyame, realm, 155. 
Bugge,back, 136, 153. 
Buit, destraction, 132,43. 
Byf, rife, 132, 33. 
Rynde, bark, rind, 24, 74. 
Eyot, riot, 132, 4^. 

Sa,so, 112, 146. 
Sacrynge, eaciifice, 138, 3i8. 
Sad, firm, 137, 180. 
Sagh,saw, 109,49. 
Saih, eaw, 148,501. 
Saint, holy. 111, 119. 
Sakles, innocent, 69, 371. 
Said, should, 89, 99. 
Samin, Samyn, together, 73, 415 ; 
, 128, 336. 
Sand, message, word, 82, 730; 66, 

137 ; messenger, 109, 62. 
Sare, sore, 71, 330. 
Sareness, soreaeas, 85, 836. 
Saueliche, safely, 54, 454. 
Saon, sown, 90, loi. 
Sawded, soldered, 77, 553. 
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Scende, Schende, to hort^ niin, 

dugraoe, 42, 43, 305. 
Scerte, Schurte, a 8hirl:^S4, 65,463. 
Schadde, Bhed, 211, 49. 
Bcfaamely, BhamefuJly, 122, 18. 
Scluq)e, to devise, 136, 138. 
Schaping, form, 119, 405. 
Scheid, shield, 140, Z59. 
Schene, bright, 74, 427. 
Schent, destroyed, 122, 18. 
Schereuen, ahriveo, confeesed, 195, 

204. 
Scbete, to shoot, 142, 318. 
Schilde, to shield, keep off, 140, 

259. 
Scho, she, 62, 3. 
Schoie, Schouele, a shorel, 42, 43, 

301. 
Schome, shame, 49, 368. 
ScboDde, shame, 219, 376. 
Scbop, shaped, made, 140, 259. 
Schom, scorn, 223, 16. 
Schortliche, shortly, 38, 237, 
Schrewe, wretch, wicked person, 

fi3, 434- 
Scrifte, abriit, 20S, 356. 
Scryne, shrine, 46, 343. 
Scyie, t« shine, 48, 379. 
Beace, to cease, come to an end, 

155. 
Sege, seat, 60, 387, 388. 
Sei, Seih, saw, 24, 25, 77. 
Sei, Bay, 143, 360. 
Seke, sick, 33, 173. 
Sekenes, sickness, 62, 11. 
Seker, sure, trusty, 76, 525, 
Selcou^ wonderfijly, 109, 43. 
Sele, bliss, 72, 381. 
Sell, blessed, bappy, 20, 30 ; 138, 

Z07 ; simple, 64, 458. 
Selkuth, marvel, 68, 335, 238 ; 

112, 167. , 

Selte, salted, 58, 506. 
Seluer, silver, 28, 133. 
Selaeme, of ulver, 29, 134. 
Sen, since, 78, 686. 
Senn, sin, 213, 104. 
Seo, to see, 131,7- 
Sequens, sequences, 218, 265- 



Sere, diToree, 63, 33. 
Serk, shirt, 113, 181 J 139,333. 
Serkell, circle, 77, 553. 
Seruy, to serve, 44, 330, 
Sennuid, servant, 126, 139. 
Serwe, sorrow, 131, 10 ; 143, 360. 
Serwyng, sorrow, ]43, 345. 
Seue, seven, 42, 281. 
Seae)>e, seventh, 42, 282. 
Senynd, seventh, 93, 225. 
Se|)ing, boiling, 60, 514. 
8e)i)>e, 8e)>|>eu, Se|>in, afterwards, 

sabsequently, 18, 4; 21, 29; 

80, 666. 
Shaw, to show, 113, 199. 
Sicure, secure, 112, 139. 
Sigh, saw, 88, 30. 
Singud, sinned, 170, 8. 
Site, grief, dole, 63, 33. 
Siwe, Siwy, to follow, 62, 415; 

56, 468. 
Si|>e, time, 121,470. 
Ski], properly, lawfully, 146, 437 ; 

right, 217, 206. 
Skile, SkiU, reason, 143, 348 ; 70, 

311; plan, 71, 348. 
Sklander, to slander, 81, 687. 
Skryte, writing, 216, 184. 
Sle, Slen, to slay, 30, 31, 138. 
Sleiht, craft, 134, 96. 
81eiJ»e, sleight, craft, 200, 109. 
Slider, slippery, 136, 157. 
Slike, such, 64, 95. 
Slo, to slay, 213, 88. 
Slod, sUded, 136, 157. 
Sloue, slain, 91, 143. 
8I0U3, slew, 18, 18. 
Stow (1 Sow), a seam, 214, 137. 
Smate, smote, 115, 24s. 
Smeke, smoke, 94, 250. 
Smere,Smerie, to anoint, 18,19, 14. 
Smeten, smitten, 74, 433. 
Smolde, smelt, 24, 67. 
Smul, smell, 42, 394. 
Smulde, smelt, 26, 106. 
Sogat, BO, thus, 71, 327. 
Soke, sacked, 218, 248. 
Somoonce, Somouns, summons, 

38, 39, 140. 
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Sonne, mn, 144, 385. 
Soo)>faatneB8e, truth, 213, 99. 
Sorowand, Borrowing, 63, 29. 
Sote, sweet, 194, 173, 
Soyle, defile, 143, 363. 
Soyned, escuaed, 199, 59. 
Sojs truth, true, 1 14, 230; 42,388. 
Sojifost, true, 133, 61. 
Sofliche, 8oJ.ly, truly, 132, 35; 

148,517. 
Spede, Bacceas, 108, a. 
Spene, t stop, 213, 107. 
Spille, to destroy, 44, 330. 
Spir, to enquire, 91, 168. 
Spoone, spun, 144, 387. 
Spot, blemish, 131, 15. 
Spotty, defiled, 213, 105. 
Sprong, sprang, 32, 171. 
Squa, ao, 108, 16. 
Squat, bumped, 142, 319. 
Sqnete, aweet, 114, 233, 
Squorde, sword, 118, 362. 
Sbul, placed, 118,377. 
Stalle, manger, 133, 77 ; seat, 

throne, 124, 67. 
Stalwnrthly, strong, 77, 543. 
Standen, p.p. stood, 116, 190. 
Btane, atone, 72, 37 1 ; to stone, 

81, 692. 
Stang, sting, 117, 342. 
Btanged, stung, 117, 331$. 
Stap, step, 22, 52. 
Stayer, Steir, step, stair, 148, 497 ; 

134, 85. 
Stene, to stone, 41, 363. 
Step, stepped, 22, 50. 
Stepmoder, stepmother, 133, 71. 
Stere, correction, 210, 7. 
Stem, star, 123, 56. 
Sterre, star, 48, 378 ; pL Sterren, 

56. 473- 
Sterte, to go to, visit, 214, 134. 
Storue, to die, 147, 474. 
Steuyn, voice, 129, 349. 
Stike, to stick, 134, 85. 
Stipre, support, 135, 135. 
Stifie, stifi; strong, 109, 36. 
St^e, ascended, 212, 53. 
Stokky, stock-like, 148, 518. 



Stounde, time, 18, 4. - 
Stonr, throe, agony, 148, gOI. 
Strang, strong, 71, 341. 
Streijt, stretched, 134, 100. 
Strenkit, strength, 87, 18. 
Stroye, to destroy, 220, 315. 
Stude, place, 24, 64. 
Stye, sty, 215, 14a. 
Suld, should, 63, 44. 
Sulf, self, 24, 6a. 
Sumdele, aomewhat, 66, 133. 
Snnne, sin, 18, 9. 
Suote, sweet, 56, 469. 
Snotnesse, sweetness, 28, lao. 
Surded, defiled, 143, 374. 
Sutb, sooth, truth, 62, 33. 
Suth&stneB, truth, 94, 256. 
Suwen, to follow, S3, 415. 
Swapped, struck, 142, 336. 
Swapte, fell down, 142, 340. 
SwarmeB(}), 135, 128. 
Swart, black, 223, 2$. 
Swech, such, 223, 28. 
Swelte, died, 135, 119, 137. 
Swemly, swooning, 135,ia7i ^'^^i 

14a 
Sweore, neck, 134, 100. 
Swerd, sword, 142, 336. 
Swinke.'Swyske, to labour, toil, 

20,33- 
Swith, Swijw, very, 28, 135; 

quickly, 76, 516. 
Swonge, scourged, 142, 327, 
Swote, sweet, 24, 67. 
Swotnesse, sweetness, 29, i30. 
Swouh, faint, swoon, 135, 127. 
Swow, a swoon, 201, 140. 

Ta, to tabs, 80, 652. 
Tseched, attached, 143, 356, 
Tak,tack, 145, 419. 
Taken, to betoken, 117, 326- 
Takening, token, 93, 243. 
Takin, token, 95, 311. 
Tald, told, 64, 91. 
Tajt, gave, 117, 349. 
Tee, to travel, 192, 144. 
Telli, to teU, 38, 240. 
Tend, to attend, 120, 455. 
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Tene, Teone, aorrow, grief, wrath, 
18,19,16; 74,444; 13S, 126- 

■reiit, heed, 67, 167 ; to attend, 
118, 370. 

Tere, tear, 13S, 113. 

Terve ( 1 Storre), to die, 207, 311. 

Tethe, tenth, 52, 430. 

Teye, to tie, 133, 6j. 

Thar, need, 67, 184. 

Thret, threatened, 85, 839. 

Thrid, third, 84, 788. 

Thorgh, througb, 6S, no. 

Tid, betidee, 44, 339. 

Tilde, extended, 24, 80. 

Tine, Tyn^ to lose, 111, 113; 
85, 833. 

Tirand, tyrant, 121, 479. 

Tite, ly*^ quickly, 81, 690, 704. 

Ti]iinge, l^)iaQde, tidings, message, 
23,58; 88, 4Si 112, 159. 

To-bnTst«n, burst asnnder, 132,37. 

To-clef, To-clone, did cleave asun- 
der, 142, 339; 144, 375 ; 
pierced, 137, 172. 

To-dachod, beaten, dashed about, 
180, 65. 

To-fore, before, 154. 

Toknynge, sign, 20, 37. 

To-lachnd, severelylashed, 180,66. 

Tome, leisure, spare time, 2 1 8, 2 4 1. 

Tone, taken, 93, 231. 

Tort^ torn, 143, 372. 

To-rint^ riven aaasder, 138, aio. 

Tow, two, 125,135; 201,138. 

Toyled, rent, 143, 372. 

Traist, Trayst, tmst, 125, 104; 
88, 35. 

Tr8uJ>, faith, 109, 53. 

Tr^et, sin, trespass, 207, 311. 

Trene ( = Straie), race, 147, 482. 

Treo, tree, 131, 2. 

Trie, chmce, 143, 373. 

Trille, to rock, 213,86. 

Tripet,trespass,132,4i ;147,48a 

Trone, throne, 122, 9. 

Trowth, belief, 67, 308. 

Trait, Truyt, wroilg, 132, 41 ; 
147, 480. 

Twei, two, 20, 30. 



Twin, two, 119, 401. 
Twy5M, twice. 146, 448. 
Tyde, hour, 224, 30. 
T^de, tine, preng, 201, 138. 

pa (pi), tbe, 94, 989. 

pam, them, 62, f. 

ptartneB, bowels (t the arms), 135, 

116. 
peder, thither, 48, 373. 
pei, peij, though, 18, 19, 1 1. 
pen, than, 34, 188. 
pern (aca), the, 18, 7. 
peof, thief (pi. PeooM, ptnet), 34, 
35, 187. 

Jeose, these, 142, 331. 

)erlede, pierced, 223, 34. 

Job, this, 36, 212. 

)ethin, thence, 90, 119. 

)ir, these, 64, 1 00. 

Hs-kin, of this kind, 88, 33. 

St, this, 172, 33. 

)o, when, 20, 31. 

Jo (pi.), the, 93,219. 

>olie, to suffer, 52, 433, 435. 

)onky, to thank, 44, 314. 

hirou, pom, throng 18, 3 ; 118, 

388. 
prali, boldly, 110, 90. _ 
prin, three, 119, 395. 
prist, thirst, 151, 34. 
pritti, thirty, 20, 31. 
prowe. Buffering, 150, 18. 
puderward, thitherward, 22, 45. 
puike, that same, 18, 4. 

Tche, each, 141, 394. 
Vmbink, to consider, 116, 394. 
Under-feng, received, 223, 28. 
Vnderon, undern, 82, 722. 
Vnfaine, sorry, 80, 637. 
Vnfere, sick, 115, 277. 
Vnfolde, spread out, 218, 229. 
Vnfuyled, undefiled, 131, 21. 
Vnioynet, dislocated, 142, 323. 
Tnkid, unknown, 92, 189. 
Vnnejiis, scarcely, 116, 385. 
Ynquit, unpaid, 110, 85. 
Vnsely, unhappy, 1 16, 283. 
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Totill, tmto, 62, 5. 
Tnwor^ imwurtb}', 54, 459. 
TJnwreBt, bad. Ticked, 19S, 191. 
Vp, upon, 54, 458. 
Ypbraide, abuse, Lll, 136. 
Vtterest, uttermost, 69, 368. 
Vuel, evil, aiekaeaa, 24, 68. 



Yaile, to bilj 30,149. 

Vair, feir, 24, 71. 

VaUe, to fall, 48, 383. 

Ysniet, vanisbed, 96, 333. 

Uan-wite, lack ofwit, folly, 180,79. 

TJaate, fast, 28, i36. 

VcJde, filled, 28, 110. 

Velle, to feli 30, igi. 

Derey, trne, 190, 137. 

Tersch, freah, 69, 504. 

Uerst, first, 18, 3. 

Veruorj), far, 48, 383. 

Tet, feet, 32, 173. 

Vette, fetched, 28,117. 

Vewe, few, 26, 97. 

Vil, vile, 32, 181. 

Vili, to defile, 34, 183. 

Viue, fiTe, 40, 258. 

Uolneld, fulfilled, 18, 13. 

Vond, fotmd, 22, 55; 26, 108. 

Vondi, to try, 46, 331. 

Vor, for, 22, 56. 

Uorbamde, bivnt up, 22, 50 ; 68, 

506. 
tTorbrrad, burnt up, 26, 9a. 
Uorlet, left, 22, 49. 
Uorlore, lost, ruined, 18, 3. 
TTorolded, grown old, 24, 74. 
TTorsake, to forsake, 43, 398. 
Torte, until, 26, loi. 
Torto, for to, 44, 330. 
Vorward, coTenant^ 50, 411. 
Uorwelwed, withered, 22, 55. 
Uorj), forth, 22, 54; 38, 234. 
Uorjeue, forfpven, 30, 142. 
Yylt4 vileoesB, 161. 

Wa, woe, 64, 98. 
Wake, to watdi, 76, 525. 
Wald, would, 94, 345. 
Walde, power, 93, 237. 



Walt, Bufifered, 143, 3gg. 
Walter, t« die, 201, 133. 
Wan, Whom, whiofa, 24, 25, 72. 
Wand, rod, 70, 303. 
Wane, quantily, 74, 447 ; 130,399. 
Warde, care, 117, 338. 
Waried, curved, 121, 483. 
Waiisht, healed, 117, 343. 
Warlagbe, traftor, 121, 466. 
Wamist, furnished, 117, 336. 
Wate, know, 63, 42. 
Water, river, 125, loi. 
Wawe, to wave, 221, 330. 
Wayloway, well-a-day, 95, 306. 
Wde, 'onwde' = (l)madly,223,l5. 
Wede, Weod, weed, 20, 21, 33. 
Weft, woven, encloeed, 116, 29a. 
Welk, walked, 117,337. 
Welkit, withered, 66, 163. 
Wellande, boiling, 121, 486. 
Wenge, wing, 221, 330. 
Weol>e, wealth, 145, 415. 
Weop,Wep,wept,20,3i; 142,324- 
Weopyng, weeping, 143, 355. 
Werde, world, 113, 180. 
Were, doubt, 72, 385. 
Were, to defend, 121, 490. 
Wered, Werde, drove o^ Wl, 297 ; 

Werre, Worre, to war on, harass, 

34, 35, 194. 
WeiB, wone, 1 1 1, 1 30. 
Wesch, Wuscb, vraahed, 32, 33, 

173; 82,726. 
Weterly, truly, 65, 134. 
W^ weight, 110, 83. 
WIui, who, 78, 584. 
Whatlikere, sooner, 30, 143 

(mai^). 
Whilk, which, 65, 121. 
Whon, trade, 27, 96. 
Whonne, when, 21, 38. 
Wight, active, 78, 578. 
TTilcke, wicked, 133, 68. 
■Wilde, would, 120, 435- 
Wilne, Wilny, to desire, 20, 34 ; 

20, 21, 36. 
Wirschip, honour, 73, 418. 
Wis, to direct, 71, 335. 
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Wiaae, wise, 126, loo. 

Wit, Wit«, to know, 77, 555 ; 18, 
18; to protect, 37, 313, 

Witeriug, knowledge, 114, 235. 

Withgane, displease, 66, iga. 

Withouten, without, 66, 148. 

Wi|>erwine, eaemy, 108, 4. 

Wobigon, woe-begone, 131, 6. 

Wod, mad, 38, 243. 

Wogh, woe, grief, 71, 330 ; wrong, 
116, 30B- 

Woke, week, 196, 228. 

Won, to dwell, 66, 150. 

Won, (1) habitation, abode, 143, 
347- 

Won, conquered, 36, 219. 

Wond, wound, 26, 105. 

Wonder, wonderfiil, 50, 395. 

Wonderly, wonderfully, 144, 401. 

Wonynge, dwelling, 153, 13. 

Wordle, world, 56, 473. 

Worm, serpent, 117, 333. 

Wortbly, worthy, 124, 8i. 

Worji, are, 22, ga. 

Woundcn, woundes, 40, 358. 

W0U3, Wouh, wrong, 68, B9, 490- 

Wox,grew, 28, 133. 

Wrecdhes, poor men, 214, lafi- 

Wreche, misery, 138, 219; ven- 
geance, 30, 139. 

Wright, carpenter, 79, 616. 

Wringe, to squeeze, 138, 314. 

Wnch, which, 44, 306, 

Wun, to dwell, 96, 330. 

Wurth. to be, 95,313. 

Wurthed, became, 90, i3j. 

Wyf, woman, 132, 34. 



Wykke, 158, ig. {,Sm Wikke.) 
Wyled, wild, 132, 25. 
Wyte, to blame, 134, 95, 

Yate, gate, 154. 
Tauf, gave, 195, 308. 
Yknowe, to know, 160, 30. 
Tmad, made, 60, 411. 
Tsinwed, einned, 176, go. 
Ywys, trnly, 151, 33. 
Y-jeue, given, 224, 30, 

3af, gave, 33, 165. 

3are, ready, 30, 146. 

jarke, to prepare, 36, 308; 151, 

24 

5at, 3ate, gate, 64, 466 ; 63, 31. 

Jef, gave, 32, 163. 

Jeld, ^Hdt, yield, pay, 140, 361 ; 

110,83. 
3elp, greedy, 140, 381. 
Jeme, heed, attention, 28, 130. 
Jer, year, 20, 35. 
3erd,3erde, rod, 117,333; 212,74; 

stuET, 141, 395; pi, 3erden, rods, 

26, 98. 
3eme, 3eonie, eagerly, 18, 19, 11. 
3eme, to desire, long for, 62, 26. 
3eufe, gave, 186, 110. 
3he, she, 152, g 6. 
3ode, went, 73, 409. 
3oIlynge, yelling, 44, 3ig. 
3ome, diligently, 120, 431. 
3oruiul. Bead 3omful, earnest, 

224, 33. 
3ut, yet, 32, 167. 
3yramee, gems, 46, 344. 



CORRECTIONS. 

Page 8, lioe 10, far theii Bpaech (oounsel) read it 
P«ge 12, liae J, for redeemed read redeemedst. 
Pftge 17, line 6 from bottom, /br we read tw. 
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